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• ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING

• WATER RESOURCES

• PERMITTING REVIEW

Monadnock Archaeology
• ARCHAEOLOGY

Samyn-D’Elia Architects
• ARCHITECTURE

Preservation Company
• HISTORIC RESOURCES

SE Group
• PROJECT MANAGEMENT

• RECREATION PLANNING

• SITE PLANNING AND DESIGN

• LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

A. INTRODUCTION

TEAM OVERVIEW AND ROLES

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
We would like to thank ...



NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY A2

PHASE 1
Feasibility  
Studies

Project  
Understanding  

& Data Gathering

Site Visits  
& Design Options

Constructability  
& Permitting  

Review

Conclusions

• Overall guidance and 
strategic approach for Phase 1 
Feasibility 

• Individual campground kickoff 
meetings

• Data collection: GIS data, 
surveys, previous plans and 
studies, State Park websites, 
maps, etc.

• Develop base maps and 
desktop review

Site Visit

• Field review of expansion 
areas

• Site, infrastructure, and 
building assessment 

• Conversations with park 
supervisor/staff

• Archaeological Resources 
Assessment

• Review with client team

Design Options

• Preliminary site plan studies/
options

• Preliminary building concepts 

• Review with client team

• Resource mapping as needed 
(natural, cultural, historic)

• Additional site surveying (as 
needed)

• Permitting process review 
(AOT/Stormwater, Wetlands, 
DOT, Local, Shoreland, and/or 
Water/Wastewater)

• Concept refinement 
(Schematic Design)

• Preliminary cost estimates

• Review with client team

• Community presentations

Feasibility summary document 
with recommendations for  
Phase 2 implementation

• Schematic Design plans

• Project costs

• List of required permits

• Critical path timeline for 
bidding and implementation

• Overall implementation 
matrix to assist in investment 
decision-making

• Review with client team
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SACO RIVER  

OFFICE

SACO RIVER  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The State of New Hampshire saw record-breaking attendance throughout its State Park 
system in 2020 and 2021.  The surge in outdoor recreation is nation-wide due to the 
increased awareness regarding the health benefits of outdoor recreation and the surge 
presented by the COVID pandemic. To respond to this increasing interest in outdoor 
recreation, the New Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation (NHPDR) identified the 
need to expand camping opportunities at their State Parks for the Division to continue 
to fulfill its mission of “providing New Hampshire’s citizens and guests with outstanding 
recreational, educational, and inspirational experiences.” Six campground sites were 
identified by NHPDR for the feasibility study: Pawtuckaway State Park, Crawford Notch 
State Park, Jericho Mountain State Park, Mollidgewock State Park, and Catamount Pond 
and Bear Hill within Bear Brook State Park. 

The New Hampshire State Parks Campground Expansion Feasibility Study was 
conducted to assist NHPDR evaluate the feasibility, conceptual design, probable 
construction costs, and priorities of the campground expansion options at all six 
campground sites. The project was supported by a multi-disciplinary team of 
consultants that included landscape architects, recreation planners, civil engineers, 
architects, architectural historians, natural resource specialists, and archaeologists. 
The project team worked through a comprehensive process to gather data; conduct 
site visits; analyze existing conditions, facilities, and operations at the parks; develop 
feasibility information and concept alternatives for each site; identify a preferred design 
concept for each park; and provide feasibility information around probable costs, project 
phasing, and permitting considerations.  

Key elements for the study included analysis of the visitor experiences and site-specific 
recreation opportunities, consideration of current and projected camping demand 
and other recreational trends, investigation of individual site utilization and operational 

considerations for the overall campground, sensitivity to historic CCC-era architectural 
resources, shoreland protection and natural resource conservation, and balance 
for maintaining park operations with manageable staff resources. Understanding 
sustainable capacities for the campgrounds and facilities was critical as well, as the goal 
of supporting increased visitation is balanced by the desire to maintain and enhance the 
quality of the experience that makes these parks such cherished resources. 

The Feasibility Study delivered campground expansion, recreation concepts, and 
probable costs for all six campground expansion opportunities.  These findings are 
summarized in this report along with the final recommendations for the three selected 
campground sites that will move forward with design development, permitting, and 
construction – to deliver expanded outdoor recreation opportunities for the State of 
New Hampshire.

The campgrounds selected for expansion collectively provide a wide range out outdoor 
recreation opportunities, including swimming, fishing, paddling, boating, mountain 
biking, and off-road motorized recreation.  The campgrounds selected for expansion 
also represent a geographic mix, with two northern parks (Mollidgewock State Park, 
Jericho Mountain State Park) and one southern park (Pawtuckaway State Park.) 

The financial investment required to make the desired impact to the recreational 
offerings was a factor in selecting which campgrounds should receive funding for 
implementation, along with a consideration for the apparent market demand.  There was 
a need to strike a balance between spreading the investment around while ensuring that 
the level of investment for any individual campground is sufficient to have significant 
impact to the recreational opportunities provided in the state. This impact is a function 
of not only the number of additional campsites being offered to the public, but also the 
quality of the camping experience being provided.

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Division of Parks and Recreation is to provide New Hampshire’s citizens and guests with outstanding recreational, educational, and 
inspirational experiences through the responsible management and cooperative stewardship of the state’s natural, recreational, and cultural resources.

A. INTRODUCTION
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Below is a summary of the selected campgrounds.

JERICHO MOUNTAIN STATE PARK

 > High occupancy/utilization rates for campsites 
indicates a strong market demand for more camping 
opportunities.

 > With its impressive ATV/OHRV offerings, including an 
annual ATV festival, Jericho Mountain provides a unique 
recreational opportunity that would benefit from further 
investment to fully capitalize on the ATV enthusiast 
market. Many ATV enthusiasts enjoy RV camping, but 
the campground does not currently provide campsites 
that are optimized for this use. 

 > A large area of the campground adjacent to the ATV 
event area was cleared years ago with the thought 
of campground expansion, and this area presents 
an excellent opportunity to develop RV sites in an 
otherwise underutilized area. 

MOLLIDGEWOCK STATE PARK

 > Key location for taking advantage of all the recreational 
opportunities that the Androscoggin River and Thirteen 
Mile Woods Scenic Area offer. The existing campground 
has factors that likely affect the level of visitation:

• Primitive/substandard amenities typical of a remote 
camping experience being provided in a non-primitive 
setting. The lack of modern camping amenities 
(flush toilets and showers, permanent office/store 
building with offerings beyond firewood) limit the 
demographic reach of potential visitors. 

•  Campsites along the river are spatially constrained, 
with many sites having minimal or no privacy. Most 
parking spaces are very small, limiting the vehicle size 
that can be supported. 

• A dump station is not currently provided, further 
limiting desirability to RV users. 

•  Water access is in need of improvement

 > Making investments to address these deficiencies, 
in addition to providing new campsites that provide 
more space and privacy in a wooded environment, 
would make the campground more appealing to more 
potential visitors to this popular scenic and recreational 
region of the state.  

PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK 

 > High occupancy/utilization rates for campsites 
indicates a strong market demand for more camping 
opportunities, and the park is close to population 
centers.

 > A large undeveloped area of the park has qualities that 
are conducive to campground development:

• Extensive attractive shoreline

• Mature wooded canopy

• Slopes within acceptable slope range

• Minimal natural resource constraints (e.g. wetlands)

• Centrally located with easy access from existing 
campground road network

Combined, the investment in the selected campground expansions would deliver additional capacity in needed locations, expand the recreation 
offerings, and balance the investment across the state portfolio in a strategic method to support and deliver the mission of the park system.

A. INTRODUCTION
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First phase improvements include:

JERICHO MOUNTAIN STATE PARK

 > 9 Pull-Through Premium Sites (water/electricity/septic)

 > 10 Back-In Premium Sites (water/electricity/septic)

 > Dump station 

 > Infill Sites: 3 Standard, 2 Shelter, 1 Double Shelter

 > Electricity in existing campground

MOLLIDGEWOCK STATE PARK

 > New, centrally located Bathhouse/Office/Store 

 > Approximately 10-15 existing Standard Sites upgraded 
to be Improved Sites (water + electricity)

 > New boat launch dock behind the new Store

 > Four Walk-in Sites along entry road

 > Wooded campsite loop with approximately 17 Standard 
Sites + pit toilet

 > Existing road improvements

 > General site/landscape improvements

 > Decommission underutilized campsites where needed 
(net add of 15-20 campsites to campground total)

PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK 

 > New campground pod with 35 Improved Sites (water + 
electricity)

 > Bathhouse serving the new campsites

 > Dump station

Although the funding did not support campground expansion at all six campgrounds included in this Feasibility Study, it is worth noting that the 
remaining campground projects identified in the Feasibility Report deserve consideration for future investment. The proposed Dry River Campground 
expansion would represent a tremendous opportunity to broaden the camping offerings in that iconic recreational area, with a strong market demand. 
Bear Hill at Bear Brook State Park, with its assemblage of historic structures, would provide a unique opportunity for group and event-oriented camping. 
At minimum, upkeep of the structures should be prioritized to maintain the opportunity in the future. Lastly, an equestrian campground at the Catamount 
Pond area of Bear Brook State Park would provide a form of camping not currently provided by any other NH State Parks. 

The following comprehensive feasibility study offers all the supporting information for the project – and offers the insights, opportunities, and 
conclusions discovered throughout the process.

A. INTRODUCTION
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CAMPGROUND CONTEXT
SOUTHERN PARKSNORTHERN PARKS

A. INTRODUCTION

Crawford Notch State Park 
Dry River Campground

Mollidgewock State Park 
Campground

Jericho Mountain  
State Park Campground

Bear Brook State Park 
Catamount Pond Area

Bear Brook State Park 
Bear Hill Camp

Pawtuckaway State Park
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 > Appalachian Trail

 > Hiking

 > Waterfalls

 > Waysides 

 > Views of the incredible Route 302 corridor surrounding the 
campground 

 > Historic sites and railroads 

NEAREST URBAN AREA NORTH: BRETTON WOODS / CARROLL 
NEAREST URBAN AREA SOUTH: NORTH CONWAY / BARTLETT

PARK INFO ACTIVITIES PARK AMENITIES CAMPSITE TYPES

 > 5,775 Acres 
 > 36 Tent Sites
 > Established: 1913 
Willey House: 1920’s 
Dry River: 1950’s

 > Fishing 
 > Hiking 
 > MTN Biking  
 > Snowshoeing
 > XC Skiing 

 > Bathhouse 
 > Pit Toilets
 > Visitor Center
 > Store

 > Lean-To 
 > Tent Only 
 > Standard (room for trailer,  
no hookups) 
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 > Crawford Notch State Park was established as a state 
reservation in 1913 and became a state park in 1950. 

 > The park consists of nearly 6,000 acres on both sides of  
NH 302. The land extends to the summits of the mountains that 
border the Saco River Valley

 > The headquarters at the Willey House Site in the middle of 
the park includes visitor center, picnic areas and restrooms 
overlooking a small pond.

 > The Dry River Campground is near the southern edge of the 
park, in a flat area within the confluence of the Saco and Dry 
rivers.

 > The park offers a diverse array of  hiking opportunities 
accessing both waterfalls and vista points.

Highland Ctr.

Arethusa Falls

WILLEY HOUSE 

DRY RIVER 
CAMPGROUND
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DRY RIVER TRAILHEAD
16MI TO MT. WASHINGTON

ACCESS TO ARETHUSA TRAIL 
AND FRANKENSTEIN CLIFFS

302

EXISTING CONDITIONS
DRY RIVER 

ENTRANCE AND ARRIVAL
 > Office proximate to entry

 > Lack of trash / recycling enclosure at exit  

ROUTE 302
 > Proximity to road adds a level of noise to the 
campground 

RIVER CORRIDOR AND HYDROLOGY
 > River is an asset to the campground and guest 
experience

 > Flooding and erosion are challenges 

TRAIL NETWORK
 > Trail to river crosses several drainages and is hard 
to follow

 > Proximity to overall trail network is great 

25 Standard Sites 
(Can accommodate 
tent, pop-up, or RV) 

3 Lean-to Shelters 

8 Tent Only 

Trail head

Trails 

River / Stream 

4 Pit Toilets 

Bath House 
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DRY RIVER TRAILHEAD
16MI TO MT. WASHINGTON

ACCESS TO ARETHUSA TRAIL 
AND FRANKENSTEIN CLIFFS

KEY

QUICK FACTS

UTILIZATION TRENDS

Average 5-Year Utilization: 57.64%

Average Peak-Season Utilization: 81.46%

Average Off Season Utilization: 44.96%

> 50 Percent Annual Utilization

< 15  Percent Annual Utilization

< 50 Percent Annual Utilization

Dry River Campground has 36 campsites 
which include 7 pop-up/tent sites, 3 lean-tos, 
19 standard sites, and 8 tent only sites. Of 
the available sites, 5 sites have less than a 50 
percent utilization rate, and 3 have a utilization 
rate of less than 15 percent. 

SITE UTILIZATION  
DRY RIVER
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
WILLEY HOUSE 

INFO CENTER / GIFTSHOP / MEMORIAL
 > Very popular stop for tourists making their way 
through Crawford Notch 

 > Roadway crossing from adjacent parking area is not 
friendly (no crosswalk / flashing lights)

PICNIC AREA (P1)
 > Popular picnic spot with lawn and mature birch trees

 > Site is underutilized 

 > Dramatic views of steep ridge to the east 

PICNIC AREA (P2)
 > Popular picnic spot adjacent to natural/water area

 > Dramatic views up the valley

 > Adjacent to parking with easy access 

TRAIL ACCESS
 > Easy access to Kedron Trail, Willey Trail, and Saco 
River Trail

CABIN OFFICES 
 >  Two existing historic cabins on site are used for 
offices and staff housing 

25 Standard Sites 
(Can accommodate 
tent, pop-up, or RV) 

3 Lean-to Shelters 

8 Tent Only 

Trail head

Trails 

River / Stream 

4 Pit Toilets 

Bath House 

HIGH TOURIST ACTIVITY ZONE

P
P

P

WORKSHOP

MEMORIAL

MANAGERS OFFICE 
AND OFFICE CABIN

RESTAURANT/ 
GIFTSHOP

200’ SETBACK

50’ SETBACK

INFO CENTER

BRIDGE / DAM

POND
 LOOP

KEDRON TRAIL

STEEP SLOPES WITH HISTORY OF AVALANCHE

P1

SAM WILLEY TRAIL
SACO RIVER 

P2

N
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TOILET BUILDING GENERATOR HOUSEWORK SHOP

STRUCTURES

Year Built 1970’s

Construction/
Architectural 

Style
Traditional log construction

Accessible Yes

Historically 
Significant Yes

General 
Condition

Appears to be in good shape.  May need to be 
upgraded with more modern facilities.

Year Built 1930

Construction/
Architectural 

Style
Traditional log construction

Accessible No

Historically 
Significant Yes

Year Built 1994

Construction/
Architectural 

Style
Stick built.

Historically 
Significant No.
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GIFT SHOP & SNACK BAR MANAGER’S CABIN AND OFFICE CABINTOURIST INFORMATION 

STRUCTURES

Year Built 1924 and 1950's with later additions.

Size 60’x80’ ±

Construction 
Type Tradition log construction and stick-built additions

General 
Condition

Structure needs work on the foundation, which is 
sitting on piers.  Log structure will also likely need 
repairs, as well as the stick-built addition.

History Has been used as this way since 1924

Accessible Yes

Historically 
Significant Yes

Year Built 1930's

Size Traditional log construction

Construction 
Type Generally good condition

General 
Condition Museum and Information Center

History Constructed by Civilian Conservation Corp as a 
rest house

Accessible Yes

Historically 
Significant Yes

Year Built 1950's

Construction 
Type

Stick-built

General 
Condition

Generally good shape, but will need maintenance 
upgrade

Accessible No

Historically 
Significant

Yes
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EXPANSION 
OPPORTUNITIES
DRY RIVER

EXPANSION AREA 1
 > Size: Aprox. 24 Acres 

 > Slope: 2-10%

 > Adjacent to existing campground 

 > Constrained by existing drainages and flooding 

EXPANSION AREA 2
 > Size: Aprox. 60 Acres

 > Slope: 2 - 15%

 > Relatively flat terrain conducive to 
development with mature deciduous forest 
canopy

 > Proximate to existing campground with 
existing  trail network connection

 > Potential to open up views of cliffs to west

 > Potential views of peaks, over brook and 
wetlands to the north

 > Maintain buffer from road to protect from 
highway sounds 

 > Deep gully washed out from flood, road 
connection between sites would require long-
span bridge 

OFFICE

N

POTENTIAL 
EXPANSION 
AREA 1 

POTENTIAL 
EXPANSION 
AREA 2
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EXPANSION 
OPPORTUNITIES
WILLEY HOUSE

EXPANSION AREA 1 
 > Size:.75 Acre 

 > Slope: 8-25%

 > Site of original cluster of cabins 

 > Excellent views

 > Would need to negotiate public vs. private 
space 

EXPANSION AREA 2
 > Cabin renovation and infill opportunity 

 > Slope: 8-15%

 > Close to existing buildings and infrastructure 

EXPANSION AREA 3
 > Size: 1.2 Acre

 > Slope: 2% - 25%, gentle slopes on southern 
portion

 > Away from noise and activity of Willey 
House site

 > Trail system runs through area 

P
P

P

WORKSHOP

MEMORIAL

MANAGERS OFFICE 
AND OFFICE CABIN

RESTAURANT/ 
GIFTSHOP

200’ SETBACK

50’ SETBACK

INFO CENTER

302

BRIDGE / DAM

KEDRON TRAIL

SAM WILLEY TRAIL

SACO RIVER 

P2

1 2

3
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Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment was completed for the proposed 
Crawford Notch State Park Campground Expansion Project in Harts Location, 
New Hampshire. The project area is situated in extremely rocky, uneven terrain. No 
archaeological sites or areas of archaeological sensitivity were identified, and no 
further study is recommended. 

ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW
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Crawford Notch State Park was established as a state 
reservation in 1913 and became a state park in 1950. 

At the Willey House Site, the buildings and grounds on 6.8 acres 
were surveyed as a historic district and found eligible for the 
National Register in 2013. A Phase 1A Archaeological Sensitivity 
Report, also by PAL in 2013, included extensive historic and 
prehistoric background and context.   The 2013 survey area was 
confined to the park headquarters area at the Willey House Site.  
Crawford Notch State Park as a whole has not been evaluated 
for eligibility for the National Register as a larger district and the 
Dry River Campground has not been documented. 

The Willey House Site Historic District was determined 
eligible for significance in the areas of conservation and 
recreation, specifically White Mountain tourism, and for the 
rustic architecture.  The district recorded in 2013 counted five 
contributing buildings from the 1920s to ca. 1950.  The Willey 
House site, the boulders, and the landscape as a whole contribute 
to the district. 

The Dry River Campground at the south end of the state park 
dates around 1950 when the state park was established.  The 
roads and site layout and the office building are historic features 
that would contribute to a historic district.    The campground 
road may be the old logging railroad bed.  The small office 
building at the campground entrance is historic, with characteristic 
wood shingle siding, 6/6 windows.  A new washhouse was built 
in the early 2000s.  Additional small buildings are four pit toilets, 
two of which are more than fifty years old,  and three shelters of 
unknown age. 

See Appendix for complete historic resources overview by the 
Preservation Company.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

From NH State Parks Historic Context by Lisa Mausolf
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SITE PLAN OPTION A
TOTAL NUMBER OF SITES: 87  

1. CAMPGROUND ENTRANCE
 > The main entry has shifted 500’ to the south from the vertex of 
the roadway curve

2. CAMPGROUND CORE 
 > The office core is located at the center of the park and is 
combined with the common space

 > A centrally located office and store serves the new 
campground and Dry River campground

P

Tent Only

Standard Site 

Tent Site

EXISTING 

PROPOSED  

Lean-to Shelter

Lean-to Shelter

Cabin

Structure 

Structure 

Pit Toilets 

Pit Toilets 

Parking 

Bathhouse 

W Walk-in Site One-way Road

Premium Site
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SITE PLAN OPTION A
CONTINUED
3. CAMPGROUND CORE

 > Centrally located office, store, and firewood shed

 > Creates a lively space that mixes the office and store with 
amenities such as a common green space and picnic pavilion  

4. PHASABLE AND DIVERSE CAMPING PODS
 > 3 camping pods with a diverse site selection 

 > Mix of premium sites with water, sewer, and electric hookups, 
standard sites, lean-tos, and cabins (% of each TBD) 

5. PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY AND CIRCULATION
 > Path network provides a safe alternative to walking/biking on 
roads

 > Road network is designed to minimize vehicular traffic within 
campground pods, and 1-way loops promote bike/ped safety

P

Tent Only

Standard Site 

Tent Site

EXISTING 

PROPOSED  

Lean-to Shelter

Lean-to Shelter

Cabin

Structure 

Structure 

Pit Toilets 

Pit Toilets 

Parking 

Bathhouse 

W Walk-in Site One-way Road

32
SITES 30

SITES 

25
SITES 

Premium Site
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SITE PLAN OPTION B
TOTAL NUMBER OF SITES: 92  

1. CAMPGROUND ENTRY
 > The main entry uses the existing stump dump entry location 

 > The office core is located at the entry of the park 

2. CENTRAL COMMON SPACE
 > A common space consisting of a picnic pavilion and open 
green are located at the center of the park
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SITE PLAN OPTION B
CONTINUED

3. RV CAMPING POD
 > RV dedicated camping pod

 > 21 pull-through RV sites 

 > 7 back-in sites (could be used for tent camping)

4. CAMPING PODS
 > 2 camping pods consisting of standard sites, cabins, lean-tos, 
platform, and tent-only sites. Mix to be determined 

 > Road network is designed to minimize vehicular traffic within 
campground pods, and 1-way loops promote bike/ped safety

 > Potential for another pod (additional 25 sites)

5. WALK-IN SITES
 > Dedicated walk-in camping area
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NUMBER OF SITES 

DRY RIVER: 32

EXPANSION AREA: 85

TOTAL NUMBER OF SITES: 117

1. DRY RIVER EXPANSION AREA 
 > Centrally located office and common space with 3 camping pods made up of 
standard, improved, and shelter sites

 > Road network is designed to minimize vehicular traffic within campground 
pods and promote bike/pedestrian safety

2. DRY RIVER CAMPGROUND 
 > The existing campground will undergo needed improvements and receive 
additional amenities

3. MULTI-USE PATH
 > A paved multi-use path will create a bike/ped connection between Dry River 
and the Expansion area

 > This will be the first section of the Crawford Notch Recreation path

4. RECREATION TRAIL
 > A recreation trail will be located between Dry River Campground and the 
Expansion Area creating an informal play space for kids and adults, as well as 
opportunities for interpretive walks and education 

5. VIEWING DECK
 > A viewing deck with panoramic views of the White Mountains will be an 
amenity for all campers  
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SITE PLAN EXPANSION AREA

Multi-use Path

Recreation Path
I

Tent Only

Standard Site Standard Site

EXISTING PROPOSED  

Shelter Site

Shelter Site

Improved Site (W/E)

One-way Road

P

Structure 

Pit Toilets 

Bathhouse 

Rec Bridge

Structure 

Pit Toilets 

1. CAMPING POD 1 - 30 SITES
 > 1 Bathhouse

 > 15 Improved sites with water and electricity 

 > 5 Shelter Sites

 > 10 Standard Sites 

2. CAMPING POD 2 - 30 SITES
 > 1 Bathhouse

 > 6 Shelter Sites  

 > 24 Standard Sites 

3. CAMPING POD 3 - 25 SITES 
 > 1 Bathhouse 

 > 10 Shelter Sites (5 walk-in)

 > 15 Standard Sites

4. CAMPGROUND CORE 
 > The office core is located at the center of the park at a common 
area, which includes a shade pavilion and natural play area

 > The office and store will serve the Expansion Area and Dry River 
Campground 
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Multi-use Path

Recreation Path
I

Tent Only

Standard Site Standard Site

EXISTING PROPOSED  

Shelter Site

Shelter Site

Improved Site (W/E)

One-way Road

P

Structure 

Pit Toilets 

Bathhouse 

Rec Bridge

Structure 

Pit Toilets 

EXISTING SITES: 36

REMOVED SITES: 4

TOTAL NUMBER OF SITES: 32

1. REMOVE UNDERUTILIZED SITES 
 > 4 sites have been removed that have very low utilization 
rates  

2. RENOVATE BATHHOUSE AND PIT TOILETS 
 > The bathhouse will be renovated and a dish washing 
station will be added on 

 > New Pit Toilets 

3. CAMPGROUND ROAD AND SITE REPAIRS 
 > The campground road and campsites will be repaired and 
improved where needed
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 > ATV Utopia. Over 1,000 miles of interconnected trails and an 
annual  
ATV Festival 

 > Dedicated 2.5 mile 4x4 Jeep/Truck offroading trail over a 
variety of difficult terrain. The first 4x4 Jeep/truck trail on 
public lands in the Northeast. 

 > Beautiful setting on Jericho Lake

NEAREST URBAN AREA: BERLIN - 15 MINUTE DRIVE

PARK INFO ACTIVITIES PARK AMENITIES CAMPSITE TYPES

 > 7,400 Acres 
 > 20 Camp Sites
 > Year Built: 2005 / 1970’s

 > ATV
 > Jeep
 > Swimming 
 > Paddling
 > Fishing 
 > Horseback  
Riding
 > Hiking 
 > MTN Biking 

 > Mushing 
 > Snowmobiling
 > XC Skiing 

 > Beach
 > Boat Rentals 
 > Visitor Center
 > Bath House 
 > Wash Facilities
 > Pit Toilets 
 > Boat Ramp

 > Cabin   
 > Lean-to Shelters
 > Standard (room for trailer,   
no hookups) 
 > Tent Only
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THE ESTABLISHED CAMPGROUND IS 
JUST A SMALL PIECE OF THE PARK

 > The campground makes up only 8 
acres of Jericho Mountain State Parks 
7,400 acres

TRAIL CONNECTIONS 
 > There are over 80 miles of OHRV trails 
within Jericho Mountain State Park 
open to ATVs, UTVs and Trail Bikes

 > The park connects to over 1,000 miles 
of trails in Coos County 
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ATV FESTIVAL
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VISITOR
CENTER  

P

P
JERICHO LAKE 

Great Views to Jericho 
Mountain and Wind Turbines 
to South East

Expansive Views of Lake 
and Sunset to the West / 
South West 

D
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M

DAY USE AREA 

CAMPGROUND 

SPILLWAY

EVENT 
GROUNDS  

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

1. THREE MAIN AREAS 
 > Day Use Area

 > Campground

 > Event Grounds

2. JERICHO LAKE 
 > Size: 127 acres 

 > Warm water fishery

 > No motorized boats 

 > Undeveloped shoreline great for canoeing / kayaking  

3. DAM 
 > Earthen dam constructed in 1969 

 > Roughly 2,000 LF

 > Can walk across dam, cannot drive across 

 > Spillway separates Campground from Event Grounds 

N

OHRV Trails 

4 x4 Trails 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 
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DEVELOPMENT NOT ALLOWED 

5 Cabins - 1 Accessible 

9 Standard Sites-  
1 accessible 
(Can accommodate a 
trailer or RV) 

2 Lean-to Shelters 

4 Tent Only 

OHRV / 
Pedestrian Trails 

4 x4 Trails 

3 Pit Toilets 

Site Visit 
Wetland Flags 

1. DAY USE AREA 
 > The beach, boat launch, and picnic pavilion are 
primarily used by day guests. 

 > Road congestion between boat launch and 
upper parking area (day-use beach visitors, 
cars with boats, ATVs) ATVers take up boat 
parking

 > Toll Booth does not intercept all day use beach 
/ lake visitors

 > Bathhouse with toilet facilities, showers, 
laundry, facilities, pot washing station, and park 
store serves day-use visitors and campers  

2. CAMPGROUND 
 > ATV circulation within campground and 
beyond

 > 20 campsites including 5 camping cabins and 
15 camping sites

 > No hookups for RVs

3. EVENT AREA 
 > 8,000 attendees for ATV Festival 

 > Need for flexible RV sites for visitors and 
vendors

 > Large open space with mud pit

 > Minimal vegetation
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QUICK FACTS
 > Average 5-Year Utilization: 59.08%

 > Average Peak-Season Utilization: 
83.79%

 > Average Off Season Utilization: 
46.57%%

KEY
 < 50 Percent Annual Utilization

 > 50 Percent Annual Utilization

UTILIZATION TRENDS
Jericho Mountain State Park has 20 ride 
in/out campsites which include 5 cabins, 
4 tent sites, 2 Adirondack shelters, 
and 9 RV sites. Of the available sites, 
only one campsite has less than a 50 
percent utilization rate. The cabins, lean-
to options, and RV sites maintain the 
highest utilization on a year-round basis.
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WATER SPIGOT 

INFRASTRUCTURE
WATER SUPPLY 
Water is supplied from a well (1) east 
of the bath house (high iron content). 
The water is distributed to supply five 
water spigots, the visitor center and 
the bath house.

WASTEWATER
The visitor center is served by its own 
gravity septic system (2) east of the 
building.

The bathhouse has a tank and pump 
station (3) on the south side of 
the building. Wastewater effluent 
is pumped from there through the 
campground area to a distribution 
box (4). From there, effluent flows to a 
“bellows” tank (5) that distributes it to 
the large disposal field (6).

The campground is served by two 
full restroom facilities in the visitor 
center and bath house, and three pit 
toilets distributed throughout the 
campground. 

POWER
Provided overhead to Visitor’s Center 
and bathhouse.
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VISITOR CENTER

Built 2005

Toilets (2) Men's, (2) Women's

Construction/
Architectural 

Style

 Natural Cedar Shingles

Winterized Yes

Accessible Yes

Historically 
Significant

No

BATHHOUSE CABIN PAVILION

STRUCTURES

Built 2005

Toilets (4) Men's, (4) 
Women's.

Showers 3

Laundry (2) washers and 
dryers.

Family Bathroom 1

Construction/
Architectural Style

Natural Cedar 
Shingles.

Capacity 18’x30’; Serves 240 
people. 

Winterized Yes

Utilities Yes

General Condition Good

Historically 
Significant

No

Built Recent construction

Use Sleeps 4 to 6

Dimension 13’x19’

Construction Type Stick, faux log 
and some log 
construction

Condition Good

Original Use Yes

Utilities No

Historically 
Significant

No

Utilities Yes

General Condition Good

Historically 
Significant

No

Year Built 1970's

Construction/
Architectural Style

Timber and stick

Condition Needs upgrade and 
repair

Original Use Yes

Utilities No

Historically 
Significant

Potentially 
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EXPANSION 
OPPORTUNITIES
EXPANSION AREA 1

 > Size: 2.5 Acres 

 > Slope: Variable, generally flat 

 > Good access to OHRV Trails

 > Proximity to trails would be noisy   

EXPANSION AREA 2
 > Size: .5 Acres 

 > Slope: Mostly flat 

 > Unique spot for paddle-to campsite

 > Away from OHRV trails  

EXPANSION AREA 3
 > Size: 1.5 Acre 

 > Slope: 1-4%, Sloping on half of area 

 > Unique spot for paddle-to campsite

 > Away from OHRV trails 

EXPANSION AREA 4
 > Size: 6 Acres

 > Slope: 1.5%

 > .4 miles from beach 

 > Walking access across dam

 > Thin soil cover over ledge

 >  Access to ATV trails
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EXPANSION 
OPPORTUNITIES
EXPANSION AREA 5

 > Size: 1.4 Acres 

 > Slope: 5-20%, lots of microtopography

 > Close to beach 

 > Waterfront views to West / South

 > Extensive wet areas  

EXPANSION AREA 6
 > Size: .4 Acres 

 > Slope: 4-16%

 > Close to beach 

 > Waterfront views to south

 > Great southern exposure  

EXPANSION AREA 7
 > Size: 1 Acre 

 > Slope: 1-10%, 

 > Power corridor runs through site 

 > Secluded with filtered view 

EXPANSION AREA 8
 > Size: 6 Acres

 > Slope: Highly Variable, 5-30%

 > No mature trees

 > Large boulders 

 > Close to event grounds 
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Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment was completed for the proposed 
Jericho Mountain State Park Campground Expansion Project in Berlin, New 
Hampshire. The project area is situated in steep, rocky terrain that has undergone 
extensive disturbance from historic logging and the construction of Jericho Lake 
and Jericho Mountain State Park. No archaeological sites of areas of archaeological 
sensitivity were identified, and no further study is recommended. 

ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW
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Jericho Lake Park within Jericho Mountain State Park was developed as a 
municipal park nearly fifty years ago.   At the time of survey, it is not fifty 
years old and does not have exceptional significance. Integrity for the 1975 
picnic area and beach and the 1977 campground has been changed by 
construction of new buildings and reconstruction of roads and paths, so 
it no longer fully conveys the 1970s historic associations.  The park does 
not represent the achievements of a historically important individual.  The 
original landscape design of the recreation area completed in 1975 is of 
interest for the overall layout of the beach, picnic area and boat launch, 
but many components have been added or replaced in recent years.  The 
Dead River Dam No. 1 that formed Jericho Lake was completed just over 
fifty years ago in 1970.  This was one of many such projects carried out in 
the 1960s-70s period, some of which were systems of multiple dams.  The 
dam is typical but not significant individually for its engineering. 

There has been no previous architectural survey within the state park.  
Properties along West Milan Road-NH 110 northwest of the park entrance 
were surveyed in 2004, but none were found eligible for the National 
Register. 

See Appendix for complete historic resources overview by Preservation 
Company.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

Old bathhouse built ca. 1975, 
replaced 2016 (NH Division 
of Parks and Recreation)

1971 Plan for Recreation Area (NH Division of Parks and Recreation) 
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SITE PLAN OPTION A
EXISTING SITES: 21

NEW SITES: 35

TOTAL NUMBER OF SITES: 56 (NOT INCLUDING 
REMOTE SITES)

1. EVENT AREA 
 > 8 Pull through Premium Sites

 > 7 Standard Sites 

 > 5 Cabins 

 > 8 Lean-tos 

 > 1 Bathhouse

 > 2 Pit Toilet 

 > Relocated Helipad

 > Expanded Event Area

2. WATERFRONT SITES
 > Boardwalk and Path

 > 2 Lean-tos 

 > 1 Pit Toilet 

 > 5 Platform Sites 

3. ATV TRAIL AND PARKING
 > Alternate ATV trail and parking to reduce 
congestion at boat launch  

4. SANITARY DUMP STATION
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SITE PLAN OPTION B
EXISTING SITES: 21

NEW SITES: 35

TOTAL NUMBER OF SITES: 56 (NOT INCLUDING 
REMOTE SITES)

1. EVENT AREA 
 > 2 Standard Sites

 > 10 Pull-through Premium Sites

 > 9 Lean-tos 

 > 5 Cabins

 > 5 Platforms

 > 1 Bathhouse

 > 1 Pit Toilet  

2. INFILL SITES
 > Potential for 4+ infill sites within existing 
campground 

3. ATV TRAIL AND PARKING
 > Alternate ATV trail and parking to reduce 
congestion at boat launch 

4. SANITARY DUMP STATION
 > Pull-through sanitary station at exit
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SITE PLAN
EXISTING SITES: 20

REMOVED SITES: 1

NEW SITES: 48

TOTAL NUMBER OF SITES: 67  
(NOT INCLUDING REMOTE SITES) 

1. JERICHO BROOK
 > 32 Premium Sites 

 > 5 Shelter Sites 

 > 5 Standard Sites 

2. JERICHO LAKE 
 > 2 Single Shelter Site (Infill)

 > 3 Standard Sites (Infill)

 > 1 Double Shelter Site

3. COMMON SPACE
 > Common gathering area with fire pit and 
boulders 

 > Small bathhouse building combined with 
maintenance space

4. ATV TRAIL AND PARKING
 > Alternate ATV trail to boat launch and trail 
system

5. SANITARY DUMP STATION
 > Pull-through sanitary station at exit with trash/
recycling

6. STANDARD CAMPSITES AREA
 > Option for walk/ride-in sites, potential item for 
NH State Parks to construct
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ARCHITECTURE
BATHHOUSE

6'
 - 

0"
22

' -
 0

"
6'

 - 
0"

Unisex

22
' -

 0
"

BABY 
CHANGING

5 1/2" 7' - 9 1/4"
3 1/2"

7' - 9 1/4"
3 1/2"

15' - 5"

6'
 - 

0"
5 

1/
2"

8'
 - 

2"
3 

1/
2"

4'
 - 

2"
3 

1/
2"

8'
 - 

2"
5 

1/
2"

6'
 - 

0"

7' - 0" 32' - 0"

Unisex

5 1/2" 7' - 9 1/4"
3 1/2"

7' - 9 1/4" 3 1/2" 15' - 5"

39' - 0"

DISH 
WASH 
STATION

ELEC 
PANEL

W.H.

B
EN

C
H

60"x36" 
SHOWER

BE
NC

H

BENCHCONC. SLAB

CONC. SLAB

Maintenance Shop

Shower Shower

34
' -

 0
"

FURN MOP 
SINK

SA
M

YN
 -

D
'E

LI
A 

AR
C

H
IT

EC
TS

JE
R

IC
H

O
 B

AT
H

 &
 M

AI
N

T.
 B

U
IL

D
IN

G
08

/1
7/

20
22

Scale:  3/16" = 1'-0"1 MAIN FLOOR PLAN 704 sq. ft. x Estimated Winterized Cost $750/sq. ft. = $528,600

ESTIMATED 2022 COSTS - Expect 7% to 10% Yearly Inflation

Future Construction

FLOOR PLAN



PREFERRED CONCEPT JERICHO MOUNTAIN

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY B37

MAIN LEVEL
100' - 0"

MAIN LEVEL
100' - 0"

SA
M

YN
 -

D
'E

LI
A 

AR
C

H
IT

EC
TS

JE
R

IC
H

O
 B

AT
H

 &
 M

AI
N

T.
 B

U
IL

D
IN

G
08

/1
7/

20
22

Scale:  1/8" = 1'-0"1 NORTH ELEVATION

Scale:  1/8" = 1'-0"2 EAST ELEVATION

Future Construction

ARCHITECTURE
BATHHOUSE
ELEVATION 1



PREFERRED CONCEPT JERICHO MOUNTAIN

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY B38

BATHHOUSE

MAIN LEVEL
100' - 0"

MAIN LEVEL
100' - 0"

SA
M

YN
 -

D
'E

LI
A 

AR
C

H
IT

EC
TS

JE
R

IC
H

O
 B

AT
H

 &
 M

AI
N

T.
 B

U
IL

D
IN

G
08

/1
7/

20
22

Scale:  1/8" = 1'-0"3 SOUTH ELEVATION

Scale:  1/8" = 1'-0"4 WEST ELEVATION

Future Construction

ARCHITECTURE

ELEVATION 2



PREFERRED CONCEPT JERICHO MOUNTAIN

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY B39

CABIN

21' - 0"

6'
 - 

0"
12

' -
 6

"
18

' -
 6

"

Covered Porch
21'-0"x6'-0"

CLOSET

BED/SOFA

20'-0"x11'-6"

BED

BED

Cabin

SA
M

YN
 -

D
'E

LI
A 

AR
C

H
IT

EC
TS

JE
R

IC
H

O
 C

AB
IN

08
/1

7/
20

22

Scale:  3/16" = 1'-0"1 MAIN FLOOR PLAN 263 sq. ft. x Estimated Seasonal Cost $350/sq. ft. = $92,050

263 sq. ft. x Estimated Winterized Cost $450/sq. ft. = $118,350

ESTIMATED 2022 COSTS - Expect 7% to 10% Yearly Inflation

Future Construction

ARCHITECTURE

FLOOR PLAN



PREFERRED CONCEPT JERICHO MOUNTAIN

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY B40

CABIN

MAIN LEVEL
100' - 0"

MAIN LEVEL
100' - 0"

MAIN LEVEL
100' - 0"

MAIN LEVEL
100' - 0"

SA
M

YN
 -

D
'E

LI
A 

AR
C

H
IT

EC
TS

JE
R

IC
H

O
 C

AB
IN

08
/1

7/
20

22

Scale:  1/8" = 1'-0"1 NORTH ELEVATION
Scale:  1/8" = 1'-0"2 EAST ELEVATION

Scale:  1/8" = 1'-0"3 SOUTH ELEVATION
Scale:  1/8" = 1'-0"4 WEST ELEVATION

Future Construction

ARCHITECTURE

ELEVATION



M
O

LL
ID

G
EW

O
C

K
B. NORTHERN PARKS



FACILITY ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS MOLLIDGEWOCK

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY B42

 > Connection to the Androscoggin River 

 > It’s out there! Sense of wilderness and remoteness 

 > Entry level recreation opportunities

 > Fishing, paddling, and floating are part of the culture as a 
stop along the Northern Forest Canoe Trail 

 > Great access to outdoor recreation and wildlife at Umbagog 
Lake State Park and Umbagog National Wildlife Refuge 

NEAREST URBAN AREA: BERLIN - 39 MINUTE DRIVE

PARK INFO ACTIVITIES PARK AMENITIES CAMPSITE TYPES

 > 46 Acres 
 > 44 Campsites

 > Paddling
 > Swimming 
 > Fishing 

 > Canoe Rentals 
 > Pit Toilets 
 > Beaches
 > Park Store
 > Boat Launch
 > Picnic Pavilion
 > Potable Water

 > Lean-to 
 > Standard 
(no room for trailer hookups) 
 > Tent Only 
 > Remote



FACILITY ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS MOLLIDGEWOCK

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY B43
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1. PARK ENTRY 
 > Poorly defined / confusing entrance, very constrained 

 > High traffic speed on highway, easy to miss entry 

 > Regular visitors often use cut-off entry

 > Line-of-sight limits options for entry relocation

2. CHECK-IN ENTRY
 > Temporary trailer being used as park office 

 > Two old cabins being used for firewood storage - operational challenge 

 > Canoe / kayak rental

3. BOAT LAUNCH AREA 
 > Steep grade on lawn-covered boat launch 

 > Tight conditions for vehicles with trailers

 > Commercial boat operators use this as launching point, pickup down river

4. ENTRY ROAD
 > Very narrow area for campsites between road and river 

 > Parking challenging at some sites due to grade change 

 > Multiple clogged culverts under road 

 > Wetlands between highway and entrance road

 > Long, straight road lends itself to speeding

 > Closed portion of road would be expensive to reconstruct and would face   
 permitting challenges 

5. CAMPSITES / WATERFRONT
 > Many campsites are very close together with no buffer

 > Water access is poorly defined and prone to erosion. 

 > No “beach”

 > Water level can fluctuate +/- 2’

CUT THROUGH 

+
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QUICK FACTS

UTILIZATION TRENDS

Average 5-Year Utilization: 35.12%

Average Peak-Season Utilization: 45.66%

Average Off Season Utilization: 19.78%

> 50 Percent Annual Utilization

< 15  Percent Annual Utilization

Remote Site (>50 Percent Annual Utilization)

< 50 Percent Annual Utilization

Of the 44 campsite options, six of the sites 
achieve an annual utilization of 50 percent 
or more. Five campsites have less than a 15 
percent utilization rate. These site are located 
closest to the entry to the campsite. 

R

SITE UTILIZATION
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INFRASTRUCTURE
WATER SUPPLY 
Supply is from a drilled well (1) next to site 7A. 
A small pump house with a State 36-gallon 
hydropneumatic tank that maintains pressure 
for the system

Distribution goes north and south from the well 
location to supply the office buildings and six 
spigots throughout the campground 

WASTEWATER
The office buildings are served by a small 
septic system (2) south of the buildings.

A toilet structure sits directly over the tank. The 
leach field area is in a small area surrounded by 
wetland and close to the river.

POWER
Overhead power is served to a pole near the 
office buildings. Service from that pole are 
underground to those two buildings and the 
well pump house.

2

1
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CABINS

Number 2 cabins

Original Use #1 office; #2 living

Current Use Wood storage; Maintenance

New Use Demo rear addition to original cabins.  Could be part of new service 
building or rental cabins

Year Built 1940, moved current location, when park was established

Construction Traditional log construction

History

Logging company built and used both cabins before the area 
became a state park. An additional Trailer was added when the 
cabins were not fit for habitation. The trailer will be removed along 
with later additions to each original building.

Size 12’x18’ original building

Upgrade needed Foundation, general repair roof logs and walls, some interior work. 

Accessible Could be made so

Historically 
Significant Possibly (Not endemic to site)

GAZEBOLEAN-TO

Number 1

Current Use Wood storage; Maintenance

Year Built 2006

Construction Heavy Timber and Stick Built.

Size 12’x12’

Condition Good

Accessible No

Historically 
Significant No

Number 2

Condition Good

STRUCTURES
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A Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment was 
completed for the proposed Mollidgewock State Park 
Campground expansion project in Errol, New Hampshire. 
This study identified a previously recorded Native American 
archaeological site (27CO0162) in the southern portion of the 
project area. An expanded Phase IB Intensive Archaeological 
Investigation and Phase II Determination of Eligibility study 
is recommended for this site to gather additional data on 
its age, nature, integrity, and spatial extent. This will include 
the excavation of a maximum of twenty additional shovel 
test pits to complete testing in the well-drained portions 
of the project area not addressed by the earlier NHDHR 
survey, and to close any gaps in the portion of the project 
area that was included in the survey. It would also include 
the excavation of a maximum of eight one-meter square 
excavation units placed judgmentally around the previous 
identified feature or other areas of potential features or 
artifact concentrations, as well as provisions for a maximum 
of two radiocarbon dates and analysis of calcined bone by a 
qualified zooarchaeologist. This study would also provide a 
determination of the eligibility of site 27CO0162 for listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places.

The remainder of the project area, because of its sloping, 
rocky, and poorly drained terrain, is not considered sensitive 
for Native American archaeological sites, and no further 
study is recommended.

ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW
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Mollidgewock State Park is a relatively recent addition 
to the State Park system.  The campground is of interest 
for its origins in the early 1970s but most of its buildings 
and features are less than fifty years old.  The site was 
developed over a period of years in the 1970s-80s, and 
additional changes were made by the State in the 1990s.  
As a property created within the past fifty years, it is not 
of exceptional importance for its historic associations with 
outdoor recreation.  The individuals associated with the 
campground did not rise to the level of importance to make 
it eligible under Criterion B.  Mollidgewock State Park is not 
significant under Criterion C as an example of campground 
or park layout.  It does not represent a particular period 
of construction and is not a designed landscape.  The two 
log cabins are of interest for their early twentieth century 
construction. However, as moved buildings, they no longer 
have integrity for their original use, and individually, the 
structures do not have significance for their architecture or 
construction.  The land may have significance under Criterion 
D for information potential.  Previous testing has confirmed 
a site with high archaeological sensitivity and there has been 
limited disturbance by the surficial campsites.  

See Appendix for complete historic resources overview  by 
Preservation Company.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
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SITE PLAN OPTION A
EXISTING SITES: 44

SITES REMOVED: 14

NEW SITES: 14

TOTAL # OF SITES: 44 (NOT INCLUDING 5 REMOTE SITES )  

1. PARK ENTRY 
 > Main entry moves to existing cut through

 > Improved entry sign, open up view to river

2. OFFICE CORE
 > New office/store building and firewood storage shed

 > New floating dock / boat launch

3. UPLAND CAMPING
 > A short 2-way road serves new campsites and a new bathhouse. 
at the end to access platform sites 
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CONTINUED
SITE PLAN OPTION A

4. UPLAND 

 > 5 Lean-Tos

 > 6 Cabins (2 Existing)

 > 5 Platforms

5. BATHHOUSE 
 > The bathhouse is located on the uphill side of the road outside 
of the expected wetland area. 

 > Location is centralized between the new uphill camping area 
and the existing waterfront sites  

6. COMMON SPACE
 > The pavilion shifted to the center of the common area

 > Open lawn area for informal play, seating with views of river

 > Improved infrastructure for water access and seating centered 
on the pavilion  

7. TRAIL LOOP / BOARDWALK 
 > New trails move users through the common space, over 
wetlands via a boardwalk, and into a trail loop in the hillside 
forest 

 > Main connection to trails is at the common space

 > Multi-use trail loop provides another activity option 
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SITE PLAN OPTION B
EXISTING SITES: 44

SITES REMOVED: 14

NEW SITES: 18

TOTAL # OF SITES: 49 (NOT INCLUDING 5 REMOTE SITES )  

1. PARK ENTRY 
 > Main entry moves to existing cut through

 > Improved entry sign, open up view to river

 > Potential relocation of boat launch to existing pull-off with 
improved access 

 > Road between parking area and new main entry is 
converted to path 

2. UPLAND CAMPING
 > New 1-way loop road serves new wooded campsites. 

 > Circulation in existing campground core becomes 1-way for 
improved pedestrian safety 
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CONTINUED
SITE PLAN OPTION B

3. OFFICE CORE 
 > The office, store, rentals, and boat put-in are moved to 
the center of the campground allowing for easier guest 
access 

 > The Camp store will service paddlers and guests

4. UPLAND

 > 8 Lean-Tos (2 Existing)

 > 10 Cabins (2 Existing)

 > 2 Platforms (2 Existing)

5. BATHHOUSE 
 > New bathhouse in central location over existing 
campsite  

6. COMMON SPACE  
 > Open lawn area for informal play, seating with views of 
river

 > Improved infrastructure for water access and seating   

7. TRAIL LOOP / BOARDWALK 
 > Boardwalk connections from the office core and 
bathhouse allow for access to trails in the uphill forest

 > Multi-use trail loop provides another activity option 
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EXISTING SITES: 45

REMOVED SITES: 15

NEW SITES: 23

TOTAL # OF SITES: 53 (NOT INCLUDING PADDLE ONLY SITES)

NOTE: GOAL IS TO CONVERT 15 STANDARD SITES TO IMPROVED 
SITES (W/E), FINAL NUMBER AND LOCATION OF SITES TO BE 
CONVERTED TBD  

1. PARK ENTRY 
 > Main entry moves to the existing cut through with improved signage  

2. BACK OF HOUSE 
 > Existing office location to be re-purposed as the back-of-house 
space used for long-term wood storage, trash and recycling, and a 
dump station  

3. MULTI-PURPOSE TRAIL / TRAIL LOOP
 > A multi-purpose trail along the water will connect to a trail loop in 
the upland forest

SITE PLAN
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4. CENTRAL OFFICE 
 > The office, store, rentals, and boat launch have moved 
to the center of the campground allowing for easier 
guest/paddler access and staff supervision 

5. UPLAND CAMPING POD 
 > A 1-way loop road provides access to new upland 
wooded campsites. 

 > 6 walk-in Shelter Sites 

 > 15 Standard Sites 

6. COMMON SPACE 
 > A new common space along the waterfront provides an 
open lawn area for informal play, relocated pavilion, and 
a stone stabilized shoreline for improved water access 
 

7. BATHHOUSE 
 > A new accessible bathhouse will be conveniently 
located between the upland and waterfront campsites 
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CONTINUED
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ARCHITECTURE
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1144 sq. ft. x Estimated Winterized Cost $900/sq. ft. = $1,029,600

Crawford Notch Bathhouse Estimated Renovation Cost @ $300/sq. ft. 

ESTIMATED 2022 COSTS - Expect 7% to 10% Yearly Inflation

FLOOR PLAN
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Scale:  3/16" = 1'-0"1 MAIN FLOOR PLAN 1040 sq. ft. x Estimated Seasonal Cost $500/sq. ft. = $520,000

1040 sq. ft. x Estimated Winterized Cost $750/sq. ft. = $780,000

ESTIMATED 2022 COSTS - Expect 7% to 10% Yearly Inflation
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Scale:  3/16" = 1'-0"1 MAIN FLOOR PLAN 480 sq. ft. x Estimated Cost $150/sq. ft. = $73,000

ESTIMATED 2022 COSTS - Expect 7% to 10% Yearly Inflation
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 > Largest developed state park in New Hampshire 

 > Activities for everyone

 > Group sites and event spaces 

 > Horseback riding 

 > Mountain biking 

 > CCC historic resources and museum complex

NEAREST URBAN AREA NORTH: MANCHESTER - 25 MINUTE DRIVE  
NEAREST URBAN AREA SOUTH: CONCORD - 30 MINUTE DRIVE 

PARK INFO ACTIVITIES PARK AMENITIES CAMPSITE TYPES

 > 9,976 Acres 
 > 2 Working 
Campgrounds: 
Beaver Pond  
(101 Sites) and 
Bear Hill Camp  
(8 Cabins)
 > Established as 
State Forest: 
1916 

 > Established 
as State Park: 
1943 
 > Much of 
park is on or 
eligible for 
the National 
Historic 
Register

 > Swimming
 > Fishing 
 > Hiking
 > Horseback 
Riding 
 > Wildlife 
Viewing
 > Archery/Bow 
Hunting 
 > Canoe/Kayak 

 > Mountain 
Biking  
 > Snowmobiling 
 > Snowshoeing
 > Mushing 
 > XC Skiing 
 

 > Beach 
 > Playground
 > Canoe Rentals 
 > Camp Store 
 > RV Dump Station
 > Learning Environments 
 > Picnic Pavilion 
 > Event Pavilion 

 > Cabin 
 > Pop-up/Tent 
 > Standard (room for trailer) 
 > Tent Only
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BEAR BROOK STATE PARK
TRAILS MAP

BEAR BROOK STATE PARK WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1943
 > The park began its life as a start forest in 1916 with the gift of Catamount 
Hill and Catamount Brook. Civilian Conservation Corps began work at 
Bear Brook in 1935 constructing one of the nation’s first Recreation 
Demonstration Areas.

2 WORKING CAMPGROUNDS - BEAVER POND AND BEAR HILL CAMP
 > Located in the southeast of the park, Beaver Pond is the largest working 
campground with 101 campsites. Bear Hill Camp currently has 8 cabins 
available for rent.

CATAMOUNT POND AND PAVILION
 > At the northern entry of the park is the Catamount Pond Picnic Pavilion 
and Group Pavilion. This is a popular location for day use guests and 
events. 

HAYES FIELD
 > At the center of the park is Hayes Field. This is a popular starting point 
for mountain bikers and equestrian riders.

ARCHERY POND
 > On the east side of the park is Archery Pond, a universally accessible fly-
fishing-only pond. There are also two public archery ranges. 

CATAMOUNT 
POND 

BEAR HILL BEAVER POND 
CAMPGROUND
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CATAMOUNT 
POND 

CATAMOUNT 
POND 

BEAR HILL

BEAR HILL

BEAVER POND 
CAMPGROUND

BEAVER POND 
CAMPGROUND

TRAIL CONNECTIONS 
 > Over 60 miles of trail on 
10,000 acres

 > Trails are available for 
hiking, running, mountain 
biking, and equestrians

 > Bear Hill Campground sits 
in the heart of the Bear 
Brook trail system and 
Catamount Pond is at the 
northern head of the trail 
system

 > Mountain biking trails at 
Bear Brook are ranked 
#2 in state after Highland 
Mountain Bike Park on 
singletracks.com. 

 > Trails are very popular for 
equestrian use

 > Managing the network to 
prevent potential conflict 
will be important 

EQUESTRIAN TRAIL MAP VIA NEW HAMPSHIRE HORSE COUNCIL MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL MAP VIA TRAILFORKS.COM
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REVITALIZED BEAR HILL CAMP CABIN CATAMOUNT POND GROUP PAVILION / EVENT SPACE SWIMMING AT CATAMOUNT POND PICNIC PAVILION CATAMOUNT POND PICNIC PAVILION

SNOWY FOOTBRIDGE MOUNTAIN BIKING VIEWS FALL FOLIAGE TRAIL RIDING BEAVER POND WATERFRONT CAMPSITE 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
CABIN CLUSTERS 

 > The Pines, Ledges, Maples, and Oaks cabin clusters all have 
8 cabins, 1 washroom, and 1 shared lodge 

 > Despite the consistency of the architecture, each cluster 
has a slightly different character due to terrain, vegetation, 
and views 

 > The Oaks cluster was recently renovated and are the only 
cabins available for rent

COMMON SPACE
 > The core of the Bear Hill Camp is the shared common 
space which includes the dining hall, staff quarters, 
infirmary, rec. hall, and several other buildings. 

 > Currently no clear use for the common buildings but most 
are in good shape. 

ADMINISTRATION AREA 
 > This area, which includes the office building, maintenance 
garage, and parking area, is the primary point of access for 
visitors

BEACH
 > A dock and several buildings used to be located at the 
beach.

 > Access to the water for swimming and non-motorized 
boating

LOOK OUT 
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EARTHEN DAM AND 
SPILLWAY

Cabins  

Washhouse

Shared Structures  

Shared Trails 

Removed Structure

Wetlands

Stairs  

Mountain Bike Trails

River / Stream 
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Note: Topography observed on-site appeared less extreme in some areas than topographic information indicates

SLOPES

CABIN CLUSTERS 
 > Slopes at Maples and Oaks clusters are predominately 15-25%. 

 > Slopes at Ledges are 8-30%

 > Slopes at Pines are more favorable with 75% of cabins on slopes of 2-8%

 > Steep slopes along shoreline make accessing the water anywhere other 
than the beach challenging.

COMMON SPACE
 > Slopes in most of the common spaces are favorable for accessible 
circulation. 

 > There is currently no accessible connection to the dining hall / common 
space from the Maples and Oaks clusters 

BEACH
 > There is road access to the beach but the slope is not accessible for 
pedestrians, access road ranges from 8-20%
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INFRASTRUCTURE
WATER SUPPLY
Water supply is provided by a drilled well that feeds a pump house (1) with 
a Well-X-Trol WX-250 hydropneumatic pressure tank.

Water is distributed in HDPE piping laid on the ground to the bathroom 
buildings and various common building with water services. These 
buildings include bathroom buildings for the Central, Oaks, Maples, Ledges, 
and Pines, dining hall, infirmary, staff quarters, art studio, and Scannel Hall.

POWER
Power is primarily supplied by overhead distribution (2). 
 
WASTEWATER
Central Leach Field: The buildings served by the central leach field (3) 
were not definitively identified. It appears that the Pines and Ledges 
washhouses both have wastewater tanks with a pump system that most 
likely sends wastewater to the central leach field. The condition and 
functionality of the pump systems is unknown. We assume the infirmary 
and the dining hall are served by tanks that gravity flow to the leach field.
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INFRASTRUCTURE
WASTEWATER CONTINUED
Art Studio: This building has a wash sink only and no bathrooms or other 
wastewater use. An apparent old wastewater pipe was observed leaving 
underneath the building to the north.

Oaks Washhouse: A tank gravity feeds to a distribution box and leach field 
(4). The system appears to be in good working condition.

The Maples Washhouse: A tank gravity feeds to a distribution box and 
leach field. The tank and distribution box are a bit more removed from 
the immediate building area, and the leach field (5) is down the trail in a 
clearing west of the cabin cluster.

Shower Building: There is reportedly a tank with a leach field (6), but the 
tank has to be pumped with extreme frequency.

Pit Toilet (BBR100): There is an old hot water tank that is not in use, 
indicating that there may have been a shower facility there at some point, 
but no water supply or wastewater system were observed.
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CABINS

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page P30 of P63 

AREA FORM BEAR HILL POND CAMP HISTORIC DISTRICT

Photo 41      BBR43C   Cabin – counselor type  Direction:  S 

Photo 42      BBR43D   Cabin – side porch type  Direction:  E 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page P32 of P63 

AREA FORM BEAR HILL POND CAMP HISTORIC DISTRICT

Photo 45      BBR43G   Cabin – end porch    Direction:  E 

Photo 46      BBR43H   Cabin – side porch    Direction:  SE 

COUNSELOR CABIN

STRUCTURES
CABIN CLUSTERS

Built 1936

Number of Buildings 6

Size 14’x12’

Construction Type Stone foundation, stick framing, double hung windows, waney board siding, recent metal 
roofing. gable roofing porch heavy timber construction.  

General Condition Cabin conditions vary;  problems with foundation, siding framing, windows are consistent 
with all cabins, but some are worse than others.

History Sleeping cabin for two counselors.

Potential Re-Use Camper cabin for four.

Accessible Doesn’t meet ADA Accessibility, but could be provided.

Historically Significant Yes

Summary of Renovations 
for the Oaks Unit

Historical character has been maintained with only minimal modifications, i.e. window 
storm shades, improved accessibility, modified porch railing.

Built 1936

Number of Buildings 24

Size 12’-6”x20’x6”    13’x19’-4

Construction Type Stone foundation, stick framing, double hung windows, waney board siding, recent metal 
roofing. gable roofing porch heavy timber construction.  

General Condition
The condition of the remaining cabins varies quite a bit, but in general all need some stone 
foundation repair, replacement of some wood foundation sills, waney board replacement, 
re-roofing, interior clean up and general carpentry.

History Sleeping cabin for 4 campers, 

Potential Re-Use Continue with original use with some upgrades by adding more ADA accessible cabins, 
window. Could sleep 6 guests.

Accessible Some cabins can be made ADA accessible.

Historically Significant Yes

Summary of Renovations 
for the Oaks Unit

Historical character has been maintained with only minimal modifications, i.e. window 
storm shades, ADA accessibility, modified porch railing.



CONTEXT BEAR HILL AT BEAR BROOK

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY C11

WASH HOUSE LODGE

STRUCTURES
CABIN CLUSTERS

Built 1936

Number of Buildings 4

Size 728 square feet

Construction Type Stone foundation, stick framing, double hung windows, waney board siding, recent metal 
roofing. gable roofing porch heavy timber construction.  

General Condition
The condition varies quite a bit, but in general all need some stone foundation repair, 
replacement of some wood foundation sills, waney board replacement, re-roofing, interior 
clean up and general carpentry, and window repair or replacement.

History Meeting place for unit campers to get together for activities.

Potential Re-Use Would make a good group and family cabin rental or continue original use as a meeting 
place for campers.

Accessible Doesn't meet ADA accessible, but could be provided.

Historically Significant Yes

Summary of Renovations 
for the Oaks Unit

Historical character has been maintained with only minimal modifications, i.e. window 
storm shades, improved accessibility, modified porch railing.

Built 1936

Number of Buildings 4

Size 21’-3’x10’-6’

Construction Type
Stone foundation, stick framing, double hung windows, waney board siding, shingle 
roofing, porch with heavy timber construction. Electric and plumbing utilities. Slab on 
grade.

General Condition Unrenovated building shells are generally in same condition as other buildings. Interior will 
need new toilet and wash facilities and interior finishes that are hygienically appropriate.

History Latrine and wash house had three stalls inside.

Potential Re-Use Renovate to current restroom standards either for latrine or eventual new septic system.

Accessible Doesn’t meet ADA Accessibility, but could be provided.

Historically Significant Yes

Summary of Renovations 
for the Oaks Unit Renovated several years ago with a toilet and sink and interior paneling. 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page P52 of P63 

AREA FORM BEAR HILL POND CAMP HISTORIC DISTRICT

Photo 82      BBR51   Unit 3 “Ledges” Lodge    Direction: W 

Photo 83      BBR52   Unit 4 Washhouse    Direction:  SE 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page P52 of P63 

AREA FORM BEAR HILL POND CAMP HISTORIC DISTRICT

Photo 82      BBR51   Unit 3 “Ledges” Lodge    Direction: W 

Photo 83      BBR52   Unit 4 Washhouse    Direction:  SE 
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SCANNEL HALL HELPS QUARTER’S CENTRAL WASH HOUSE

STRUCTURES
COMMON SPACE

Built 1972

Size 2002 square feet

Construction Type

Standard stick construction with wood 
truss roof framing, concrete slap, pier 
foundation, TS-11 siding casement windows.  
Electric service provided.

General Condition Good condition, solid construction, not part 
of original camp.

History
Replaced burned down original recreation 
building, and was used as recreation 
building ad general assembly.

Potential Re-Use Building is a large hall and probably would 
continue to serve that purpose.

Accessible Yes

Historically Significant No

Built 1936

Size 660 square feet; 36”x17”

Construction Type
Stone foundation, stick framing, double hung 
windows, waney board siding, recent metal 
roofing, heavy timber construction.  

General Condition

Overall good condition needing typical 
repair of stone foundation, windows repair 
or replace, interior clean up clean up and 
general carpentry.

History Camp service employees housing.

Potential Re-Use
Could be converted into larger rental cabin 
for groups and families, or camp staff 
housing.

Accessible Doesn’t meet current ADA standards, but 
could be provided.

Historically Significant Yes

Built 1936

Size 11’0”x21’-3”

Construction Type

Stone foundation, concrete foundation, stick 
framing, double hung windows, waney board 
siding, recent metal roofing. gable roofing 
porch heavy timber construction.  Electric 
and plumbing utilities.  

General Condition

Overall the structure is in good condition.  
Typical repair of stone foundation, windows 
replace or repair), general clean up & 
carpentry, interior is tongue and groove 
paneling.

History Original  building with shower room, two 
small bathrooms, dressing area.

Potential Re-Use

Could have modernized interior layout and 
design and continue to be a wash house.  
Connected to camp electrical, water and 
septic system.

Accessible Doesn't meet current ADA standards, but 
can be provided.

Historically Significant Yes
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Photo 22      BBR37   Scannel Hall – Recreation lodge    Direction:  SE 

Photo 23      BBR38   Nature Lodge    Direction:  SW 
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Photo 32      BBR41   Ice House    Direction:  SSE 

Photo 33      BBR42   Central Washhouse    Direction:  NE 
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Photo 18      BBR35   Kitchen interior    Direction:  ENE 

Photo 19      BBR36   Help’s quarters    Direction:  N 
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INFIRMARY ICE HOUSE/STORAGE KITCHEN/DINING HALL

STRUCTURES
COMMON SPACE

Built 1936

Size 812 square feet

Construction Type

Stone foundation, stick framing, double 
hung windows, waney board siding, recent 
metal roofing. Electric and  plumbing utilities 
(1990).

General Condition

General condition is good needing typical 
repair of stone foundation, general carpentry 
windows repaired or replaced, interior demo 
of more recent additions to the interior..

History
Infirmary with required spaces, three beds 
rooms, nurses bedroom, dispensary laundry, 
and bathroom.

Potential Re-Use
Could be converted into bath house with 
toilets, shower, and laundry.

Accessible Doesn’t meet current ADA standards, but 
could be provided.

Historically Significant Yes

Built 1936

Size 300 square feet

Construction Type
Stone foundation, stick framing, double hung 
windows, waney board siding, recent metal 
roofing. 

General Condition Poor

History Storage of cut ice and kitchen supplies.

Potential Re-Use Unknown

Accessible No

Historically Significant Yes

Built 1936

Size 2363 square feet with “T” shape plan.

Construction Type

Stick built construction, stone fireplace, 
waney board siding, exposed rafters, heavy 
timber framing of porch, large window 
openings for screens.

General Condition

This building I, if used as a place of assembly 
would need complete structural analysis of 
frame, many modifications and repairs done 
over the years particularly after 1971 time.  
Building will need significant repairs  and 
upgrades.

History Dining, kitchen, assembly, and meetings.

Potential Re-Use
Could be renovated o be a kitchen and 
dining hall.  Good size and location with view 
of the lake.

Accessible Doesn’t meet current ADA standards, but 
could be provided.

Historically Significant Yes

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page P9 of P63 

AREA FORM BEAR HILL POND CAMP HISTORIC DISTRICT

Photo 5      BBR34   Infirmary    Direction:  N 

Photo 6      BBR34   Infirmary rear elevation    Direction:  SW 
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Photo 32      BBR41   Ice House    Direction:  SSE 

Photo 33      BBR42   Central Washhouse    Direction:  NE 
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STAFF QUARTERS CRAFT CABIN NATURE LODGE

STRUCTURES
COMMON SPACE

Built 1936

Size 41’-3”x17’-9”

Construction Type

Stone foundation, stone fireplace, stick 
framing, double hung windows, waney board 
siding, recent metal roofing. gable roofing 
porch, heavy timber construction.  Electric 
and plumbing utilities.

General Condition

Overall the structure is in good condition.  
Typical repair of stone foundation, windows 
replace or repair), general clean up & 
carpentry.  Stone fireplace that needs 
inspection.

History
Staff housing four bedrooms, main living 
room and large porch.  Did no have 
bathroom and kitchen

Potential Re-Use
Future camp operation could redesign 
interior for staff housing or group rental.  
Potential as bath house.

Accessible Doesn’t meet current ADA standards, but 
could be provided.

Historically Significant Yes

Built 1937

Size 27 1/2’ X 19’-0”

Construction Type
Stone foundation, stick framing, double hung 
windows, waney board siding, porch, electric 
and plumbing utilities.

General Condition

General condition is good needing typical 
repair of stone foundation, general carpentry 
windows repaired or replaced, interior demo 
of more recent additions to the interior..

History Used by camp organizations for craft and 
other workshop activities.

Potential Re-Use
Could be reconfigured to be large group 
family rental cabin.  Excellent location with 
view of pond.

Accessible Doesn’t meet current ADA standards, but 
could be provided.

Historically Significant Yes

Built 1936

Size 27’-6”x14’-6”

Construction Type

Stone foundation, stick framing, double hung 
windows, waney board siding, recent metal 
roofing. gable roofing porch heavy timber 
construction.  Electric and plumbing utilities.

General Condition
Overall the structure is in good condition.  
Typical repair of stone foundation, windows 
replace or repair), 

History
Nature museum and nature “base” exhibits 
with displays and cabinets for programs for 
campers

Potential Re-Use Good location overlooking pond.  Good 
rental cabin for larger groups and families.

Accessible Doesn’t meet current ADA standards, but 
could be provided.

Historically Significant Yes
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Photo 24      BBR38   Nature Lodge interior  Direction:  N 

Photo 25      BBR39   Staff Quarters    Direction:  NW 
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Photo 22      BBR37   Scannel Hall – Recreation lodge    Direction:  SE 

Photo 23      BBR38   Nature Lodge    Direction:  SW 
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Current Photographs 
Date taken: November 2012  Image files stored at: Preservation Company

Photo 1       BBR32   Gross Hall (Craft Shop), front porch detail     Direction:  E 

Photo 2      BBR32   Gross Hall (Craft Hall)    Direction:  NE 
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ADMINISTRATION BUILDING MAINTENANCE GARAGE

STRUCTURES
COMMON SPACE

Built 1936

Size 674 square feet

Construction Type
Stone foundation, stick framing, double hung 
windows, waney board siding, recent metal 
roofing. Electric and plumbing utilities.

General Condition

Overall good condition needing typical 
repair of stone foundation, windows repair 
or replace, interior clean up and general 
carpentry.

History Administrative offices and camp store, 
“canteen.”

Potential Re-Use Could continue to be used for administrative 
services for future camp operations.  

Accessible Doesn’t meet current ADA standards, but 
could be provided.

Historically Significant Yes

Built 1936

Size 3 Bay Garage

Construction Type

Stone foundation, stick framing, double 
hung windows, waney board siding, recent 
metal roofing. Electric service provided, and 
plumbing is unknown.

General Condition
Appears to be in similar condition as other 
buildings, but needs a more thorough 
inspection.

History Vehicle storage and maintenance workshop 
and storage.

Potential Re-Use Garage and workshop.

Accessible Possibly

Historically Significant Yes
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Photo 3      BBR33   Administration Building      Direction:  S 

Photo 4      Kiosk Direction:  SSW 
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Photo 28     Lookout deck    Direction:  NNW 

Photo 29      BBR40   Maintenance Garage    Direction:  SW 
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EXPANSION OPPORTUNITIES
1. EXPANSION AREA 

 > Size: 2.5 Acres

 > Slope: 0-8%

 > Existing pit toilet in expansion area

 > No focal point or views, not close to water 

 > Some wet areas to avoid 

2. BEACH REVITALIZATION 
 > Opportunity to improve swimming access and expand water 
activities

3. TRAIL CONNECTIONS 
 > Opportunity to improve access to existing trail network

4. LOOK OUT POINT
 > Opportunity for new lookout destination

5. CABIN CLUSTERS
 > Opportunity to renovate cabin clusters (similar to Oaks) and add 
additional amenities 

 > Maintain pedestrian-oriented spaces  

6.COMMON SPACE 
 > Opportunity to convert some buildings to lodging rental, camp 
store, etc.

 > Larger buildings like dining hall present more questions in terms of 
program and operations

 > Opportunities for staff housing in ex. buildings 
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Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment was completed for the proposed 
Bear Brook State Park Bear Hill Pond Campground Expansion Project in Allenstown, 
New Hampshire. The project area is situated on extremely rocky terrain. No 
archaeological sites or areas of archaeological sensitivity were identified, and no 
further study is recommended. 

ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW
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Bear Brook State Park was created by the National Park Service as a 
Recreational Demonstration Area and built by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in 1935-1942.  It has been a state park since 1943.   Facilities 
include a swimming beach with pavilion and bathhouse, picnic areas 
with shelters, a public archery range, fishing ponds, a campground and 
two group camps.   

The Bear Brook State Park Historic District was determined eligible 
for the National Register of Historic Places in 2017.  The boundary of 
the historic district encompasses the entire park. All buildings and 
structures and built landscape features more than fifty years old are 
assumed to contribute.  Most date from the 1930s-40s and retain 
historic groupings and layout.  

Within the large district, Bear Hill Pond Camp was previously 
determined eligible as a historic district in 2013. 

Bear Brook State Park is eligible for the National Register under Criteria 
A and C, in the areas of recreation and conservation, as well as politics 
and government, architecture and landscape architecture.  Bear Brook 
was designed and built by the federal government as a work-relief 
project, to be operated as a model state park.  Bear Brook State Park 
is significant for its “Park Service Rustic” architecture.  There have been 
few changes to the buildings and structures planned by the National 
Park Service and erected by the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

Bear Hill Pond Camp is significant as a fully developed and well 
preserved example of an organized group summer camp built in an 
RDA.  Built in 1936-37, the camp remains as designed except for the 
loss of one or two buildings and a few recently built at the edges.  The 
layout of buildings and relationship to landscape and features like the 
pond are significant.  The central administrative buildings include the 
lodge, infirmary, offices, nature and crafts buildings, etc. are all original.  
The four units each have eight cabins, a small lodge and a washhouse.  
The designs by NPS architects are similar to buildings in other RDA 
camps. 

See Appendix for complete historic resources overview by Preservation 
Company.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page 71 of 100
last update 13.01.2011 

AREA FORM BEAR HILL POND CAMP HISTORIC DISTRICT

State Park Trails Map 2008 
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SITE PLAN OPTION A
1. RENOVATE CABIN PODS

 > Renovate all 4 cabin pods for group and 
individual rentals 

 > Option: renovate cabin pod lodge buildings for 
overnight use 

2. ACCESSIBLE CABIN POD/PATH
 > The Pines terrain is most suitable for an 
accessible pod due to its gentle terrain within 
the pod and between the dining hall 

3.  RENOVATE COMMON SPACE BUILDINGS
 > Renovate the craft, nature, helpers quarters, and 
staff quarters buildings into overnight rentals

4. IMPROVED ENTRY 
 > A formalized parking area, renovated admin 
building (office/store) with new wood storage 
shed

 > Improve entry loop for emergency access 
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SITE PLAN OPTION B
1. IMPROVED PARKING ACCESS

 > Each pod will now have a  dedicated parking 
area and new overflow parking areas for 
events

 > Wagons could be used to help guests move 
their belongings to their cabins 

2. ACCESSIBLE BATHHOUSES 
 > New bathhouses are proposed between the 
Pines and Ledges, and also between Maples 
and Oaks  

3.  NEW DOCK AT BEACH 
 > A new dock at the beach will help create a 
sense of place and allow for improved water 
access
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SITE PLAN
1. IMPROVED TRAIL CONNECTIONS 

 > New trails create improved access to the 
existing trail system 

 > A pond loop makes exploration easy for 
guests  

2. MOUNTAIN BIKE FLOW TRAIL
 > A family-friendly flow trail is fun for a whole 
family and good practice before hitting the 
trails  

3. NATURE LOOP
 > An interpretive and interactive play loop  

4. SCENIC OVERLOOK 
 > A scenic overlook encourages guests to 
explore  

5. BOAT RENTALS / SWIMMING DOCK 
 >  Non-motorized boat rentals for guests to 
explore Bear Hill Pond

 > A dock provides improved swimming and 
fishing 
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CABIN CAPACITY
CABIN POD CAPACITY:
Camper Cabin = 6 x 6 cabins ...................................36

Staff Cabin = 4 x 2 cabins ............................................ 8

Guest Capacity per pod ............................................ 44

TOTAL CAPACITY FOR 4 PODS  ......................176
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CABIN CAPACITY
CABIN POD CAPACITY:
Camper Cabin = 6 x 6 cabins ...................................36

Staff Cabin = 4 x 2 cabins ............................................ 8

Lodge Capacity = 8 x 1 .................................................. 8

Guest Capacity per pod  ............................................52

CAPACITY FOR 4 CABIN PODS  ......................208

COMMON SPACE CAPACITY
A. Scannel Hall  ................................................................0

B. Maintenance Garage* ...............................................0

C. Administration *..........................................................0

D. Help’s Quarters* .....................................................6-8

E. Central Washhouse*  .................................................0

F. Infirmary* .......................................................................0

G. Ice House* .....................................................................0

H. Dining Hall/ Kitchen* ................................................0

I. Staff Quarters* ........................................................ 8-10

J. Lookout Deck  ..............................................................0

K. Craft Shop* ...............................................................6-8

L. Nature Lodge*  ........................................................6-8

COMMON SPACE CAPACITY .......................... 26-34

SCANNEL HALL EVENT CAPACITY
Approximately 100 people 

DINING HALL SEATING CAPACITY 
Approximately 115 people 

* Structures with Historic Significance
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ARCHITECTURE
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 > Largest developed state park in New Hampshire 

 > Activities for everyone

 > Group sites and event spaces 

 > Horseback riding 

 > Mountain biking 

 > CCC historic resources and museum complex

NEAREST URBAN AREA NORTH: MANCHESTER - 25 MINUTE DRIVE  
NEAREST URBAN AREA SOUTH: CONCORD - 30 MINUTE DRIVE 

PARK INFO ACTIVITIES PARK AMENITIES CAMPSITE TYPES

 > 9,976 Acres 
 > 2 Working 
Campgrounds: 
Beaver Pond  
(101 Sites) and 
Bear Hill Camp  
(8 Cabins)
 > Established as 
State Forest: 
1916 

 > Established 
as State Park: 
1943 
 > Much of 
park is on or 
eligible for 
the National 
Historic 
Register

 > Swimming
 > Fishing 
 > Hiking
 > Horseback 
Riding 
 > Wildlife 
Viewing
 > Archery/Bow 
Hunting 
 > Canoe/Kayak 

 > Mountain 
Biking  
 > Snowmobiling 
 > Snowshoeing
 > Mushing 
 > XC Skiing 
 

 > Beach 
 > Playground
 > Canoe Rentals 
 > Camp Store 
 > RV Dump Station
 > Learning Environments 
 > Picnic Pavilion 
 > Event Pavilion 

 > Cabin 
 > Pop-up/Tent 
 > Standard (room for trailer) 
 > Tent Only
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CATAMOUNT 
POND 

CATAMOUNT 
POND 

BEAR HILL

BEAR HILL

BEAVER POND 
CAMPGROUND

BEAVER POND 
CAMPGROUND

TRAIL CONNECTIONS 
 > Over 60 miles of trail on 
10,000 acres

 > Trails are available for 
hiking, running, mountain 
biking, and equestrians

 > Bear Hill Campground sits 
in the heart of the Bear 
Brook trail system and 
Catamount Pond is at the 
northern head of the trail 
system

 > Mountain biking trails at 
Bear Brook are ranked 
#2 in state after Highland 
Mountain Bike Park on 
singletracks.com. 

 > Trails are very popular for 
equestrian use

 > Managing the network to 
prevent potential conflict 
will be important 

EQUESTRIAN TRAIL MAP VIA NEW HAMPSHIRE HORSE COUNCIL MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL MAP VIA TRAILFORKS.COM
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REVITALIZED BEAR HILL CAMP CABIN CATAMOUNT POND GROUP PAVILION / EVENT SPACE SWIMMING AT CATAMOUNT POND PICNIC PAVILION CATAMOUNT POND PICNIC PAVILION

SNOWY FOOTBRIDGE MOUNTAIN BIKING VIEWS FALL FOLIAGE TRAIL RIDING BEAVER POND WATERFRONT CAMPSITE 
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DAY USE AREA
 > Includes historic CCC Picnic Pavilion / Bathhouse, 
Beach, Playground, and Family Picnic area. 

 > Popular for day-use guests as well as overnight 
guests

EVENT SPACE
 > Includes historic CCC Group Pavilion

 > Space is available for the public to rent and is often 
booked for weddings and parties

EQUESTRIAN CAMPING 
 > Newly cut sites for future equestrian use 

 > Previously picnic site with ball field

 > Cleared of mature Red Pines and features young 
White Pine stands and open areas 

 > Steep slopes separate the equestrian area from Cata-
mount Pond 

 > Equestrian trail connection requires road crossing, 
with possible line-of-sight issues 
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SLOPES 

 > Much of the Catamount Pond proposed equestrian camping area is in 
the 0-8% range

 > Steep slopes border Catamount Pond and the Event Space 

Note: Topography observed on-site appeared less extreme in some areas than topographic information indicates
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INFRASTRUCTURE
WATER

 > Water supply is provided by municipal 
service from the Town of Pembroke. 

 > Distribution to the potential horse 
camping area (picnic area) is provided 
from the road to the picnic shelter/
bathroom building, the barbecue pavilion, 
and five spigot taps throughout the site 

WASTEWATER
 > Wastewater disposal is reportedly handled 
with a septic tank and leach field area 
west and south of the picnic shelter. 

 > No evidence of the system was observed, 
and based on vegetation the leach field is 
likely in poor condition with root intrusion. 

EQUESTRIAN CAMPING 
 > Power is provided to the picnic shelter 
underground from a pole at the road with 
a meter on the pole. 
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TOILET BUILDING PAVILION

PAVILION

STRUCTURES

Year Built 1930’s - 1990’s

Current Use Discontinued use in 2010

Toilets (3) Woman’s and (3) Men’s Stalls

Showers None

Laundry None

Family Bathroom None

Construction / 
Architectural Style Standard stick with live edge siding 

Size +/- 12’ x 20’

Winterized No

Utilities Yes

General Condition Very Poor

Historically 
Significant Yes 

ADA Accessible No

Upgrade Needed 

Building in very poor condition and 
requires complete structural building 
envelope and interior renovation 
as well as expansion for ADA 
compliance. The facility can serve 8 
campsites.  Additional campsite (18) 
would probably require an additional 
restroom building.

Year Built 1930’s 

Construction / 
Architectural 

Style
Traditional Log Construction

Size +/- 12’ x 20’

Historically 
Significant Yes 

ADA Accessible No, can b easily modified 
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EXPANSION
OPPORTUNITIES

1. EXPANSION AREA 
 > Size: 6 Acres

 > Slope: 0-8%

 > Positive aspects of the site for equestrian camping: distance 
away from other campers, proximity to multi-use trails and day 
use area, existing utility infrastructure

 > Potential for group camping

 > Potential for water view sites 

 > Existing toilet building ( would require significant renovation / 
expansion)

2. EXPANSION AREA 
 > Size: 5 Acres 

 > Slope: 0-8%

 > Open with minimal mature tree cover

 > Close to existing roadways and Group Pavilion / Event Space 

 > Potential for group camping 
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This archaeological assessment included background research, visual 
inspection of the project area, and preparation of this letter report. 
Background research included review of previous archaeological studies in 
the Suncook River drainage  (Borstel et al. 2002; Chan et al. 2011; Goodby 
2010; Goodby and Deshler 2018; Hannum and Wheeler 2003), archaeological 
site files, historic maps (Figures 5-8), and soil survey data. Visual inspection 
of the project area was conducted on May 4, 2022, and included observation 
of prevailing terrain and conditions, taking of representative photographs and 
the excavation of selective shovel probes to assess underlying soils (Figure 
4; Plates 1-13). Brian Deshler served as Project Archaeologist and Robert 
Goodby, Ph.D. served as Principal Investigator.  

A Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment was completed for the 
proposed Catamount Pond Campground Expansion project in Bear Brook 
State Park in Allenstown, New Hampshire. Two portions of the project area 
exhibited sensitivity for Native American archaeological sites.  A Phase IB 
Intensive Archaeological Investigation, including excavation of 50cm square 
shovel test pits, is recommended for both of these areas to assess the 
presence of Native American sites. 

ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW

Figure 4. Auger Test Locations and Areas of Archaeological Sensitivity

Plate 5. Archaeologically Sensitive Area #1 and Location of Auger #1, View North 
Plate 6. Profile of Auger #1 Showing Sandy, Well-Drained Soil

Plate 8. Sensitive Area #2 and Location of Auger #2, View East  
Plate 9. Profile of Auger #2 Showing Sandy, Well-Drained Soil 
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Bear Brook State Park was created by the National Park 
Service as a Recreational Demonstration Area and built by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in 1935-1942.  It has been a state 
park since 1943.   Facilities include a swimming beach with 
pavilion and bathhouse, picnic areas with shelters, a public 
archery range, fishing ponds, a campground and two group 
camps.   

The Bear Brook State Park Historic District was determined 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places in 2017.  The 
boundary of the historic district encompasses the entire park. 
All buildings and structures and built landscape features more 
than fifty years old are assumed to contribute.  Most date from 
the 1930s-40s and retain historic groupings and layout.  

Within the large district, Bear Hill Pond Camp was previously 
determined eligible as a historic district in 2013. 

Bear Brook State Park is eligible for the National Register under 
Criteria A and C, in the areas of recreation and conservation, 
as well as politics and government, architecture and landscape 
architecture.  Bear Brook was designed and built by the federal 
government as a work-relief project, to be operated as a model 
state park.  Bear Brook State Park is significant for its “Park 
Service Rustic” architecture.  There have been few changes 
to the buildings and structures planned by the National Park 
Service and erected by the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

The Day-Use Area in the northwest part of the park is located 
on both sides of the local Deerfield-Allenstown Road that passes through the park.  The tollbooth and park office are 
alongside the road near the entrance to the Catamount Pond parking lot.  The family day-use area on Catamount 
Pond is north of the road and the group area with its own parking lot is to the south.   The pavilion and bathhouse, 
stone staircase and walls, beach, pond with stone dam and footbridge all date to ca. 1938-1940.  There is a small picnic 
shelter in the former family picnic area (potential horse camping site) on the opposite side of the pond.  The bathroom 
building there is like those built in the campground in 1949.  The group picnic area south of Deerfield Road dates to 
1936-39 and includes a large picnic shelter with stone cooking fireplace and hearth and a slab sided outbuilding.    

See Appendix for complete historic resources overview by Preservation Company.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
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SITE PLAN OPTION A
1. EXISTING EQUESTRIAN SITES 

 > Continue use of existing 9 campsites that have 
already been cut 
 

2. SECONDARY EQUESTRIAN POD
 > A secondary equestrian camping pod made up 
of pull-through and back-in sites would provide 
another 10 campsites

 > Some earthwork would be required  

3. BATHHOUSE ADDITION
 > This scheme allows the existing toilet building 
to serve both equestrian camping pods in a 
central location

 > An addition to the existing toilet building would 
be required to provide space for showers  

4. PERIMETER MULTI-USE LOOP TRAIL
 > A perimeter multi-use loop trail provides a 
family friendly space to stroll with or without 
horses 

5. PAVILION AND ROUND PEN 
 > This option locates the round pen adjacent to 
the existing pavilion   

6. HORSE CROSSING 
 > A separated horse crossing using a horse-
friendly surface material and traffic calming 
measures  
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SITE PLAN OPTION B
1. EQUESTRIAN CAMPING POD 

 > Potential for 21+ equestrian Camp Sites 

 > Each site would have a 2-horse corral, manure management 
container, tent pad, fire pit, and picnic table

 > Mix of pull-through and back-in sites 

 > Could be implemented in phases  

2. CENTRAL BATHHOUSE 
 > A  new bathhouse would be needed to keep all campsites in a 
comfortable distance to a restroom 

3. COMMON SPACE @ RELOCATED PAVILION AND ROUND PEN
 > The existing pavilion is relocated to provide a common area for 
campers and group functions in a central location

 > A view of the round pen from the pavilion creates a unique and 
lively family atmosphere 

 > Round pen can be a permanent or temporary structure  

4. PERIMETER MULTI-USE LOOP TRAIL
 > A perimeter multi-use loop trail provides a family friendly space 
to stroll with or without horses 

5. HORSE CROSSING 
 > A separated horse crossing using a horse-friendly surface 
material and traffic calming measures  
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SITE PLAN
EXISTING SITES: 20

REMOVED SITES: 1

NEW SITES: 48

TOTAL NUMBER OF SITES: 67 (NOT INCLUDING 
REMOTE SITES) 

1. JERICHO BROOK
 > 32 Premium Sites 

 > 5 Shelter Sites 

 > 5 Standard Sites 

2. JERICHO LAKE 
 > 2 Single Shelter Site (Infill)

 > 3 Standard Sites (Infill)

 > 1 Double Shelter Site

3. COMMON SPACE
 > Common gathering area with fire pit and 
boulders 

 > Small bathhouse building combined with 
maintenance space

4. ATV TRAIL AND PARKING
 > Alternate ATV trail to boat launch and trail 
system

5. SANITARY DUMP STATION
 > Pull-through sanitary station at exit with trash/
recycling

6. STANDARD CAMPSITES AREA
 > Option for walk/ride-in sites, potential item for 
NH Parks to construct

VISITOR
CENTER  

TOLL  

BEACH  300’ RADIUS

BOAT
LAUNCH

GATE

GATE

D
A

M

P

P

PAVILION 

BATH 
HOUSE  

30
0’

 
RA

DI
US

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

PP
P

PP

P

PP

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P
P

P

PP

BATHHOUSE AND 
MAINTENANCE

COMMON AREA 

FIREWOOD
Small Shed

FIREWOOD
Large Shed

ALTERNATE
ATV TRAIL

REMOTE SITES 
ALONG LAKE 

P
X

N

P

X

P

Tent Only

Standard Site Standard Site

EXISTING PROPOSED  

Lean-to Shelter

Shelter Site

Cabin

Pit Toilets 

Premium Site (W/S/E)

Removed Site

Parking 

Bathhouse

One-way Road

OHRV / Pedestrian Trails Dump Station

OHRV / Pedestrian Trails 4 x4 Trails 

Site Visit Wetland Flags 

1

3

2

Pit Toilet 

5

4

6



PREFERRED CONCEPT CATAMOUNT POND AT BEAR BROOK

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY C39

ARCHITECTURE
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 > Close to population centers and transit (Boston, Portsmouth,  
Portland, I-95)

 > Beach, boating, and lake!

 > Waterfront campsites  

 > Lots to do! Activities for everyone 

 > Unique landscape features and wildlife 

NEAREST URBAN AREAS: 
MANCHESTER - 30 MINUTE DRIVE  
PORTSMOUTH - 35 MINUTE DRIVE 
BOSTON- 70 MINUTE DRIVE
PORTLAND - 80 MINUTE DRIVE

PARK INFO ACTIVITIES PARK AMENITIES CAMPSITE TYPES

 > 5,500 Acres 
 > Opened as State Park in 1966 
 > 3 Working Campgrounds: 
• Big Island 
• Horse Island  
• Neal’s Cove

 > 1 Youth Group Overnight Area 
and Pavilion

 > Swimming
 > Fishing 
 > Hiking
 > Rock Climbing 
 > Horseback 
Riding 
 > Wildlife 
Viewing
 > Paddling
 > Motor Boating 

 > Mountain 
Biking  
 > Snowmobiling 
 > Snowshoeing
 > XC Skiing 
 

 > Beach
 > Bath House 
 > Playground
 > Canoe/Kayak/ Paddleboard    
Rentals 
 > Camp Store 
 > Learning Environments 
 > Picnic Pavilion 
 > Fire Lookout Tower
 > Unique Geology    

 > Cabin 
 > Pop-up/Tent 
 > Standard (room for trailer) 
 > Tent Only
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 > PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK TRAIL MAP
 > Pawtuckaway State Park is made up of two connected sections: 
• Recreation facilities on Lake Pawtuckaway to the Southeast
• Pawtuckaway State Reservation to the Northwest 

 > Historic resources are cast throughout the landscape including: 
cemeteries, cellar holes, historic ruins, a fire-tower, and much more. 

 > The park has a unique geologic history, formed by its volcanic 
past. Many large boulders can be found throughout the park and 
especially in the boulder fields!

 > The unique geology gives rise to a high level of plant diversity with 
6 exemplary natural community systems, 18 exemplary natural    
communities, and 29 rare plant populations documented in the 
park. 

 > Eastern Shoreline of Pawtuckaway Lake is privately owned with 
extensive residential development 
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SITE PHOTOS

PAWTUCKAWAY BEACH PICNIC AREA 

PAWTUCKAWAY BEACH 

LARGE GLACIAL ERRATIC AT NEAL’S COVE 

GLACIAL ERRATIC ON THE TRAILS

PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK FIRETOWER 

PAWTUCKAWAYS RECENTLY BUILT CABINS

VIEW FROM SITE 44 

WATERSPORTS ON LAKE PAWTUCKAWAY



FACILITY ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS PAWTUCKAWAY

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY C44

G

R

G

G

G

YG

YG

YG

YG

300’ RADIUS, TYP 

P

P

P

YOUTH GROUP
PAVILION  

PICNIC 
PAVILION  

BATH
HOUSE   

CAMP STORE   

BEACH   

BOAT 
CORRAL   

CANOE 
LAUNCH   

BOAT  
LAUNCH   

NEALS COVE 
CAMPGROUND

PAWTUCKAWAY LAKE 

BURNHAMS 
MARSH 

BIG 
ISLAND 

CAMPGROUND 

HORSE 
ISLAND 

CAMPGROUND 

C
LO

SE
 P

R
O

X
IM

IT
Y
 -
 

SO
U

N
D

 T
R
A

V
EL

S 
! 

N

RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT ALONG 
EASTERN SHORELINE

EXISTING CONDITIONS 
NEALS COVE CAMPGROUND AND DAY USE AREA 

 > 1 Large pavilion and 4 group campsites with lean-tos 

 > Reserved for youth groups only 

 > Has associated parking lot and small playfield 

 > Underutilized during week due to lack of youth groups 
availability 

 > Proximity to Neal’s Cove campground makes noise a 
potential issue 

 > Developed in 1965, was part of the first phase of 
construction at Pawtuckaway

 > Home to the Camp Store, Boat Corral, and Picnic Pavilion

 > Campground is fully built-out and densely populated 

 > Features great views, waterfront campsites, and unique 
natural features

 > Very popular area and a staple of the Pawtuckaway 
experience

 > Already at capacity, 700-1,000 guests per day pre-
pandemic

 > Facilities include parking lot, bathhouse, playground, and 
picnic area

 > Used by overnight and day guests 
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HORSE ISLAND CAMPGROUND
 > Developed in 1966, campsite is fully built out and 
densely populated

 > Features standard, tent-only, and 1 group campsites, 
as well as 3 toilet buildings and a boat launch for 
campers only. 

 > Fantastic waterfront views 

BIG ISLAND CAMPGROUND 
 > Developed in 1967, Big Island is the largest 
campground at Pawtuckaway

 > Camping options include standard sites,  
5 cabins, and 1 remote campsite

 > Majority of sites are inland and do not have water 
views 
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SLOPES

 > Throughout the campgrounds slopes are generally 2-12% 
within the developed areas

 > The Big Island Campground has the most variability, ranging 
from 2-25%, but majority of developed areas within the Big 
Island Campground are in the 2-12% range
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Note: Topography observed on-site appeared less extreme in some areas than topographic information indicates
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SITE UTILIZATION  
2019-2021 
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QUICK FACTS
 > Average 3-Year Utilization: 57%

 > Average Peak-Season Utilization: 76%

 > Average Non-Peak Season  
Utilization: 47%

KEY
 Over 70% Annual Utilization

 Under 35% Annual Utilization

UTILIZATION TRENDS
Pawtuckaway State Park has 5 cabins, 
58 tent only sites, 62 pop-up/tent sites, 
59 standard  sites, and 4 youth group 
Adirondack shelters.

The most utilized sites are near water 
with ample space around them. The one 
remote site is also highly popular.



FACILITY ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS PAWTUCKAWAY

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY C48

INFRASTRUCTURE
POWER
Power is supplied in a combination of 
overhead and underground distribution. Most 
of the building services are underground. 
Horse Island power is supplied from a pole 
near the beach parking lot in a conduit that 
goes under the lake. Big Island is served 
underground.

WATER SUPPLY
Water supply is provided by three different 
sources with distribution to three separate 
areas:

Beach: The well (1), located north of the beach 
with a small pump house, serves the beach 
bath house and the Neals Cove area including 
the store, 5 spigots, and one toilet building.

Horse Island: The well house (2) north of Site 
26, serves the Horse Island campground area 
including three toilet buildings and 13 spigots. 
The well house was not accessible, so more 
info is needed. No drilled well was observed in 
the area, but it might be in the building. 

Big Island: The water source (3), which 
includes a pump house and a large 
hydropnuematic tank, serves 3 toilet buildings 
and 17 spigots throughout the Big Island 
campground area. The pump house was not 
accessed, and the type of source is not known.
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INFRASTRUCTURE
WASTEWATER
Beach Area: This leach field (4) serves the Horse 
Island and beach bath house building. The bath 
house has a waste pipe with cleanout leaving the 
west side of the building to a tank and then a pump 
chamber with duplex pumps. That pump chamber 
is presumed to pump up to this leach field, but the 
routing is unknown. 

Horse Island: The Horse Island toilet buildings 
reportedly flow from their individual tanks by 
gravity to a pump station (5). From there, effluent is 
pumped across the bridge to a wastewater booster 
pump station (6) northeast of the bridge and then to 
the leach field. The tanks for the toilet buildings near 
Site 57 (7A) & 71 (7B) were completely full of solids 
at the time of observation in Dec 2021. The toilet 
building near Site 9 (8) was under construction and 
new tanks were installed. 

Neals Cove: The store has a tank near the west side 
of the building (9), but nothing else is known about 
the wastewater disposal for this building, the toilet 
building, or the group site pavilion bathroom. 

Big Island: According to the design plans, the 
three toilet buildings each have their own tank 
and disposal system. The disposal systems were 
designed to each have four 5’ diameter seepage pits 
with associated distribution boxes. The tank covers 
were located for the building near Site 150, but the 
others were not definitively located. 
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TOILET BUILDING CABIN, TYPICAL

STRUCTURES

Built 1960's upgraded 1990's

Number of Bathroom Buildings 6

Toilets (4) woman's & (6) men's

Showers 2

Laundry None

Family Bathroom None

Construction/Architectural Style Standard framing with T1-11 siding.

Capacity N/A

Winterized No

Utilities Yes

General Condition Fair to good - Renovation underway on some.

Historically Significant Yes

ADA Accessible Doesn't meet current standards; upgrading program underway.

Year Built 2008

Number of Cabins 5

Original Use Rental cabins

Current Use Sleeps 6

Dimension 12x20

Construction Type Traditional log construction

Condition Good

Upgraded Needed N/A

ADA Accessible 1 is accessible.  4 are not accessible.

Utilities Electricity

Historically Significant No
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TOLL BOOTH 

NEALS COVE PICNIC PAVILION 

YOUTH GROUP PAVILION 

YOUTH GROUP LEAN-TO, 
TYPICAL

BOAT RENTALADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

NEW TOILET BUILDINGNEALS COVE CAMP STORE 

STRUCTURES
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EXPANSION OPPORTUNITIES

1.  EXPANSION AREA 
 > Size: 1.5 Acres 

 > Slope: 2-8%, Edges slope quickly to 8-35% 

 > Potential for waterfront sites 

 > Close access to beach and bathhouse 

 > Potential conflict with disc golf course   

2. EXPANSION AREA 
 > Size: 14 Acres 

 > Slope: Mostly 2-12%, some 12-20%

 > Favorable terrain for development

 > Potential for waterfront and inland campsites 

 > Some wet areas located during site visit

3. EXPANSION AREA 
 > Size: 10 Acres

 > Slope: Mostly 8-12%

 > Road and utilities are already in place 

 > Wet areas located during site visit 

4. EXPANSION AREA 
 > Size: 6 Acres

 > Slope: Variable, 5-25%

 > Waterfront views
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EXPANSION OPPORTUNITIES

5.  YOUTH GROUP AREA 
 > Should consider if youth group sites are 
the highest and best use of this area

6.1  PROPOSED DISC GOLF AREA 1 
 > Size: 17 Acres

 > Slope: Highly variable ranging from 2-30%, two large areas 
(6 acres) are in the 2-12% range 

 > Potential campground expansion area

 > Close to beach, parking, and amenities 

 > Close to wetlands  

 > Existing trails in area

6.2 PROPOSED DISC GOLF AREA 2 
 > Size: 2.5 Acres 

 > Slope: Highly variable ranging from 2-30%, a 1.2 acre area is 
the 2-12% range 

 > Potential campground expansion area with waterfront 
campsites 

 > Close to beach, parking, and amenities

7.  ISLANDS
 > Several islands in close proximity to established camping 
zones could be used for paddle-to or remote camping 

 > Approval by lake association and public is a must and could 
be challenging
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ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW
Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment was completed for the proposed 
Pawtuckaway State Park Campground Expansion Project in Nottingham, New 
Hampshire. The project area is situated on rocky, uneven, and poorly drained terrain. 
No archaeological sites or areas of archaeological sensitivity were identified, and no 
further study is recommended. 
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PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK SHELTER, 1966

 > CAMPGROUND TOILET BUILDING, 
PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK

 > NEAL’S COVE STORE,  
PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK

 > In 2022, Pawtuckaway State Park is being recorded on a NHDHR historic district area form. 
It was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as a large district and 
cultural landscape in January of 2022.

 > The resources and design of the park are important as a prototype mixed-use recreational area 
in New Hampshire that combined intensive recreational use with protected conservation land.   

 > The park has an array of 1960’s buildings constructed with a modern aesthetic, including 
campgrounds, an administration building, park store, toll booth, several toilet buildings and 
picnic pavilion. 

 > The network of trails and old woods roads contributes to the historic park, and there are cellar 
holes where nineteenth century farmhouses stood, particularly in the northwest corner of the 
park.    

See Appendix for complete historic resources overview by Preservation Company.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
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SITE PLAN OPTION A
1. SECONDARY STORE 

 > New secondary store located between Horse 
Island and Big Island 

2. CAMPING POD OPTION
 > Multiple areas have the potential for expansion 
but do not all need to happen. Park capacity 
and user experience should be considered 

3. BEACH AREA GROUP SITE
 > The picnic area south of the beach can be 
converted to a premium group site

 > Will need to use public facilities and parking 

4. REMOTE ISLAND CAMPING
 > The islands off of Horse Island and Big Island 
are compatible for remote paddle to camping 

 > Need to consider maintenance of sites, access, 
and public opinion

5. ADDITIONAL WATER ACCESS 
 > Additional water access points will help 
reduce capacity issues at the beach and 
provide convenient water access through-out 
the campgrounds
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SITE PLAN OPTION A 
CONTINUED

1. CAMPING POD OPTION 1
 > Camping pod of 31 sites and 1 toilet building 

 > Waterfront location with secondary water 
access

2. CAMPING POD OPTION 2
 > Camping pod of 26 sites and 1 toilet building

 > Wooded location 

3. STORE / RENTAL 
 > Store hub located strategically between 
campgrounds

 > Secondary boat rental and launch 

4. WALK-IN SITES
 > 10 walk-in sites with associated parking, toilet 
building, and water access

5. HIGH UTILIZATION INFILL 
 > Use cabins to replace low utilization campsites 

 > Infill Big Island loop with group sites away 
from the rest of the campground
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SITE PLAN OPTION A 
CONTINUED

1. CAMPING POD OPTION 3
 > Camping pod made up of a mix of cabins and 
standard sites with an associated bath house 

 > Adjacent pavilion makes this pod ideal for 
events 

 > 7 waterfront sites with associated parking, 
water access, and pit toilet  

2. GROUP SITES 
 > Organized youth group sites are now available 
for us by any group
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SITE PLAN OPTION B
1. WALK-IN CAMPSITE OPTIONS

 > Low impact camping pod made up of walk-
in sites that offer a different type of camping 
experience at Pawtuckaway

2. BEACH EXPANSION AREA 
 > The picnic area south of the beach has been 
converted to a premium group site

 > Will need to use public facilities and parking 

3. REMOTE ISLAND CAMPING
 > The islands off of Horse Island and Big Island 
are compatible for remote paddle to camping 

 > Need to consider maintenance of sites, access, 
and public opinion

4. SECONDARY WATER ACCESS 
 > Additional water access points will help 
reduce capacity issues at the beach and 
provide convenient water access through-out 
the campgrounds
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SITE PLAN OPTION B 
CONTINUED

1. WALK-IN CAMPSITE OPTION 1
 > Camping pod of 17 sites and 2 pit toilets

 > Potential to phase in a toilet building as 
needed 

 > Mix of platform, lean-to, and tent-only sites

2. WALK-IN CAMPSITE OPTION 2
 > 5 walk-in sites with associated parking and pit 
toilet 

3. HIGH UTILIZATION INFILL 
 > Use cabins to replace low utilization campsites 

 > Infill Big Island loop with group sites away 
from the rest of the campground  

 > Associated pit toilet 
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SITE PLAN OPTION B 
CONTINUED

1. EXPANSION AREA 1 
 > New waterfront camping pod of 35 Improved 
Sites and a new bathhouse carefully sited to 
minimize impacts to views of the shoreline 
from the water 

2. BEACH PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENTS  
 > A new store/office, bathhouse, wood storage 
building, and pavilion will be located at the 
existing beach parking lot

 > New amenities will serve campers from Horse 
Island and Big Island, as well as day-use 
guests

3. NEW DUMP STATION
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SITE PLAN OPTION B 
CONTINUED

1. WALK-IN CAMPSITE OPTION 3
 > 7 waterfront sites with associated parking, 
water access, and pit toilet   

2.. GROUP SITES 
 > Organized youth group sites are now available 
for us by any group
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SITE PLAN
1. EXPANSION AREA 1 

 > 35 Improved Sites (W/E)

 > 1 Bathhouse 

2. NEW STORE / OFFICE 
 > A new store/office will be located at the beach 
parking lot making use of the existing parking 
area

 > The facility will include retail, an office, storage, 
and restrooms

 > A pavilion and wood storage shed will be sited 
near by

3. CANOE / KAYAK LAUNCH 
 > An accessible path leads to a non-motorized 
boat launch 

 > Rental registration and paddle/life jacket pickup 
will be located at the store 

 > Canoe / Kayak rentals will be located near the 
launch 

4. SANITARY DUMP STATION / TRASH
 > A dump station with trash/recycling drop-off 
will be located along the access road
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MAKING THE MOST OF THE AVAILABLE FUNDS
The cost estimating conducted for each of the six potential campground expansion projects determined that the costs of the proposed enhancements exceeded the available funds. 
Three of the six campgrounds were selected for expansion, striking a balance between spreading the investment around while ensuring that the level of investment for any individual 
campground is sufficient to have significant impact to the recreational opportunities provided in the state. This impact is a function of not only the number of additional campsites 
being offered to the public, but also the quality of the camping experience being provided.  

The amount of financial investment required to make the desired impact to the recreational offerings was a factor in selecting which campgrounds should receive funding for 
implementation, along with a consideration for the apparent market demand for additional campsites. 

The campgrounds selected for expansion also represent a geographic mix, with a couple northern parks (Mollidgewock State Park, Jericho Mountain State Park) and one southern 
park (Pawtuckaway State Park,) and they collectively provide a wide range of outdoor recreation opportunities.

MOLLIDGEWOCK STATE PARK
WHY INVEST HERE?

 > Key location for taking advantage of all the recreational 
opportunities that the Androscoggin River and Thirteen 
Mile Woods Scenic Area offer. The existing campground has 
factors that likely affect the level of visitation:

• Primitive/substandard amenities typical of a remote 
camping experience being provided in a non-primitive 
setting. The lack of modern camping amenities (flush 
toilets and showers, permanent office/store building with 
offerings beyond firewood) limit the demographic reach of 
potential visitors. 

• Campsites along the river are spatially constrained, with 
many sites having minimal or no privacy. Most parking 
spaces are very small, limiting the vehicle size that can be 
supported. 

• A dump station is not currently provided, further limiting 
desirability to RV users. 

• Water access is in need of improvement.

 > Making investments to address these deficiencies, in addition 
to providing new campsites that provide more space and 
privacy in a wooded environment, will make the campground 
more appealing to more potential visitors to this popular 
scenic and recreational region of the state. 

JERICHO MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
WHY INVEST HERE?

 > High occupancy/utilization rates for campsites indicates a 
strong market demand for more camping opportunities.

 > With its impressive ATV/OHRV offerings, including an annual 
ATV festival, Jericho Mountain provides a unique recreational 
opportunity that will benefit from further investment to 
fully capitalize on the ATV enthusiast market. Many ATV 
enthusiasts enjoy RV camping, but the campground does not 
currently provide campsites that are optimized for this use. 

 > A large area of the campground adjacent to the ATV event 
area was cleared years ago with the thought of campground 
expansion, and this area presents an excellent opportunity to 
develop RV sites in an otherwise underutilized area. 

PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK
WHY INVEST HERE?

 > High occupancy/utilization rates for campsites indicates a 
strong market demand for more camping opportunities, and 
the park is close to population centers.

 > A large undeveloped area of the park has qualities that are 
conducive to campground development:

• Extensive attractive shoreline

• Mature wooded canopy

• Slopes within acceptable slope range

• Minimal natural resource constraints (e.g. wetlands)

• Centrally located with easy access from existing 
campground road network
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WHY THE OTHER CAMPGROUND PROJECTS DIDN’T MAKE THE CUT
All of the six campgrounds studied for this feasibility study deserve consideration for future investment. In weighing the pros and cons of each campground project, the following 
issues for the projects that were not selected were factored into the decision to prioritize the other three projects:

CRAWFORD NOTCH STATE PARK 
DRY RIVER CAMPGROUND  
(EXPANSION AREA DOWN THE ROAD)

 > High infrastructure cost due to lack of on-site utilities, road 
network, or existing buildings 

BEAR BROOK STATE PARK
CATAMOUNT POND CAMPGROUND

 > Operational/management challenges with equestrian 
camping.

 > Market demand for equestrian camping here is unknown. 

 > Increasing equestrian use of the shared trail network could 
present additional conflicts with mountain bikers.

 > A renovation of the existing CCC-era toilet building will not 
provide a facility large enough to support the campground 
bathroom/shower needs, so significant investment in a 
separate bathhouse will be required. In addition, the existing 
toilet building is not centrally located. 

BEAR BROOK STATE PARK
BEAR HILL CAMPGROUND 

 > High capital costs required to renovate so many structures – 
in particular for the shared buildings like the dining hall.

 > Operational/management challenges with supporting 
events/group rentals, which are needed to justify investment 
in the shared buildings.

 > Market demand for events/group rentals here is not fully 
understood at this time. Market demand for rental of 
individual cabins is also not fully understood, given the 
somewhat remote location within the park and more limited 
recreational options within the immediate area. 
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PHASING RECOMMENDATIONS
All of the six campgrounds studied for this feasibility study deserve consideration for future investment. In weighing the pros and cons of each campground project, the following 
issues for the projects that were not selected were factored into the decision to prioritize the other three projects:

MOLLIDGEWOCK STATE PARK
 > A new bathhouse/office/store will represent a significant improvement in the 
quality of camping experience. Although some visitors are content to “rough it” 
with just pit toilets and no showers, providing a bathhouse with flush toilets and 
warm showers will be a huge draw for many potential visitors who are interested 
in recreating here. In addition to the bathhouse, a fully stocked camp store will be 
very appealing to families. Replacing the existing office, which is currently housed 
in an old trailer, will improve the “curb appeal” with a higher quality aesthetic that 
one will expect to see at a NH State Park. This new location for the office/store 
will also function better from an operational standpoint give its central location 
within the campground. 

 > Upgrading 10-15 campsites to be improved sites (with water/electricity) will make 
the campground more conducive to RV camping, which is a growing activity 
nationally. 

 > A new boat launch dock will support improved water access in a more 
convenient location within the core of the campground and adjacent to the 
proposed office/store/bathhouse. 

 > Improving the road network is overdue, and smoother roads with better drainage 
will make for a better experience – especially for visitors not driving vehicles 
equipped for offroad use. 

 > Landscape improvements, such as vegetative screening, will help provide much 
needed privacy and could provide additional habitat within the riparian corridor. 

 > Providing a handful of walk-in sites along the entry road will provide a different 
type of camping experience that appeals to people looking for more privacy and 
seclusion. 

 > Providing a pod of campsites organized around a loop road in an attractive 
wooded area will also provide a more private camping experience, with the 
convenience of car camping. Although located a bit upland, access to the river 
is still relatively close by. A pit toilet will be provided for convenience, while the 
proposed bathhouse is a short walk away. 

JERICHO MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
 > The addition of a new camping area that caters 
to RV’s, with a total of 19 premium campsites that 
include water, electric, and sewer connections, 
will be a welcome addition to a campground 
that gets heavy use by RV owners. Designed 
to accommodate large contemporary RV’s, the 
campground will include approximately nine pull-
through RV sites and ten back-in RV sites. 

 > A dump station is proposed to support RV users 
in other areas of the existing campground that 
don’t have sewer hookups. 

 > A total of six infill campsites within the existing 
campground area will provide additional camping 
opportunities at a variety of price points: three 
Standard Sites, two Shelter Sites, and 1 Double 
Shelter Site near the shore.

 > Adding electricity to the existing cabins will be 
another big upgrade to the quality of the camping 
experience. 

PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK
 > A new campground loop with a total of 
approximately 35 Improved Sites will represent a 
significant increase in the overnight capacity of 
the campground. 

 > A new bathhouse, designed to a standard that is 
appropriate for the modern historic context of the 
park, will support the new campground pod. 

 > A dump station, located along the existing road 
adjacent to the day use parking lot, will support 
RV users from all the different campgrounds 
within the park.
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PROPOSED PHASE I 
IMPROVEMENTS

 > 9 Pull-through RV sites 

 > 10 Back-in RV sites 

 > Dump Station 

 > Infill Sites: 3 Standard, 2 Shelter, 1 Double Shelter

 > Electricity in existing campground 

ESTIMATED COST: $2,950,120 

JERICHO MOUNTAIND. FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS
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AREA FORM  AREA NAME: WILLEY HOUSE SITE 

 

1. Type of Area Form 

 Town-wide:  

 Historic District:  

 Project Area:  

 

2. Name of area: Willey House Site 

 

3. Location: 1464 US Route 302 

 

4. City or town: Harts Location 

 

5. County:  Carroll County 

 

6. USGS quadrangle name(s): Crawford Notch 

 

7. USGS scale: 1:24,000 

 

8. UTM reference:  

190308152 E; 4895057 N 

190308348 E; 4894982 N 

190308335 E; 4894778 N 

190308259 E; 4894744 N 

 

9. Inventory numbers in this area:  

 Not applicable    

      

      

 

10. Setting: Complex of visitor and service 

cabins and recreation areas set in a clearing 

within Crawford Notch at Crawford Notch State 

Park. 

 

11. Acreage: 6.8 acres 

 

12. Preparer:John J. Daly, Senior Industrial 

Historian 

 

13. Organization: PAL, Pawtucket, Rhode Island 

 

14. Date(s) of field survey:July 8 and 9, 2013 
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15. Location Map: Willey House Site location on the USGS 1:24,000 Crawford Notch 

Quadrangle (1995). 
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16. Sketch map 
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17. Methods and Purpose 

The Public Archaeology Laboratory (PAL) prepared this Area Form at the request of the State of New 

Hampshire, Department of Resources and Economic Development (DRED), Division of Parks and Recreation. 

The objective of the Area Form is to establish the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) 

eligibility status of the Willey House Site, or components therein, as a means to facilitate the division’s long-term 

planning for Crawford Notch State Park. 

 

Background research, survey, identification, and evaluation efforts took place in July and August, 2013. Primary 

source historical research was completed in the files and collections of the DRED and its divisions, the New 

Hampshire State Archives, the New Hampshire Historical Society Library, New Hampshire Division of Historical 

Resources (NHDHR), the Massachusetts Historical Society, Loeb Library at Harvard University, and Plymouth 

State University. State reports, maps, photographs, plans, and historical accounts pertaining to the history of the 

Willey House and the state’s management of the site were reviewed. Secondary studies relating to the histories of 

travel, tourism, outdoor recreation, the State’s forest reservation system, landscape architecture, and rustic 

architecture were consulted to establish appropriate contexts for the area’s physical development.  

 

The extent of the survey area was determined through comparative analysis of the historic-period improvements 

made to the Willey House Site against existing conditions at the complex. 

 

18. Geographical Context 

 
European settlement and subsequent economic activity in Hart’s Location and at the Willey House Site has been 

strongly influenced by the geological history of the region. In broad terms, Crawford Notch and the surrounding 

White Mountains were the products of three phases of mountain building (orogenies). These occurred over 200 

million years of continental collision between the ancestral North American and European/African tectonic plates 

that continued up until roughly 335 million years ago. The White Mountains within this ancestral Appalachian 

Mountain chain were subsequently reshaped during the Wisconsin glaciation period (roughly 35,000 to 11,150 

years before present) when the ice sheets extended from Canada on a southeasterly course across New Hampshire 

to as far as Long Island, New York. Glacial activity created a variety of distinctive landforms across the White 

Mountains, including glacial troughs. These were formerly irregular mountain valleys that were recontoured with 

even, U-shaped profiles through the movement of ice sheets. Crawford Notch is one such glacial trough, and was 

also a spillway for glacial Lake Crawford to the west. Large amounts of meltwater flowing down Crawford Notch 

created a smaller V-shaped incision on the classic trough profile (Allen et al. 2001). 

 

During the Colonial Period, the White Mountains were largely perceived as a void or wasteland between the 

settled regions of southern and southeastern coastal New England and the arable lands of the upper Connecticut 

River Valley. Settlement in the White Mountains and the northern tier of New Hampshire in Coos County was 

retarded by the unsuitability of the terrain for farming, in the case of the former, and by its relative inaccessibility, 

for the latter. The mountains created a barrier to overland transportation into the northern tier of New Hampshire 

and forced travelers to take a longer indirect route via the Connecticut River. The first European to visit the 

mountains was Darby Field, who climbed Mount Washington in 1642, but little permanent settlement followed. 

Hunting and trapping were the primary eighteenth-century European activities. The name “White Hills” first 

appeared on John Foster’s 1677 map of New England. After 1760, several towns were chartered and settled along 

the southern and northern foothills of the mountains. These included Fryeburg (1762) and Conway (1765) in 

Carroll County and Lancaster (1763), the first town in Coos County. Subsequent settlements were established up 

the Connecticut River, largely bypassing the White Mountain region (AMC 1982; Purchase 1999:22-24). 

  

Crawford Notch was not known to Colonial Period settlers until 1771 when Lancaster resident Timothy Nash 

made a chance discovery of the Notch while hunting. The Notch offered an important new means of access to the 

north country that was preferable to the lengthy passage up the Connecticut River. When informed of the 
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discovery, Governor John Wentworth offered Nash a grant of 2,000 acres near the west gateway of the Notch if 

he could bring a horse from Lancaster to Portsmouth. After Nash and a fellow hunter, Benjamin Sawyer, 

accomplished the feat and the area became known as Nash and Sawyer’s Location, now part of Carroll Township. 

A crude road constructed with confiscated Tory money was opened a few years later in 1775. In 1803, the Tenth 

New Hampshire Turnpike was chartered and constructed through the Notch using funds generated by a lottery 

(AMC 1982; Hancock 1965). 

 

Permanent settlement within Nash and Sawyer’s Location followed establishment of the road. In 1784, Jeremy 

Belknap, New Hampshire’s first historian, explored the region and climbed Mount Washington. His map of the 

region, drawn in 1791, was the first to show the Notch. In 1790, Abel Crawford (1776-1851) and his wife 

Hannah, established a homestead the north side of the Notch at what is now Fabayan in Bretton Woods. Two 

years later, Hannah’s father Eleazer Rosebrook (1747-1814) moved his family to this site and the Crawfords 

relocated to Hart’s Location. Both the Crawfords and the Rosebrooks operated inns for travelers through the 

Notch (see tourism context below). However, the surrounding mountainous regions remained largely unsettled 

until the tourist and logging industries of the mid- and late-nineteenth centuries brought more substantial 

permanent development and economic activity across large portions of the White Mountains (AMC 1982; 

Division of Parks and Recreation n.d.; Hancock 1965; Purchase 1999:22-24). 

 
The Tenth New Hampshire Turnpike became the principal route of travel from Portland, Maine and southern New 

Hampshire to Coos County during the first half of the nineteenth century and was important in facilitating access 

and economic development for that region. Coos County farmers exported large amounts of forest and 

agricultural products such as potash, lumber, hogs, butter, cheese, and grain to markets in southern regions until 

the farming decline of the 1830s and 1840s (AMC 1982; Garvin 1988:49; Hancock 1965; New Hampshire 

Highways 1924; State of New Hampshire DRED 1973). 

 

19. Historical Background 

 
The Willey House in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries 

 

The Willey House was the first residence in the Notch proper and, according to early histories of the area, was 

built in 1793 by a man named Mr. Davis (Spaulding 1862:55).
1
 The site seems to have been chosen as a third inn 

location for travelers passing through the Notch, as it lay at the approximate midpoint of the 12 miles that 

separated the two inns operated by the Crawford family. Davis stayed for only a few years. The house was 

subsequently occupied by Henry Hill (Anon. 1952; Purchase 1999:42; Tolles 1998:33).  

 

By about 1823, Ethan Allen Crawford had acquired the house. In 1825, he sold it to Samuel Willey, Jr. (1788-

1826). Willey and his wife, Polly Lovejoy, five children, and two hired men moved into Crawford Notch in the 

fall of 1825. Willey was a native of Bartlett, New Hampshire and owned 110 acres of cropland, pasture, and 

woodlot along the Saco River in North Conway (then Lower Bartlett). The family’s chief motive in moving seems 

to have been the business prospects offered by running an inn in the Notch and they enlarged and improved the 

house for this purpose. By that time, there was a steady stream of travelers through the Notch for routine trade and 

business between Coos County and the southern tiers of New Hampshire and Maine. There were early tourists as 

well, although these seem to have been the smaller component of the highway-goers. Period accounts of the 

valley relate that the house was in a small grassy meadow along the Saco River and that it was surrounded by a 

forest of maple trees. Historical photographs and drawings show that the house was set on the west side of the 

Notch Road, facing south. The one-and-one-half story, timber-frame, Cape Cod cottage had an ell extending off 

the north side of the main block and was sided in clapboards (Anon. 1952; Division of Parks and Recreation n.d.; 

                                                 
1
 Abel Crawford had a son-in-law, Nathaniel T.P. Davis, who later ran the Mount Crawford House. The relationship between 

Mr. Davis of the Willey house and Nathaniel is not known. 
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Garvin 1998; Museum of the White Mountains Collection, Plymouth State College; Purchase 1999:42; Stanhope 

1982; Tolles 1998:33). 

 

The Willey family resided in the Notch for about a year until they were killed in a tragic event that immortalized 

their name in the lore of the White Mountains and Crawford Notch. Following a period of sustained drought in 

the summer of 1826, a heavy rainfall triggered a massive landslide from the west side of the Notch (present-day 

Mount Willey). The Willeys, apparently fearing the house was unsafe, fled to either seek shelter in a refuge they 

had previously constructed or to escape rising flood waters. Before they could reach safety, the avalanche killed 

the entire family and the hired men. By a twist of fate, the avalanche debris was diverted around the house by a 

ledge outcrop, the Willey Boulders (photo 11, map no. 7), uphill of the building and it survived relatively 

untouched. When friends and would-be rescuers arrived at the house after the disaster, they were confronted 

scenes of devastation throughout the floor of the Notch, which was dramatically altered by the effects of the slide. 

Large debris fields of trees, rock, and mud had slid past the house, nearly to the Saco River. There was no sign of 

the family, although their personal effects remained. All of the bodies except for three of the children were 

eventually found and buried near the site, then later moved to Conway (Division of Parks and Recreation n.d.). 

 

Following the disaster, the Willey House was vacant for a short period, until John Pendexter moved into the house 

in 1827. Over the next 15 years, Pendexter was succeeded by several other short-term owners and/or tenants in 

rapid succession. These included a Colonel Moore, John Moore, Alexander Bond, John T. Dutton, Dutton and 

Wilson, John T. Dutton, Frank Atwood, Jack Whalen, Jack Mahew, and Henry Leonard. During this period, a 

small barn was constructed on the opposite side of the road (The Farmer’s Monthly Visitor 1839: 118; Roberts 

1924).  

 

In 1844, tourism entrepreneur and hotelier Horace Fabyan purchased the property. Fabyan, who owned hotels 

elsewhere in the vicinity (see discussion below) repaired the house and improved it “to accommodate the public 

with every comfort and convenience” (as quoted in Sears 1989:85). He constructed the Willey House Hotel 

immediately south of the Willey House. This 70-by-40 foot (seven-bay-by-five-bay), two-story, frame building 

was set on a raised foundation or terrace above the roadway and was connected with the Willey House via a 

continuous porch. A barn or carriage shed was located just north of the Willey House. A second barn and a stable 

were located on the east side of the road. John Davis of Conway purchased the property soon after its 

construction, although the exact date of this transfer is not known. It then passed through additional owners, 

culminating with George H. Moran, who leased the premises to Leonard & Mayfield of Whitefield, New 

Hampshire. The Willey House and other buildings on the west side of the road burned in a fire in September 1899 

(Division of Parks and Recreation n.d.; Purchase 1999:34; Roberts 1924).
2
 

 

The Willey House site was undeveloped for the first two decades of the twentieth century, during which time the 

ruins of the Willey House and Hotel remained within a clearing that was the only break in the forested floor of the 

Notch. Visitors continued to stop at the site to view the ruins and ponder the story of the Willey family. 

Occasionally, gravel deposited by the great slide was excavated by the state to maintain the roadway (Skidmore 

2008:15; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1922). 

 

Public Development of the Willey House Site 

 

In 1913, the State of New Hampshire took title to the Willey House Site along with 5,925 acres of Crawford 

Notch for preservation as forest reservation and recreation property. The purchase was authorized in a special act 

passed by the New Hampshire State Legislature in January 1911, but was not completed until 1913 because of 

difficulties in establishing the funding. The lands were organized as the Crawford Notch State Forest and placed 

under the care of the state’s Forestry Commission. The reservation was acquired with the express purpose of 

preserving Crawford Notch’s scenic beauty, with active forest management made secondary to this goal (Division 

                                                 
2
 The year of the fire is quoted as 1898 in some accounts, 1899 in others. This document relies on Purchase’s Grand Resort 

Hotels of the White Mountains (page 44), which cites the Littleton Courier of September 27, 1899 as a source for the date. 



 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page 7  of 41 

 

AREA FORM  AREA NAME: WILLEY HOUSE SITE 

of Parks and Recreation n.d.; New Hampshire General Court 1911:Chapter 130; State Land Record: Crawford 

Notch, Card #1, November 29, 1913; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1914:49, 1916:80-81, 

1922:75). 

 

At the time the park was established, state officials identified the Willey House Site as a location suitable for 

active recreational use and development. Two private camps were active in Crawford Notch at the time of the 

acquisition. The Forestry Commission intended to lease the Willey House Site as a third camp, provided that the 

arrangement was profitable and that “a thoroughly high grade tea room or restaurant” could be maintained as a 

stopping point for tourists. Concessionaire leases were standard practice during this period, as the state had little 

funds to provide for ongoing operation. The location was a logical one, since travelers by the thousands were 

already stopping to view the Willey House ruins and sometimes to camp in the meadow on the east side of the 

road. Additionally, the clearing provided one of the best roadside views of the Notch (State of New Hampshire 

Forestry Commission 1916:81, 1922:77. 78).  

 

Establishment of facilities for visitors and employees in the reservation was ongoing between about 1915 and 

1922. Arthur A. Shurcliff, noted landscape architect of Boston (see biography below), donated his time to 

examine the Notch and prepared a report recommending locations at which selective tree cutting could open up 

“vistas to give good views of the mountains from points along the highway” (State of New Hampshire Forestry 

Commission 1916:81). Work at the Willey House Site commenced in 1920, when the stable, the last standing 

nineteenth-century structure, was removed from the east side of the road. The location was leased to J.F. Donahue 

& George C. Hamlin (Donahue & Hamlin) of Bartlett, for development as the Willey House Camps. Shurcliff 

donated additional services to prepare construction plans used by Donahue & Hamlin to build two “peeled spruce 

cabins.” The cabins are now combined in the present-day Restaurant Building, situated approximately on the 

site of the Willey House Hotel (CRW06, 1924, map no. 9, photo no. 13). One cabin served as a public rest room 

with a fireplace and toilets. The other cabin was a store and lunch room that offered food and supplies. Additional 

small cabins of spruce were “placed artistically in the rear” for overnight stays. It is not clear from available 

records whether these too were designed by Shurcliff.
3
 Completed between 1923 and 1924, the complex initially 

consisted of the aforementioned two cabins, as well as six log cabins for overnight use, one log cabin containing 

an electrical plant, and one log building or store used for auto supplies. Postcards and Forestry Commission park 

plans from the 1920s and 1930s indicate that the overnight guest cabins were simple, one-room log structures 

organized in two tiers along the hillside behind the Restaurant Building and to the south, within the present-day 

picnic area. Donahue & Hamlin also built the Workshop (CRW05, map no. 4, photo no. 8) either during the 

original construction or soon thereafter, but its exact construction date and original function are not known. The 

original Willey House Dam  was built in the early 1920s, but was replaced with the current structure built in 1980 

(Mortgage Deed, Donahue & Hamlin, December 31, 1923 – New Hampshire State Archives Collection; NHDHR 

Collection; Plymouth State University Collection; Roberts 1924; State of New Hampshire Forestry Department 

1916, 1932; State of New Hampshire Forestry and Recreation Department 1938). 

 

By 1924, promotional brochures for the Willey House Camps advertised that the facilities included “eating and 

lodging accommodations…a souvenir store, toilets, auto filling station, small log cabins for rent for the night or 

longer” (Roberts 1924:24). The cabins were intended for overnight use by automobile travelers, hikers, and other 

campers intending to access the backcountry, as well as for staff. The Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) also 

incorporated the Willey House into its hut system, which was then in the early stages of development. Open fields 

east of the road adjacent to the river were utilized for free camping (Division of Parks and Recreation n.d.; 

Roberts 1924:24; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1922:77-78).  

 

                                                 
3
 Shurcliff’s work is documented only anecdotally in Forestry Commission Reports. Research at repositories of Shurcliff 

papers, the Parks and Recreation Division, Forestry Division, State Historical Commission, and State Archive has failed to 
locate reports, drawings, or other documents that describe the full extent of Shurcliff’s donated services at the Willey 
House Site or elsewhere in Crawford Notch. 
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During the late 1920s and 1930s, both the Forestry Commission and Donahue & Hamlin expanded the Willey 

House Site with additional visitor services. The number of overnight cabins was increased to between 25 and 30 

units, and some were moved around the site to optimize auto circulation and parking. In 1926, on the centennial 

anniversary of the Willey Slide, the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) – Anna Stickney Chapter from 

North Conway installed the commemorative boulder and plaque at the Willey House Foundation (1793, 1926, 

map no. 6, photo 10). The Willey House Dam was reconstructed in 1927. The Great Depression brought support 

to the Forestry Commission’s state parks in the form of Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), and the Civil Works 

Administration programs, which were very active in assisting states with public recreation facilities. In 1930, 

CCC laborers at the Willey Site constructed the Tourist Information Center (CRW07, map no. 3, photo 7) as 

the so-called Rest House to offer “an opportunity for tired travelers to rest and enjoy the mountain scenery” and 

for the use of overnight guests in the evening (State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1930:71-72). The 

low retaining wall associated with the Willey House was built up and enlarged and a lawn established on the 

terrace behind it. The dam was rebuilt to provide a larger pond, a picnic area cleared on the east side of the 

impoundment, and new trails and trail improvements made (Parshley 1926; New Hampshire State Archives 

Collection; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1928:139; 1930:72). 

 

The Willey House Site continued under additional lessees in the 1940s, but little in the way of physical 

development occurred due to World War II. Between 1945 and 1950, the Help Quarters (CRW04, map no. 1, 

photo 5) and Manager’s Cabin (CRW01, map no. 2, photo 6) were built for park worker accommodations. The 

Willey House Dam was replaced in 1946 (Brown 1958:157; State of New Hampshire Forestry and Recreation 

Commission 1944:15; 1946:10; 1952:98).
4
  

 

Substantial changes were made to the Willey House Site in the 1950s. Park visitation at Crawford Notch and other 

state parks was increasing rapidly (384,000 in 1951 to 438,000 in 1952) in line with state and national recreation 

trends. There were also changes in the organization and funding of the parks system. In 1949, a Division of 

Recreation was established alongside the Forestry Division and control of maintenance for park buildings 

transferred from the Forestry Division to the new division. State funding for operations was to be decreased or 

terminated and recreation facilities were to be self-funded using income generated from user fees, merchandise 

sales, and from logging sales. In line with the new policy, there was a new emphasis on improving visitor services 

and attractions so as to generate revenue. In 1950, the Forestry and Recreation Commission terminated lessee 

operations at Crawford Notch and placed retail, food, and campground facilities directly under the control of the 

Recreation Division. As state law did not permit for the operation of overnight cabin rentals, most of the sleeping 

cabins were demolished between 1950 and 1952. Some of the vacant cabin sites were converted to the present 

picnic grounds to the south of the Willey House Site. Sometime in the 1950s, a new Information Center (later 

referred to as the Old Visitor’s Center, now demolished) was constructed on the north edge of the Wiley Site. The 

parking areas and lawn adjacent to the Willey Foundation were improved. A New Hampshire wildlife exhibit 

(discontinued in 1972) was established on the east side of the pond and a perimeter trail around the pond 

established (Anon. 1952; Brown 1958:167,174; Garvin 1992; John Dickerman, personal communication, July 9, 

2013; State of New Hampshire Forestry Division 1951:41; State of New Hampshire Forestry and Recreation 

Commission 1952:98-99).  

 

For the next two decades, the Willey House Site largely maintained its 1950s configuration and management. The 

Forestry and Recreation Commission developed a comprehensive plan for the improvement of the park in the 

1960s. The plan was submitted by planners Charles T. Main, Incorporated of Boston, Massachusetts in 1964 and 

called for extensive reconfiguration of the site, but was never acted upon. The present Bathroom (CRW08, map 

no. 5, photo 9) was built in 1970 and a new path was established from the road to the building. The present Willey 

House Dam (map no. 10, photo no. 14) was constructed in 1980 as a replacement to the 1947 structure. Pit 

                                                 
4
 The Division of Parks and Recreation building list provides a date of 1950 for both buildings. According to the report for 

1944-1946, “two cabins” were built in 1945. These are presumed to be the existing buildings (Forestry and Recreation 
Commission 1946:10). 
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Toilets (map no. 11, photo 15) were constructed around 1965-1970 adjacent to the picnic area on the west side of 

the road (Charles T. Main, Inc. 1964; John Dickerman, personal communication, July 9, 2013;Stern 1979).  

 

By late 1985, site plans and correspondence indicate that the Willey House Site had been reduced in size to seven 

of the present buildings, six cabins on the hillside above (presumably from concessionaire development), and the 

Information Building to the north of the present Tourist Information Center (Reid 1986). In 1986, the state 

demolished the six remaining concessionaire cabins. In 1992, the Information Building was demolished. The 

Generator House (CRW02, map no. 8, photo 12) was added behind the Restaurant Building in 1994 (John 

Dickerman, personal communication, July 9, 2013;correspondence, NHDHR Files). The Willey House Dam, 

which was replaced in 1980, was upgraded in 1996. In 2000, a new parking lot was constructed on the site of the 

Information Building and the other two parking lots improved (NHDHR Inventory Files; Dam Safety Office File 

No. 110.01; State of New Hampshire DRED 1996; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1928:139; 

State of New Hampshire Forestry and Recreation Commission 1946). 

 

The Willey House Site and Recreation and Tourism in the White Mountains 

 

The landslide at the Willey House was an important event that had a strong influence on the development of 

tourism in Crawford Notch and the White Mountain region. The White Mountains and Crawford Notch were 

objects of curiosity for eighteenth century travelers in the region but were virtually inaccessible. The 

establishment of the road through the Notch and its improvement as a turnpike in 1803 ended the “frontier” era in 

the White Mountains and marked the beginning of permanent settlement in the region – an activity that was 

practically simultaneous with the development of a travel and tourism trade. The turnpike created a steady stream 

of travelers, primarily for mundane business, but also for sight-seeing. Eleazer Rosebrook, who had been living in 

the cabin constructed by Abel Crawford, is credited with opening the first inn for summer tourists in the 

mountains. Rosebrook had hosted a number of site-seeing visitors prior to the establishment of the turnpike. 

These included the Reverend Timothy Dwight, an early travel writer and later president of Yale College. 

Rosebrook constructed a large inn and stables almost immediately following the establishment of the new road 

(AMC 1982; Tolles 1998:29-30). 

 

Rosebrook left the house to his grandson, Ethan Allen Crawford (1792-1846), who, along with his wife Lucy, 

made the first concerted effort to cater to and develop a tourist trade in the region. After the house built by 

Rosebrook burned in 1818, the Crawfords moved another frame house to the location from a short distance away. 

They hosted visitors in the region, escorted them through the Notch, cut walking trails (including the first up 

Mount Washington in 1819), and advertised their facilities in urban newspapers. In 1824, Crawford constructed a 

large addition to his house for travelers and the inn became known as the Old Moosehorn Tavern. Meanwhile, his 

father Abel also operated his house at the south end of the Notch as an inn and escorted travelers through the 

Notch. Sometime before 1820, he expanded this residence into the Mount Crawford House, which could 

accommodate upwards of 60 people. In 1827-1828, Ethan Allen Crawford constructed the Notch House just 

above the gate of the Notch as an inn for travelers hiking through the Notch on foot. This was managed by his 

brother Thomas until the building was destroyed in an 1853 fire. Data on early hotels in New Hampshire shows 

that these inns were among the earliest in the state and were predated in the White Mountains region only by a 

few establishments in North Conway (AMC 1982; Division of Parks and Recreation n.d.; Garvin 1988:49; 

Hancock 1965; Purchase 1999:26; Tolles 1998: 29-31, Appendix A). 

 

The demise of the Willeys in 1826 resulted in an almost immediate shift in the function of the Willey House from 

wayside inn to tourist attraction. Heretofore, the Notch had been a highlight of trips through the White Mountains. 

However, the tale of the Willeys added a substantial component of human interest to the locale and thereby 

increased its fame and value as a tourist attraction. In this way, the Willey House transcended local lore to become 

a foundational component of cultural place-making in the Notch, particularly in the nineteenth century. 

Henceforth the Willey House, and later its ruins, would be an object of fascination for tourists in the region. 
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At the time of the incident, the story of the family’s demise received extensive coverage in the New England 

press. The fall of 1826 witnessed a substantial increase of visitors to the Notch and the Willey House, according 

to cultural historian John Sears, “became one of America’s first major tourist attractions” (Sears 1989:74). 

Visitors included many members of New England’s cultural elite, as well as a number of artists whose 

interpretations of the visual and literary aspects of the story spread and reinforced the both the tale itself and the 

splendor of Crawford Notch in the popular imagination. Renowned landscape painter Thomas Cole visited the 

Notch in 1828 and produced sketches and paintings of the house and surrounding scenery. Author Nathaniel 

Hawthorne passed through the Notch in September of 1832 and stayed at the Crawford House for two nights. He 

used the tale as the basis for his short story, “The Ambitious Guest”, which was published in New England 

Magazine in June 1835 and later reprinted in the expanded second edition of his collection, Twice-Told Tales, in 

1841. Hawthorne also published a description of his trip through the Notch in “Sketches from Memory, By a 

Pedestrian” in the New-England Magazine in November 1835. Several poets wrote works based on the incident. 

The event was recounted in numerous mid-nineteenth century travelogues, gazetteers, guides, and regional 

histories that invariably included illustrations of the site. Finally ministers and philosophers took up the tale, 

attempting to find a moral or instruction in the Willey family’s demise that was linked to American citizens’ 

relationship with God, God’s manifestation in nature, and domesticity (Hawthorne 1835a, 1835b; Mellow 

1980:51; Purchase 199:13; Sears 1989:75; Wineapple 2003:154). 

 

Although somewhat removed from visitor experience of Crawford Notch today, this outpouring of artistic, 

religious, and popular response to the Willey tragedy was instrumental in shaping tourist experiences of the Notch 

in the nineteenth century. Prior to the arrival of the railroad, tourism in the Notch was primarily an experience for 

middle and upper-class tourists whose moral, philosophical, and aesthetic education made them acutely sensitive 

to the philosophical repercussions of the Willey tragedy. These tourists were following the European vogue for 

the scenic tour, which sought dramatic and picturesque natural environments that could invoke feelings of awe or 

the sublime. The Willey’s tale and its reinterpretation in the cultural sphere imbued Crawford Notch with such 

values, which had not previously been part of its appeal as a tourist site. That the event occurred so early in the 

history of tourism in the Notch and the White Mountains leant it special weight (Sears 1989).  

 

In practical terms, the Willey House, and later its site, were subject to immediate and prolonged commemoration 

and exploitation for economic gain. According to the memoir of his wife Lucy, Ethan Allen Crawford participated 

in the recovery of the Willey bodies and quickly realized the significance of the place: “for a monument, I wrote 

with a piece of red chalk on a planed board, this inscription: ‘The Family found here.’ I nailed it to a dead tree, 

which was standing near the place where they were found” (Crawford 1846:102). The Crawfords immediately 

incorporated the Willey House into the list of attractions at the Notch to which they would escort visitors. The 

home was fully furnished and evoked a morbid curiosity in visitors, who could walk through the house and 

envision for themselves the last moments of the family before they rushed outside into catastrophe (Crawford 

1846:114; Garvin 20-21). 

 

The construction of the Willey House Hotel in 1844 incorporated the Willey House into the beginning of the 

grand hotel trade that would eclipse family efforts like those of the Crawfords. Owner Horace Fabyan recognized 

the growing potential of tourism as an industry and worked to develop the capacity of Crawford Notch facilities. 

A Maine native, Fabyan had worked as an innkeeper in Conway, New Hampshire. He also purchased Ethan Allen 

Crawford’s Moosehorn Tavern in 1841 and enlarged it as the Mount Washington House. The construction of 

railroads into the White Mountains accelerated development of large-scale hotels like Fabyans’s and of the tourist 

trade generally. The first line to reach the region was the Atlantic and St. Lawrence Railroad, which reached 

Gorham in 1851. The Portland and Ogdensburg Railroad, chartered 1867, achieved direct access to Crawford 

Notch under the leadership of the Anderson Brothers of Maine. After surmounting numerous engineering and 

logistical obstacles to establish the tracks through the rugged terrain, the line opened in 1875 with stations at 

Bemis to the south of the Notch and Crawford Notch Depot on the north side of the gap, adjacent to the Notch 

House. The railroad provided tourists with easier access to the White Mountains, and the ride through the Notch 

was an attraction in itself and could be enjoyed from open observation cars. A number of new hotels in the region 

followed the opening of the railroads, including the first Crawford House (1852), and the Summit House (1852) 
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and Tip Top House (1853) on Mount Washington (AMC 1983; Hancock 1965:38). In 1872, the New Hampshire 

Board of Agriculture estimated that the state’s economy received nearly $3 million in summer visitor income 

annually. By 1896, the estimate was over $5 million. Much of this money was spent in rural areas where it 

provided a valuable supplement, or even substitute, to the depressed wages offered by farming and other rural 

occupations of the northern regions (AMC 1982; Robertson and English 1987; Tolles 1998:30-31). 

 

The destruction of the Willey House in 1898 and its subsequent purchase by the state in 1913 coincided with a 

fundamental shift in the tourist industry. The advent of the automobile at the opening of the twentieth century 

ended the era of the grand hotel and simultaneously reshaped the experience and the geographic range of the 

tourist, who was no longer constrained to the routes of the railroad and proximate sites that were accessible by 

stage. Automobile travelers were more transient and self-guided, and could rapidly move through the White 

Mountains from overnight stop to overnight stop. Roadway infrastructure expanded, while railroad ridership 

decreased. The State of New Hampshire created its highway department in 1905, and by 1920, had committed to 

the construction of a network of all-weather highways. Service stations and tourist shops rose up rapidly along 

key roadways to cater to auto travelers. Between around 1910 and 1930 motor camping, or “gypsying” emerged 

as popular alternative to railroad travel. It offered individual freedom and opportunity to “rough it” and travel at 

one’s own pace and was preferred by many over more regimented and passive railroad travel. States, towns, and 

businesses recognized the trend and began to establish campgrounds and rustic cabins to capture this potential 

business and grand hotels like the Crawford House slowly diminished in importance (AMC 1982; (Skidmore 

2008:13). 

 

The State of New Hampshire took an active interest in promoting automobile tourism. State promotional literature 

had pictured “enticing mountain views as seen from the automobile” as early as 1907 (as quoted in Skidmore 

2008:10). The New Hampshire Forestry Commission had recognized the automobile tour trend, commenting: 

“While our mountain roads and trails have long been used by trampers, the auto camping party has come into his 

own quite recently…the possibility for recreation throughout our mountain region is very great” (State of New 

Hampshire Forestry Commission 1922:78). The Turnpike through the Notch was incorporated into the new 

Theodore Roosevelt Trail, a cross-country auto road established in 1919. The road through the Notch was already 

well-established, but participation in the trail system presented an opportunity to market the White Mountains to a 

broader audience. The construction of the Willey House Camps was a logical step to capitalize on auto camping 

and both acknowledged and capitalized on the interest of the public in the Willey tragedy, which, despite the loss 

of the house and lack of any visitor services, continued to be a favored roadside stop. The Willey House Site 

became a key marketing point for the Notch as a tourist destination. The New Hampshire Chapter of the 

Roosevelt Highway Association published in 1921 a twenty-two page brochure titled The Roosevelt Memorial 

Highway in New Hampshire that included a map, list of hotels, photos, and a written description of the route. 

Crawford Notch was featured prominently in the publication and a picture of “automobile camping parties” at the 

Willey House Site was included (as quoted in Skidmore 2008:12). When the Forestry Commission acquired the 

Willey House site, they placed a low log fence around the house foundation and erected a wood sign 

commemorating the spot. Concessionaires also perpetuated the story, publishing a pamphlet in the 1920s to 

commemorate the slide, and postcards of both the foundation and “the boulders that split the slide”. A traveler 

recounted arriving at the site in 1920, prior to establishment of the Willey House Camps: 

 

Some distance beyond the Crawford House, we saw a number of automobiles parked by the side 

of the road, their occupants gathered in little groups just beyond. At first I could not surmise what 

had brought these people here, and then I suddenly recalled what the attraction was…the grass-

grown ruin…attracted many interested visitors (as quoted in Skidmore 2008:15; New Hampshire 

Highways 1924; Roberts 1924:9). 

 

The placing of the DAR memorial at the Willey House Site in 1926 represented a shift in the meaning of the 

tragedy from the mid-nineteenth century view. The boulder and tablet, placed “in the exact center of the old cellar 

hole, now nearly filled up,” were unveiled on July 16, 1926 near the centennial of the famous slide. The idea for 

the tablet was conceived by Florence P. Morey, whose family owned much of the land in Hart’s Location from 
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which the state reservation was drawn. Dissatisfied with the wood sign constructed by the state, she partnered 

with the DAR – Anna Stickney Chapter, North Conway to construct the monument. Preceding the ceremony was 

a pageant which reenacted noteworthy events in the history of the area. Women dressed in period outfits then rode 

to the Willey House Site on a six-horse stage coach. These events fixed the family within a pantheon of pioneers 

and founding citizens in the north country – a theme consistent with other commemorative activities undertaken 

by the Ann Stickney Chapter of the DAR and with the national Colonial Revival movement in America (Folsom 

1930:91, 127; Parshley 1926; 91). 

 

Throughout the remainder of the twentieth century, the Willey House Site has continued to serve as a noteworthy 

attraction in the itinerary of the White Mountain tourist. Local historians and promoters have continued to reprint 

the story of the slide in popular media. Most recently, the overgrown Willey Boulders, or the rock that “split the 

slide” was relocated by an amateur historian. It was cleared of vegetation in 2008 or 2009 and posted with a sign 

recounting its significance (Colquhoun 2009; Eastman 1999; Hancock 1965; Peterson 2001:C1). 

 

State of New Hampshire Forestry Conservation and Parks System 

 

The Willey House Site is associated with the history of forestry conservation and attendant development of the 

parks system in the state. Crawford Notch was the first state reservation to be purchased with state funds, rather 

than through private bequests, was the second to be managed as a park, and was the fourth state forest reservation 

to be established. Forestry conservation had developed nationally as a movement in the late nineteenth century in 

response to the industrial-scale logging methods that were developed during the period. The movement’s 

maturation came with President Theodore Roosevelt’s establishment of the federal Division of Forestry (now the 

Forest Service) in 1901, which was placed under the leadership of Chief Forester and noted conservationist 

Gifford Pinchot.  

 

In New Hampshire, use of trees and forestry by-products had been a substantial portion of the state economy since 

the Colonial Period. The introduction of steam-powered sawmills, logging equipment, and railroads dramatically 

expanded the geographic scale and tempo of the work beginning in the 1870s. Between 1850 and 1900, the value 

of timber product output from New Hampshire forests multiplied nine-fold. The state’s forestry conservation 

movement emerged slowly in the 1870s under the leadership of Concord lawyer Joseph B. Walker, who had 

stayed in one of the Crawford inns in 1838. Walker and other concerned individuals led the movement that 

created a temporary commission on New Hampshire Forests in the 1880s. A permanent Forestry Commission was 

appointed in 1893. The commission was granted the power to acquire lands for conservation purposes. In 1901, 

the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests was formed and organized with an interlocking 

directorate to that of the state commission. The Society hired Philip W. Ayers (1861-1945) in 1901. Ayers 

brought the cause to a national audience, advocating for and eventually winning the establishment of the White 

Mountain National Forest in 1911. In 1909, a State Forestry Department was established to administer public 

lands and implement state forestry policy (AMC 1982; Blaine 2011; Brown 1958:16-23, 29, 35; State of New 

Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation n.d.). 

 

Logging’s development as a large-scale extractive industry was essentially contemporaneous with the maturation 

of the White Mountain tourist industry. The practice of clear-cutting large swaths of forest and the frequent forest 

fires that fed on the residual “slash” of lumbering cutting operations prompted increasing concern on the part of 

interested professionals, conservationists, and proponents of White Mountain tourism. Many views from the 

grand hotels of the White Mountains were despoiled by logging activities. Groups of outdoor recreation 

enthusiasts such as the AMC (founded 1876) advocated for the preservation of forests and a natural alignment 

between conservation, tourist, and recreation interests emerged. The result was an early recognition that 

conservationist goals should not only include scientific management of forests for future logging, but also 

preservation of certain areas for their recreational and scenic value (AMC 1907:128, AMC 2013; Brown 1958:33-

34). 
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Recognition of the forest’s value as a scenic commodity was institutionalized within the Forestry Commission, 

whose mission included management of forested areas as parks for recreational purposes and the preservation of 

exceptional scenic areas for such uses. The precedent for setting aside public lands for parks had been set in 1872 

with the establishment of Yellowstone National Park and had followed at the state level with New York State’s 

founding of Niagara Falls in 1884. Thereafter, states across the country established park systems of their own in 

rapid succession between about 1890 and 1920. Up until the purchase of Crawford Notch in 1911, New 

Hampshire’s state park and forest system consisted of only three small tracts. This was due in part a restriction on 

the expenditure of state monies on reservations. The first state forest reservation, which was also the first state 

park, was the 3-acre Miller Park in Peterborough, acquired in 1891. By 1910, there was a “growing feeling” that 

the state needed to actively fund the purchase of spots of “rare natural beauty” (State of New Hampshire Forestry 

Commission 1912:76). According to the 1912 biennial report, the Commission’s attention was focused on the 

purchase of Crawford Notch, which was under imminent threat from loggers. The commission reports do not 

reference the protracted and as yet incomplete political effort to establish the White Mountain National Forest. 

However, it seems likely that this feeling was both a general evolution in the public’s attitude towards 

conservation and also a response to the federal governments’ inability to establish the national forest in the White 

Mountains. When the purchase of the Notch was legislated in 1911 and completed in 1913, it marked the first 

time that the State purchased a reservation with public funds expressly for scenic and recreational purposes. By 

1914, the state had established eight state forests and parks totaling over 7,500 acres under the auspices of the 

Forestry Commission, with the Crawford Notch State Forest by far the largest of the early tracts. Some of these 

were managed for active harvesting, others for demonstration of forestry principles (McClelland, Linda Flint 

1993; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1906:199, 1914:49-50, 1916:80-81, State of New 

Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation n.d.). 

 

The State’s active management of reservations for recreational purposes expanded in the 1930s. In part, this was 

due to advocacy on by the Forestry Commission, which viewed management of state parks for recreation as an 

integral component of competition for vacation profits with other regions. The federal government also became 

involved with making improvements to state-owned properties. This was largely an outcome of the CCC and 

WPA programs, which established visitor service facilities at 10 different state forest properties, including 

Crawford Notch. The CCC improvements at the Willey House Site represented a relatively small proportion of 

the federal assistance effort directed to the State. The New Hampshire Forestry Department alone received 

$690,000 in total relief monies during 1933-1934 and used it to employ over 6,000 men at least 19 different work 

sites. By 1935, there were 11 state parks. To administer the new areas, the Forestry Commission was expanded in 

1935 and renamed the Forestry and Recreation Commission, which still oversaw the Forestry Department. After 

World War II, recreational oversight was expanded further with the establishment of a Division of Recreation 

comparable to the Division of Forests. During the post-war years, park holdings and activities became 

increasingly diverse and also service oriented. The state currently has 75 state parks that are managed expressly 

for recreation (Brown 1958:111, 114-115, 129; McClelland 1993; State of New Hampshire Division of Parks and 

Recreation n.d.; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1934:23; State of New Hampshire Forestry and 

Recreation Commission 1933). 

 

20. Applicable NHDHR Historic Context(s) (See appendix C) 

 
81. New Hampshire State Parks, Sites, and Forests 

73. Summer and Vacation Home Tourism 

 

21. Architectural Description and Comparative Evaluation 

 
The Crawford Notch State Park - Willey House Site (hereinafter referred to as the Willey House Site) is a 

recreation and visitor services facility operated by the State of New Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation. 

The site is a component of the larger 5,950-acre Crawford Notch State Park, a reservation which occupies the 

northern half of Crawford Notch in Hart’s Location, New Hampshire. The area contains 7 buildings, 1 structure, 2 
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sites, and the park landscape. Eight of these resources contribute to the significance of the property: 5 buildings 

and 1 site are over 50 years of age, and 1 additional site that is a natural feature, and the landscape. The four non-

contributing resources in the property include 3 buildings that are less than 50 years of age and 1 structure that 

was established in the historic period but was replaced less than 50 years ago. 

 

The setting of the complex (and the boundaries of Hart’s Location and the state park within it) is defined by the 

geological formation of Crawford Notch, a wooded, winding, approximately 5-mile-long valley or pass between 

the Willey and Presidential ranges of the White Mountains. The defining characteristic of the Notch is a glacial 

trough of striking uniformity that defines its center. This formation runs on a north-northwest axis and is about 2 

miles in length, 1 mile in width, and has over 2,000 feet of elevation difference between the valley floor and the 

surrounding ridge lines. The dominant peaks are Mounts Willard and Willey to the west and Mount Jackson to the 

east. The Saco River flows along the floor of the valley on the east edge of the Willey House site and is roughly 

paralleled by State Route 302 (Rt. 302, Crawford Notch Road), a modern two-lane asphalt roadway. The route of 

the Conway Scenic Railroad (originally the Portland and Ogdensburg and later the Boston and Maine Railroad 

and Guilford Transportation Group) runs along the west slope of the Notch, about 0.25 miles west of and 250 feet 

in elevation above the Willey House Site. The right-of-way is not visible from the site. Several hiking trails begin 

at the site and connect with the larger trail network of the White Mountains and also with the Appalachian 

National Scenic Trail (Appalachian Trail), which crosses Crawford Notch approximately 1 mile south of the 

Willey House site. 

 

The Willey House Site is in a clearing on the valley floor near the approximate mid-point of the glacial trough. 

The location has almost unobstructed views of the Notch and woodlands in every direction. All of the buildings, 

as well as a picnic area, are located on the west side of the road. A parking area, the Willey Pond, and a second 

picnic area are located on the east side of the road (photos 1-4). The Willey House Site Landscape incorporates 

both formal and informal areas in accordance with intended functions and has been improved incrementally both 

within and outside of the historic period since the establishment of the Willey House Camps in 1924.  Resources 

along the west side of the road are organized into three groupings that are strung along the more gentle slope of 

the valley floor adjacent to and looking down on the roadway. At the north end are two employee residences set in 

an informal grouping (established ca. 1950). The residences are accessed via a gravel cul-de-sac driveway that 

crosses a small brook on a low deck bridge with wood railings. Little grading or clearing has been attempted in 

this area. The buildings and structure are set within a glade whose natural terrain appears unbroken except for the 

building pads and driveway. A small concrete block pump house is located at the south end of the driveway. 

 

A group of five buildings and the foundation remains of the Willey House are located at the center of the complex 

on the west side of Rt. 302, about 120 feet south of the employee residences. The grouping is bounded to the 

north by a small asphalt-paved parking area and to the south by an asphalt driveway that leads to a service area 

and to the picnic area. The buildings serve as the focal point of the visitor experience. All of the buildings are 

oriented east towards the roadway and are organized in a symmetrical, rectilinear arrangement on a terraced lawn. 

The terraces are retained behind low walls constructed of a mixture of un-coursed granite and rhyolite 

rubblestone. The largest of these walls had its origins in the construction of the Willey House, but has since been 

expanded to create the lawn. Gravel walks with wood plank stairs provide circulation in this area. Set on the north 

edge of this lawn, adjacent to the Tourist Information Center, is a bronzed aluminum flag pole with a ball finial 

and a concrete anchorage. The Willey House Foundation is set in the southeast corner of the lawn. 

 

South of the visitor buildings is a picnic area. This is set on a grassy, rock-strewn, irregular slope and accessed via 

a gravel drive that runs north-south through the picnic sites. Birch trees stand throughout the site. Picnic benches 

constructed of steel tubing and wood planks are sited along the hillside on small terraces that appear to be former 

cabin locations (see site history). Two outhouses are situated in the southwest corner of the grouping. An asphalt 

parking is set between the picnic area and Rt. 302. 

 

The portion of the Willey House Site on the east side of the road is dedicated to parking and recreational use. A 

large, asphalt-paved parking lot (improved in 2000) is set between the road and the river, which has been damned 
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to create a pond. Gravel paths line the southwest corner of the pond and extend across the pond’s dam to the east. 

The south end of the parking lot and the southwest edge of the pond are lined with low rubblestone walls similar 

in construction to those on the west side of the road. On the east bank of the pond is a second picnic area set 

within a cleared glade. Steel and wood picnic benches and small cooking grills are interspersed in the glade. 

 

The following resource description moves north to south along the west side of the road and then proceeds to the 

resources on the east side of the road. Park building codes (where assigned), construction dates, and the assigned 

area form map numbers follow each building name in parentheses. 

 

At the north end of the employee residence driveway is the Help Quarters (CRW04, ca. 1950, map no. 1, photo 

5). It is a one-story, three-bay-by-two-bay, wood frame cabin with an end-gable orientation and a rectangular 

plan. The entry faces northwest. The roof is clad in asphalt shingles and has overhanging eaves with exposed, 

beveled rafter tails. The plank gable rakes are ornamented with projecting, beveled timber rafter plates. The gable 

ends are sheathed in vertical planks. The wide, rough-sawn clapboard walls have plank corner boards and 

regularly-spaced fenestration. Windows are six-over-six double-hung, wood sash with hook-mounted, wood-

framed exterior storms and screens. These windows are set in pairs on the side (north and south) walls and singly 

on the end walls and have wood plank surrounds and sills. Small, three-light, wood, inward-tilting hopper 

windows are centered on the side walls below the eaves. The primary entry is set off-center on the west end. It has 

a varnished wood plank door with a painted wood screen door, both mounted on cast plate hinges and set in a 

simple plank surround. A short stone walkway leads to a plank doorstep with open risers. A second entry, now 

covered with plywood, is located on the east end of the building and accessed via a second set of plank steps. The 

building is elevated on exposed, truncated pyramidal, concrete footings. Vertical plank boards are employed as 

screening between the sill line and grade level. The interior consists of an open-plan living, dining, and kitchen 

area with two bedrooms set off by an interior partition wall. Architectural materials are consistent with the rustic 

exterior treatment. The painted ceiling is composite panel with plank battens. The walls are varnished, beaded, 

shiplap, pine planks with varnished plank window surrounds. The floor is plank and linoleum. The kitchen is 

fitted with built-in varnished pine cabinets and a built-in plank shelf divides the kitchen and living areas. Little 

information is available concerning the original design of this building. 

 

The Manager’s Cabin (CRW01, ca. 1950, map no. 2, photo 6) is located immediately west of and adjacent to the 

Help Quarters. This wood-frame, one-story, end-gable cabin has a three-bay-by-three-bay “L”-shaped plan with a 

main block running east-west and an ell addition (built 1959) projecting from the south wall. The building is 

similar to the Help Quarters in its roof, walls, trim, entry, and foundation. Entrances are located on the east and 

west ends of the main block. A brick chimney is centered on the ridgeline of the main block. The regularly-spaced 

fenestration consists of six-over-six, double-hung, wood sash; paired eight-light hopper windows; a twelve-light 

casement window; and a fixed, six-light unit. The ell has a large picture window flanked with four-light casement 

units. The cabin interior is organized into an open-plan living, dining, and kitchen area occupying the east end of 

the main block and the entirety of the ell. Bedrooms are set off along the north side of the cabin. The overall 

approach to the interior design is similar to that of the Help Quarters, particularly in the wall and floor treatments 

and the organization of the kitchen. The ceiling is a combination of linoleum and painted and unpainted V-groove 

planking. A built-in table with booth seating forms a half-wall between the kitchen and dining areas. Little 

information is available concerning the original design of this building. 

 

On the northeast corner of the terraced lawn is the Tourist Information Center (CRW07, 1930, map no. 3, photo 

7), originally constructed by the CCC as a Rest House. This one-story log cabin has a three-by-three-bay 

rectangular plan with an end-gable configuration and is assembled from two log pens. A small wood plank deck 

with steps and a handicapped ramp provides access to the entry. The building originally had a veranda that 

wrapped around the facade and two sides of the building. A shed-roofed plywood ell addition extends off the rear 

of the structure. The asphalt shingle roof (formerly sheathed in wood shingles) has deep overhanging eaves with 

exposed plank soffits and log rafters and purlins. A fieldstone chimney is placed on the ridge line at the juncture 

of the two log pens. The walls are painted, peeled spruce logs with saddle-notched log crowns and painted jute 

chinking. The cabin’s main entry consists of a two-leaf French door with outward swinging wood screen doors. 
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The doors are set within a painted wood plank surround topped by a shallow wood plank drip cornice. A second 

entry on the north elevation provides access to the rear crib. This door consists of a battened panel topped with a 

single window (now painted). A third entry on the south elevation is covered with plywood. The fenestration 

consists of regularly-spaced, fixed, four-light, wood picture windows. Window frames are identical to those of the 

doors. The log walls rest on sawn, dimensional timber sills that are clad on the side elevations with logs. The sills 

rest directly on exposed concrete block footings. A painted, carved wood plank sign is hung above the entry and 

reads “New Hampshire Tourist Information Courtesy of Division of Parks”. The building interior is organized 

into two rooms corresponding to the two log pens. The larger east room is open to the public and furnished as a 

museum and information center using materials consistent with the rustic exterior. The tray ceiling has exposed 

timber framing and plank sheathing. Walls are rough-sawn vertical pine planks. The floor is painted strip wood. A 

large granite fieldstone fireplace occupies the west wall and has a firebrick hearth. A variety of stained wood 

display cases provide information on the natural history and settlement of the Notch. The west room is unfinished 

and used for storage. 

 

Behind the Tourist Information Center is the Workshop (CRW05, ca. 1930, map no.4, photo 8), constructed for 

an unknown purpose as part of the Willey House Camps development. This one-story, single crib log cabin has 

two-by-one-bay, square footprint with an end-gable orientation. The roof is clad in painted corrugated steel 

installed in 2001 (DRED – Development Design, Development and Maintenance Section 2013). It has open 

soffits with exposed log rafter tails and plank gable rakes. The walls are painted, peeled logs that terminate at log 

corner posts and are chinked with painted jute. A pair of entries flanked by windows are set on the east wall. Each 

entry has a door leaf assembled from vertical, beaded wood planks and hung on strap hinges. The doors are 

framed in a wood plank surround that is shared by the flanking window. The windows are six-over-six, double-

hung, wood sash with exterior hardware cloth screens. A single window of the same type is set off-center on each 

side elevation of the cabin, although the window on the north elevation is now covered with plywood. An exterior 

concrete block chimney is set on the rear wall of the cabin. Centered on this wall and partially covered by the 

chimney is a second entry, now covered with plywood. The walls rest on sawn timber sills, which in turn are 

supported on concrete block footings. The cabin interior is a single room with a beaded V-groove, wood plank 

ceiling and walls and a plank floor. A wood post-and-beam system runs longitudinally through the space and 

supports a beam that is flush with the ceiling, possibly indicating where a former partition wall may previously 

have been removed from the cabin. A small plywood shed, informally called the annex, is set close to the rear 

wall of the shop.  

 

South of the Workshop is the Bathroom (CRW08, 1970, map no. 5, photo 9). A pressure-treated dimensional 

lumber deck (added 1991) with a pipe railing runs across the front of the building (DRED – Development Design, 

Development and Maintenance Section 2013). This four-by-three-bay log cabin has a painted, corrugated steel 

roof with overhanging eaves and exposed log purlins and rafter plates. The walls are assembled from splined, 

dimensional logs that are sawn on their upper and lower surfaces and terminate in log crowns at the building 

corners. Entries for the women’s and men’s rooms are set at the corners of the east elevation and have wood 

screen doors with narrow log surrounds. The symmetrically-disposed windows have six-over-six, double-hung, 

wood sash set within painted log surrounds. The building rests on a concrete slab and poured concrete sills. The 

interior is divided into men’s and women’s areas with a storage room in the northwest corner of the cabin. The 

ceiling is the exposed, varnished underside of the purlins and plank roof deck. Walls are varnished, vertical, 

tongue and groove planking. The floor is a concrete slab. 

 

Anchoring the southeast corner of the terrace is the Restaurant Building (CRW06, 1924, map no. 9, photo 13). 

This consists of two parallel log cabins that have been extensively altered through both historical and modern-

period additions to create a single large building. These originally housed the restrooms, store, and restaurant of 

the Willey House Camps. A wood plank and timber porch wraps around the front (east) and south sides of the 

Restaurant, replacing a log porch of the same general configuration. Each cabin originally consisted of a two-by-

three-bay, single-crib building sited about 15 feet away from the other. The two buildings have been joined 

through longitudinal infill that extends for the length of the building and the original walls in this location 

removed. The cabins have been lengthened by about 15 feet to the rear and widened on the north side by about 10 
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feet through one or more building campaigns. The addition has a log wall on its south side, plywood sheathing on 

the rear (west) side, and board-and-batten siding on the north side. The addition has also added a half story in 

height to the cabins, which are now surmounted by a large, shallow-pitched gable roof that extends to within 

about 10 feet of the front facade, leaving a small portion of the original roofline visible. The new roof extends 

north and south beyond the original side walls to enclose the addition on the north and the porch on the south side. 

Only the cabins’ east ends, the south wall of the south cabin, and a small portion of the north wall of the north 

cabin are retained. These have painted, peeled spruce log walls with jute chinking. An entry is centered on the 

south elevation and consists of a pair of French doors and painted wood screens with flanking eight-light 

sidelights, all set in a plank surround. Windows on the east elevation appear to date from the 1930s (based on 

postcard illustrations) and consist of pairs of nine-light wood sash sliding windows with wide plank frames and 

plank drip cornices. These replaced smaller windows with a vertical rectangular opening. Original portions of the 

building are founded on wood posts that rest on large granite blocks. New portions of the building utilize a 

combination of concrete slab and concrete block foundations. The interior of the restaurant building is divided 

into a single large public space across the front of the building (within the original cabin areas) and storage and 

food service spaces across the rear of the building (within the additions). The public spaces of the interior are 

divided by a longitudinal service counter into a gift shop to the north and restaurant to the south. Ceilings in the 

space are varnished pine V-groove planks and are supported with an extensive post-and-beam system. Walls are 

also varnished pine planks. The floors are painted wood planks. Several varnished plywood booths have been 

constructed along the front wall of the eating area. Light is provided by fluorescent strip fixtures and an 

assortment of modern ceiling fixtures with glass globes.  

 

Behind the Restaurant Building is the Generator House (CRW02, 1994, map no. 8, photo 12). This small, wood 

frame, utility building has a one-by-one-bay rectangular end-gable plan. It has an asphalt shingle roof, textured 

plywood siding, and concrete slab foundation. A two-leaf screen door is offset on the east elevation. Window 

openings on the north and south elevation are covered with hardware cloth, without any operable sash. Wood 

plank trim is utilized on the gable rakes, corners, and window and door surrounds. The interior is a single 

unfinished room used for storage. The generator was removed circa 2011. 

 

Located near the south edge of the lawn is the Willey House Foundation (1793, 1926, map no. 6, photo 10). The 

exposed upper courses of three of the Willey House foundation walls, in combination with the terrace retaining 

wall, frame a small sunken lawn. Set within the lawn is the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) 

monument. This is a single boulder resting on a plinth of granite rubble. A bronze plaque fastened to the boulder 

reads: 

 

SITE OF THE WILLEY HOUSE 

THE LANDSLIDE 1826 

MARKED BY 

ANNA STICKNEY CHAPTER 

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

1925
5
 

 

 

Set on a slope at the rear of the visitor complex is a second site associated with the Willey Family. Here is a large 

rock outcrop known as the Willey Boulders (map no. 7, photo 11). This natural formation is marked with a 

modern-period wood sign that reads: 

 

WILLEY BOULDERS 

THIS OUTCROPPING OF ROCKS 

                                                 
5
 Although the plaque carries the date of 1925, the plaque was not unveiled in public until the summer of 1926, and the 

construction date of 1926 is accordingly used in this document. This is within the spirit of the commemorative act, which 
occurred on the centennial of the 1826 landslide. 
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SAVED THE WILLEY HOUSE FROM 

DESTRUCTION ON AUG. 28, 1826. 

 

Adjacent to the outcrop is the foundation of a former well house. This small plank-formed concrete structure is 

now topped with a pressure-treated wood observation deck. A trail from the terrace has been cut up to the slope to 

afford visitors access to the boulders and observation deck. 

 

In the extreme southwest corner of the site, adjacent to the picnic area, are two Pit Toilets (1965-1970, map no. 

11, photo 15). These wood frame sheds have corrugated fiberglass roofs, wood frame walls clad in V-groove 

wood planks, and concrete block sills. They are vented with screens and steel chimneys. 

 

East of Route 302 the land slopes gradually down from the road to the Saco River. The Willey House Dam (State 

Dam No. 110.01, 1980, map no. 10, photo 14) is an approximately 220 foot-long wood and concrete structure that 

creates an approximate 5-foot fall, exclusive of stoplogs. The dam incorporates is a rock-filled timber crib 

spillway flanked by reinforced concrete wingwalls and topped with a combined walkway and gate frame structure 

constructed of wood. The spillway crib has plank upstream face, and spillway and an exposed crib air 

(downstream) face. A boulder splash pad is set downstream of the spillway. A low-flow outlet is centered in the 

crib spillway and actuated via a vertical-lift, rack-and-pinion mechanism. A pathway leads from the parking lot 

across the dam to the picnic area and trail network (out side the study area) on the east side of the pond. 

 

Rustic Log Architecture 

 

The Willey House Site contains examples of rustic log architecture as applied to recreational and state park 

buildings in the early and mid- twentieth century. Rustic architecture consists of buildings made from native 

materials that blend in with a natural setting and sometimes incorporate elements found in nature. The cabin 

building type originally developed out of convenience. Nineteenth-century settlers in the remote regions of New 

Hampshire, as in many northern locations, used readily available local timber to build simple log and wood-frame 

shelters, with practical and minimal designs. This general form, constructed with on-site materials was repeated in 

hunting lodges and makeshift shelters throughout New Hampshire. Such buildings utilized simple rectangular 

plans, compact scale, wood frames and gable roofs, minimal ornament derived from natural materials, affordable 

or local building materials including logs and board sheathing, open floor plans with lofted sleeping areas, and 

limited amenities.  

 

Rustic architecture as a motif in architectural practice and the related (re)introduction of log cabin design to the 

profession is generally credited to Andrew Jackson Downing, who published his Treatise on the Theory and 

Practice of Landscape Gardening in 1841. Downing imported English practices of landscape design and the 

appreciation of native landscapes into American landscape architecture. Included in the publication was 

Downing’s approach to architecture for country pleasure grounds, which emphasized construction of amenities in 

designs that utilized native materials and emulated the forms found in the natural landscape. This included 

construction of benches, bridges, and shelters from unprocessed logs. Downing’s ideas took root in late-

nineteenth and early twentieth century architecture and landscape architecture and were evidenced in 

Richardsonian Romanesque, Craftsman, and Prairie Style architecture. The style was initially made popular by the 

grand examples constructed in New York’s Adirondack Mountains in the late nineteenth century. Its spread to 

other areas was assisted by publications such as William S. Wicks’ Log Cabins: How to Build and Furnish Them 

(1889) (McClelland 1993). 

 

The development of rustic architecture and the reinvention of the log cabin was synchronous with and closely 

related to the origins of the conservation and outdoor recreation movements. The romantic notion of a simpler 

lifestyle and desire to reconnect with nature that occurred in the beginning of the late-nineteenth century 

encouraged the development of rustic architecture for recreation purposes. Recreationists expressed these 

sentiments through activities involving “camping out” and “roughing it”, which typically meant sleeping in 

remote wilderness in a tent or such minimal wood-frame structures. Cabins were incorporated into roadside motor 
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courts and campgrounds and also utilized as private vacation homes. Rustic design, including log structures, was 

incorporated into the early national parks by concessionaires and then by the National Park Service when it took 

charge of the parks beginning in 1917. That institution would codify its approach to rustic design in its 1938 Park 

and Recreation Structures (Good 1938). Influential state parks such as New York’s Bear Mountain would 

incorporate rustic log cabin design into their comprehensive planning, and the form was promulgated as an 

appropriate park solution through the National Conference on State Parks, formed in 1921. The United States 

Forest Service also adopted rustic design for its facilities when Chief Forester Gifford Pinchot directed that, 

wherever possible, forest rangers and guards build cabins of logs with shake roofs for their housing and 

headquarters. The Forest Service standardized its architectural approach in 1908 with the issuance of plans for a 

variety of rustic log and wood frame building types (McClelland 1993; U.S. Forest Service 2012).  

 

The Restaurant, Workshop, and Tourist Information Center at Crawford Notch State Park exemplify early rustic 

park and forestry architecture in New Hampshire. Although comparative evaluation is complicated by the fact that 

there was no documented and concerted effort on the part of the Forestry Commission and its successors to 

narrowly define its rustic style, log cabin or otherwise; sufficient examples exist to demonstrate that rustic 

architecture was state’s preferred design approach for this infrastructure. This was evident whether the 

construction of early public facilities was left to concessionaires, as was the case at the Willey House Site, or was 

built with planning assistance from the CCC, which provided resources for a number of reservations in the 1930s. 

For example, Crawford Notch reservation’s original headquarters were located at the Allen Spring Camp. This 

small building was a frame cabin clad in shingles with porch of peeled log poles. While not identical in 

construction to those at the Willey House Site, the simplicity of design and roughly-finished materials evidenced a 

consistent concern for appropriateness to the natural setting. A concessionaire completed the Community Lodge 

in Franconia Notch State Park’s Lafayette Campground in 1934. This building, described in the state’s annual 

report as a “rustic lodge,” was a large, three-pen, log-type building raised on a stone foundation (State of New 

Hampshire Forestry and Recreation Commission 1937:68). Bear Brook State Park, established in 1935, had 

several rustic buildings used for restrooms, activities, and other purposes. The CCC built this so-called 

Recreational Demonstration Area (or RDA) in the late 1930s to plans provided by the National Park Service. The 

buildings, which are still in use, were assembled from dimensional lumber frames and clad with wide clapboards. 

The U.S. Forest Service, with the help of the CCC, also constructed a rustic style, administrative compound for 

the Bartlett Experimental Forests Headquarters & Bartlett Supply Depot at Bartlett, New Hampshire. These 

clapboard-sheathed wood frame buildings were built between 1923 and 1934 (Brown 1958; Good 

1938:141,155,159, 179; Heck 1992; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1922:75-77; State of New 

Hampshire Forestry and Recreation Commission 1937:66; U.S. Forest Service 2012). 

 

Arthur A. Shurcliff 

 

Arthur Asahel Shurcliff (born Shurcliff, 1870-1957) was a Boston-born landscape architect, planner and educator. 

His significance is derived from his influence on the early development of landscape architecture as a profession 

in the United States and for his achievements in urban, parkway, and garden design. 

 

Shurcliff was born to a Boston, Massachusetts family that owned a business manufacturing surgical instruments. 

He attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and graduated in 1894 with a degree in mechanical 

engineering, intending to join the instrument business. However, his love of the outdoors and the influence of 

writings by regional Transcendentalist authors led to a different career. After consulting with Frederick Law 

Olmsted, Sr. and Charles Eliot (another prominent Boston landscape architect and planner), Shurcliff attended 

Harvard University and the Bussey Institution, where he pieced together classes to obtain an education in 

landscape architecture, for which no degree program existed at the time. After obtaining his second bachelor’s 

degree in 1896, Shurcliff worked in the Olmsted offices for eight years, where he was particularly influenced by 

the tutelage of Eliot. In collaboration with Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., Shurcliff established the country’s first 

four-year landscape program at Harvard University, where he taught until 1906 (Cushing 1995, 2000).  
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Shurcliff opened his own practice in 1904 and his early projects emphasized his large-scale planning skills. From 

the outset, he completed ambitious projects that were recognized within the field. These included highway studies 

for the Boston Metropolitan Improvement Commission and the Massachusetts State Highway Commission, as 

well as industrial communities at Bemis, Tennessee and Hopedale, Massachusetts. His housing project at 

Bridgeport, Connecticut remains a widely-cited early work. For several decades, Shurcliff consulted for the 

Boston Parks Department and the Massachusetts Metropolitan District Commission and was instrumental in 

creating recreational and water supply facilities in the city and eastern portions of the state. His most notable 

contribution was the Charles River Basin project of the 1930s. Shurcliff’s private commissions included hundreds 

of gardens and multiple collegiate and secondary school campuses. The most outstanding and cited project of 

Shurcliff’s career was the re-creation of gardens at Colonial Williamsburg. As chief landscape architect for the 

organization from 1928-1941, he integrated planning, landscape architecture, and systematic historical and 

cultural studies to create an authentic design for the gardens (Cushing 2000). 

 

In addition to his design accomplishments, Shurcliff authored about 30 articles on his own work and studies on 

topics including parkways and street planning, English and Colonial American gardens, and urban park design. 

He served two terms as president of the American Society of Landscape Architects and was a founding member 

of the American City Planning Institute (Cushing 1995, 2000). 

 

As a New England-based professional, Shurcliff’s work included a number of studies and completed projects in 

New Hampshire. Archival records at Harvard University and the Massachusetts Historical Society indicate that 

these included about 30 clients. Shurcliff consulted with the State of New Hampshire on planning for land 

acquisition and visitor services at Franconia Notch following the acquisition of lands at the location for a state 

forest in 1927. He was also active in the AMC as an elected officer and kept the organization informed of his 

activities at Crawford Notch (Appalachia 1916:104-105; Brown 1958:99). 

 

22. Statement of Significance 

 
The Willey House Site is recommended to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 

Criteria A at the state level in the areas of recreation and conservation. The Willey House Site is significant for its 

associations with the development of summer tourism in the White Mountains and with the development of the 

New Hampshire state parks system. The death of the Willeys in 1826 was regionally, and perhaps nationally, 

publicized. The event substantially contributed to the cultural perception of the Notch as a sublime and 

picturesque landscape worthy of visitation and precipitated a marked increase in the scale of tourism in Crawford 

Notch during the mid nineteenth century. The Willey House, and later its foundation, were and remain an 

important visitor stop on tours through the White Mountains. The area was developed as a summer hotel 

destination in the mid nineteenth century, then as an overnight motor-court for automobile campers in the early 

twentieth century. The State of New Hampshire purchased the Willey House Site along with the majority of 

Crawford Notch in 1913 for recreational purposes. This was a landmark acquisition in the establishment of a state 

park system due to both its scale and prominence as a natural and cultural resource. The Willey House Site has 

served as the primary location for state visitor services within the Notch since 1924.  

 

The Willey House Site is not recommended to be eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion B, as 

the property is not associated with any significant person or persons. 

 

The Willey House Site is recommended eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion C in the area 

of architecture as a significant and distinguishable grouping of state park resources that embodies the distinctive 

characteristics of rustic architecture, an important architectural movement that was adopted by the New 

Hampshire Forestry Commission and its lessees. The contributing buildings; in particular the Restaurant Building, 

Workshop, and Tourist Information Center; display the simple massing, log construction, and orientation towards 

the natural landscape that typify this architectural motif. Due to a loss of integrity (discussed below), the Willey 
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House Site is not recommended eligible under this criterion as an example of the work of noted landscape 

architect Arthur Shurcliff or as an example of a motor-court complex property type. 

  

A Phase IA archaeological sensitivity assessment has been conducted at the Willey House Site to assess potential 

areas of significance for the property under Criterion D and to aid in future project planning at the site (Banister et 

al. 2013). Moderate pre-contact archaeological sensitivity has been assigned to the property for its potential to 

contain small, temporary camp sites dating to the Archaic and Woodland periods. Moderate post-contact 

archaeological sensitivity has been assigned to the core visitor complex west of Route 302 for its potential to 

contain archaeological deposits associated with the evolution of the site as a mid nineteenth-century summer hotel 

destination to an overnight motor-court in the early twentieth century. Moderate post-contact archaeological 

sensitivity also has been assigned to areas between Route 302 and the Saco River for containing structural 

remains associated with former barn, carriage house, and dam structures. Finally, high post-contact archaeological 

sensitivity has been assigned to the landscape immediately surrounding the remains of Willey House Foundation 

and the area beneath the extant Restaurant Building for containing structural, landscape, and artifact deposits 

associated with the former Willey House Hotel. A full evaluation of the property’s significance under this 

Criterion would be undertaken as part of future archaeological studies. 

 

23. Periods(s) of Significance 

 

The period of significance for the Willey House Site extends from 1826 until circa 1955. The Willey House Site’s 

significance in the area of recreation commences in 1826, when the avalanche killed the Willey family. This event 

instituted the site and Crawford Notch’s rise to prominence as a tourist destination. The site’s significance in the 

area of conservation commenced when the State of New Hampshire purchased the site in 1913. Circa 1955 marks 

the date when the last substantial elements of the recreation facility, the two employee cabins, were constructed, 

and the landscape reached a form approximating its current state. 

 

24. Statement of Integrity 

 

The Willey House Site was first developed as a commercial enterprise under Forestry Commission guidance to 

service as a combined roadside motel and visitor center. It was then slowly altered during and after the period of 

significance to meet the programmatic demands of a state park facility. The alterations to the complex have 

resulted in the demolition of well over 50 percent of the historic-period buildings constructed in the 1920s and 

1930s during the development of the site as a concessionaire-leased motor court. Two new buildings have been 

inserted into the complex. The Restaurant Building has been substantially altered. 

 

Despite these modifications, the Willey House Site retains sufficient integrity to convey its significance under 

Criterion A in the areas of recreation and conservation. Within the tourism context, the most important elements 

of the site are the Willey House Foundation and Willey Boulders themselves, along with their location and setting 

within the Notch. These components are tangible artifacts of the event that made the site famous and thus convey 

the property’s associations with the Willey House Slide. The loss of the Willey House itself has not resulted in a 

loss of the ability of the resource to convey the sensational nature of these events, which tourists continued to 

appreciate even after the house was destroyed. The park-related infrastructure and commemorative installation at 

the site are thematically consistent with the site’s role in the overall development of Crawford Notch tourism and 

therefore do not constitute an alteration to the design or setting of the resources that detracts from their 

significance. Within the conservation context, the remaining historic-period buildings, landscape, and Willey 

House Foundation and Boulders are sufficient to convey the property’s association with state park development. 

The location and setting of the complex demonstrate its status as the primary visitor center for Crawford Notch 

State Park. These elements, along with the remaining log architecture and landscape design allow the property to 

retain its feeling as an early- and mid-twentieth-century recreational facility. 
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The property retains its ability to convey under Criterion C its significance as a rustic architectural grouping. The 

necessary characteristics that embody this architectural style such as the simple building designs, log 

workmanship, and natural materials are retained and clearly interpretable in the Restaurant Building, Workshop, 

and Tourist Information Center and the rustic design approach was continued in later contributing and non-

contributing buildings within the property. However, the repeated and substantial alterations to the property have 

negated the ability of the property to convey its significance as an example of the work of Arthur Shurcliff or the 

tourist motor court property type. The removal of all of the overnight cabins and auto supply store and the heavy 

alterations to the Restaurant Building have compromised the design, feeling, and association necessary to 

demonstrate Shurcliff’s role in the site’s development and to convey the property’s original function as an early 

nineteenth century motor court for automobile tourists.  

 

25. Boundary Justification 

The Willey House Site is contained within a single 5,925-acre parcel of state reservation land. The boundaries of 

the area have been drawn using available man-made and natural features of the site to encompass the 

concentration of buildings, structures, sites, and landscape features that remain from the historic period. 

 

26. Boundary Description 

The Willey House Site boundaries begin at the intersection of Route 302 and a driveway leading to the Help 

Quarters and Manager’s Cabin. The boundary extends eastward following a line of convenience established by 

the north edge of visitor parking areas on the east side of Route 302, crossing the Willey House Pond and 

terminating at the walking path near the east bank of the impoundment. The boundary then proceeds south along 

the east edge of the path to intersect with the downstream side of the Willey House Dam. The boundary follows 

the downstream side of the dam structure, and a line of convenience established thereby, on a westerly course to 

cross Route 302. It then follows the west edge of Route 302 to the picnic area driveway. The boundary then turns 

northwest on a line of convenience established by the driveway to intersect with the Pit Toilets. It then turns 

north-northwest on a line of convenience that runs between the back edge of the Pit Toilets and the Willey 

Boulders. It then runs due north from the boulders to intersect with the southeast bank of an unnamed stream. The 

boundaries follow the unnamed stream until reaching the cleared portion of the Willey House Site, then turn 

northwest and northeast to encompass the glade around the Help Quarters and the Manager’s Cabin before 

intersecting with Route 302 and turning south to the point of beginning. 
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Willey House Site – District Data Table 

 

Map 

No. 

Resource Name Park 

Building 

Code 

Historic 

Name/Function 

Style/Type Date Photo 

No. 

C/NC* 

1 Help Quarters  CRW04 Unknown Frame cabin Ca. 1950 5 C 

2 Manager’s Cabin  CRW01 Unknown Frame cabin Ca. 1950 6 C 

3 Tourist 

Information 

Center  

CRW07 Rest House Log cabin 1930 7 C 

4 Workshop  CRW05 Willey House 

Camps - cabin 

Log cabin Ca. 1930 8 C 

5 Bathroom  CRW08 Restrooms Log cabin 1970 9 NC 

6 Willey House 

Foundation 

N/A Willey 

House/Willey 

House Site 

Site: stone 

foundation and 

memorial 

1793/1926 10 C 

7 Willey Boulders N/A “The Boulders that 

Split the Slide” 

Site: natural rock 

outcrop 

N/A 11 C 

8 Generator House  CRW02 N/A Log cabin 1994 12 NC 

9 Restaurant 

Building 

CRW06  Willey House 

Camps – 

Restroom, 

restaurant, and 

souvenir store 

Log cabin 1924 13 C 

10 Willey House 

Dam (State Dam 

No. 110.01) 

N/A Willey Dam Timber crib 

spillway with 

concrete wingwalls 

1980 14 NC 

11 Pit Toilets N/A Pit Toilets Wood frame 

outhouses 

About 

1965-1970 

15 NC 

N/A Willey House Site 

Landscape 

N/A N/A Recreational park 

including both 

picturesque and 

formal design 

elements: stone 

walls, gravel paths, 

glades, a pond, 

signs, and picnic 

furniture.  

Ca. 1930 - 

present 

1-4 C 

 

*C – Resource contributes to the significance of the district.  

NC – resource does not contribute to the significance of the district. 
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Detail of late nineteenth century stereo view of the Willey House Hotel (Museum of the White Mountains Collection). 

 

 
Ca. 1890 photograph of the Willey House (Museum of the White Mountains Collection). 
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Ca. 1900 postcard view of the Willey House Site prior to state redevelopment (Museum of the White Mountains 

Collection). 

 

 
Circa 1925 postcard view of the two restroom, store, and restaurant cabins before they were combined into the 

present Restaurant Building. Overnight cabins, now demolished, are at the rear. 
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Circa 1935 general view of the Willey House Camps. The Restaurant Building, Tourist Information Building, and 

Workshop appear in this view. Not shown are the extensive ranks of overnight cabins surrounding the buildings.
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Detail of the 1932 Crawford Notch Reservation Plan showing the general configuration of the Willey House 

Camps. This is the earliest available plan of the facility and shows the camp at or near the height of its 

development as a private concession. Only the four largest buildings adjacent to the road at the center of the 

complex survive today (State of New Hampshire Forestry Department). 
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1984 plan of the Willey House Site. The three buildings indicated at the southeast corner and two 

northernmost buildings remain today (State of New Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation). 
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Photo 1 description:  General view of Willey House Site     

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: North Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  

 
Photo 2 description:  General view of Willey House Site.      

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: South Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  
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Photo 3 description: General view of west side of Willey House Site, viewed from Willey House Dam. 

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: West Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  

 

Photo 4 description: General view of Willey House Site on east side of Route 302.  

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: North Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  
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Photo 5 description: Help Quarters (CRWO4, map no. 1)     

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: Northeast Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  

 

Photo 6 description: Manager’s Cabin (CRW01, map no. 2)      

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: North Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  
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Photo 7 description: Tourist Information Center (CRW07, map no. 3)      

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: Northwest Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  

 

Photo 8 description: Workshop (CRW05, map no. 4)      

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: Northwest Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  
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Photo 9 description: Bathroom (CRW08, map no. 5)      

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: Northwest Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  

 

Photo 10 description: Willey House Foundation (map no. 6)      

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: Southwest Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  
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Photo 11 description: Willey Boulders (map no. 7)      

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: West Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  

 

Photo 12 description: Generator House (CRW02, map no. 8)      

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: Northwest Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  
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Photo 13 description: Restaurant Building (CRW06, map no. 9)      

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: Southwest Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  

 

Photo 14 description: Willey House Dam (State Dam No. 110.01, map no. 10)    

  

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: East Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  
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Photo 15 description: Pit Toilets (map no. 11)      

Roll:   Frame:  Direction: West Date taken: 7/8-9/13 Negative stored: PAL  
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MANAGEMENT ABSTRACT 
 
 

PAL conducted a Phase IA archaeological sensitivity assessment at the Willey House Site, located in 
Crawford Notch State Park in Harts Location, New Hampshire. The Phase IA survey was undertaken as 
part of a larger Historic Resource Study, and provides an archaeological sensitivity assessment to aid in 
future project planning at the site. For the purposes of the survey, PAL developed a study area measuring 
1100 feet (ft) north–south and 685 ft east–west that encompasses the core historic house site and the 
camping and recreation areas immediately surrounding it. Moderate pre-contact archaeological sensitivity 
has been assigned to two areas east of Route 302 and north of the extant dam for the potential to contain 
small, temporary camp sites dating the Archaic and Woodland periods. Moderate post-contact period 
archaeological sensitivity has been assigned to the core visitor complex west of Route 302 for its potential 
to contain archaeological deposits associated with the evolution of the site as a summer hotel destination 
in the mid nineteenth century to an overnight motor-court for automobile campers in the early twentieth 
century. Moderate post-contact period archaeological sensitivity also has been assigned to portions of the 
study area sandwiched between Route 302 and the Saco River for containing structural remains associated 
with former barn, carriage house, and dam structures. Finally, high post-contact period archaeological 
sensitivity has been assigned to the landscape immediately surrounding the remains of Willey House 
Foundation and the area beneath the extant Restaurant Building for containing structural, landscape, and 
artifact deposits associated with the former Willey House Hotel. 
 
As future project plans become formalized, PAL recommends that the New Hampshire Department of 
Resources and Economic Development - Division of Parks and Recreation (NHDPR) consult with the 
New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources (NHDHR) concerning potential construction impacts 
within areas assigned moderate and high archaeological sensitivity so that an appropriate archaeological 
scope-of-work may be developed (as necessary). In the event that proposed project impacts exceed the 
study area as delineated in this report, additional Phase IA survey may be required. Additionally, any 
project plans involving remodeling or restoration of the current Restaurant Building and Willey House 
Dam should consider the possible presence of intact archaeological remains related to the nineteenth-
century Willey House Hotel and earlier historic structural dam remains so that potentially significant 
archaeological (or architectural) resources are not impacted during project-related construction activities.  
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CHAPTER ONE 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
 
The New Hampshire Department of Resources and Economic Development - Division of Parks and 
Recreation (NHDPR) is interested in exploring options to improve the Willey House Site in Crawford 
Notch State Park, Harts Location, New Hampshire (Figures 1-1, 1-2). The lands of Crawford Notch State 
Park were acquired by the State of New Hampshire in 1911 with the purchase of 6,000 acres including the 
Willey House Site. The site is the original location of the circa (ca.) 1793 Willey House that was the 
scene of a catastrophic landslide in 1826. While the house survived the disaster, the Willey family did not. 
Following the landslide, the house was operated as a lodging house, with a 70-x-40-foot (ft) hotel 
constructed adjacent to it. The complex was destroyed by fire in 1898. The popularity of automobiles 
spurred the state to lease the Willey House Site to Messieurs Donahue and Hamlin who built log cabins, a 
restaurant and gift shop on the site in 1922. The Willey House Site remained under concession 
agreements until 1998 when the Division of Parks and Recreation took over its operation.   
 
Project Scope  
 
In anticipation of future redevelopment planning, NHDPR has requested a Historic Resource Survey 
(HRS) of the Willey House Site. The HRS comprised a Phase IA archaeological sensitivity assessment of 
the study area as detailed in this report and a Historic District Area Form that summarizes the history, 
architecture, and significance of the Willey House Site area and provides an evaluation of its potential for 
listing in the National and/or New Hampshire State Registers of Historic Places (submitted under separate 
cover).  
 
As per New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources (NHDHR) guidelines, the purpose of a Phase IA 
archaeological sensitivity assessment is  
 

to identify areas of obvious disturbance and archaeological sensitivity through limited 
field investigations; to gain an understanding of previous significant construction projects 
in the area; document the site density and cultural development of the locale or region 
through data gained from the literature search; and identify the current and significant 
past environmental parameters (NHDHR 2004).   

 
Because no specific redevelopment plans have been proposed to date for the Willey House Site, PAL has 
developed a study area measuring 1100 feet (ft) north–south and 685 ft east–west for the purposes of 
conducting the Phase IA survey (Figure 1-3). This study area encompasses the core historic house site and 
camping and recreation areas immediately surrounding it, and is designed to capture those areas that are 
most likely to be subject to future redevelopment impacts.  
 
All tasks associated with the Phase IA survey were carried out in accordance with the standards outlined 
in the Secretary of the Interior’s 1983 Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation (48 FR 44716, 1983) and follow the guidelines established by the National Park Service in 
the Recovery of Scientific, Prehistoric, Historic, and Archaeological Data (36 CFR Part 66, Appendix A). 
The work also was conducted in accordance with guidelines provided by the New Hampshire Division of 
Historical Resources (NHDHR) Archaeological Standards and Guidelines (2004). 
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Figure 1-1. Map of New Hampshire showing the location of Harts
Location. 
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Figure 1-2. Location of Willey House Site study area on the Crawford Notch USGS topographic
quadrangle, 7.5 minute series. 
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Project Personnel  
 
PAL conducted Phase IA fieldwork at the Willey House Site from July 9–10, 2013. PAL staff involved in 
the survey included Kristen Heitert (principal investigator, senior archaeologist), John Daly (senior 
architectural historian), and Sarah Sportman and Jennifer Banister (project archaeologists).  
 
Disposition of Project Materials 
 
All project information (field recording forms, maps, photographs) is currently on file at the PAL offices 
at 26 Main Street, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, until a permanent repository is designated by NHDPR. 
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Figure 1-3. Map of the Willey House Site Phase IA archaeological study area. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
 

RESEARCH DESIGN AND FIELDWORK METHODS 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of the Phase IA archaeological sensitivity assessment at the Willey House Site was to 
determine the pre- and post-contact period archaeological sensitivity of the designated study area to aid in 
future project planning. To accomplish this objective, two research strategies were used including: 
 
 • archival research, including a review of historic literature and maps, and informant interviews; 

and 
 
 • field investigations, consisting of a “walkover” assessment survey.  
 
The archival research and walkover survey provided the information necessary to develop environmental 
and historic contexts for the study area and develop a predictive model for archaeological sensitivity. 
Archaeological sensitivity is defined as the likelihood for belowground cultural resources to be present 
and is based on various categories of information: 
 
 • locational, functional, and temporal characteristics of previously identified cultural resources in 

the study area or vicinity; and 
 
 • local and regional environmental data reviewed in conjunction with existing study area conditions 

documented during the walkover survey, and archival research about the study area’s land use 
history. 

 
This report section describes the methods used during each of the background research and field 
activities. The results of the research and field investigations are presented in Chapter 5. 
 
Archaeological Significance and Historic Contexts  
 
The different phases of archaeological investigation (reconnaissance, intensive survey, site examination, 
and data recovery) reflect preservation planning standards for the identification, evaluation, registration, 
and treatment of cultural resources (National Park Service [NPS] 1983). This planning structure pivots 
around the eligibility of cultural resources for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places 
(National Register).  The National Register is the official federal list of properties studied and found 
worthy of preservation. The results of an intensive (locational) survey and site examination are used to 
make recommendations about the significance and eligibility of any resource. 
 
The standards for determining the significance of cultural resources are the guidelines provided by the 
NPS (36 CFR 60): the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. The following four criteria are given for 
determining if the “quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, 
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association” (36 CFR 60): 
 
 A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
  our history; or 
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 B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 
 
 C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that 
  represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant 
  and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 
  
 D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history. 
 
Most archaeological sites listed in the National Register have been determined eligible under criterion A 
or D. For eligibility under these criteria, a number of issues must be addressed, including the kind of data 
contained in the site, the relative importance of research topics suggested by the data, whether these data 
are unique or redundant, and the current state of knowledge relating to the research topic(s) (McManamon 
1990:14–15; Little et al. 2000). A defensible argument must establish that a site “has important legitimate 
associations and/or information value based upon existing knowledge and interpretations that have been 
made, evaluated, and accepted” (McManamon 1990:15). 
 
The criteria used to evaluate the significance of cultural resources are applied in relation to the historical 
contexts of the resources. A historical context is defined as follows: 
 

At minimum, a historical context is a body of information about past events and historic 
processes organized by theme, place, and time. In a broader sense, an historic context is a 
unit of organized information about our prehistory and history according to the stages of 
development occurring at various times and places (NPS 1985). 

 
Historical contexts provide an organizational format that groups information about related historical 
properties based on a theme, geographic limits, and chronological periods. A historical context may be 
developed for Native American, historic, and/or modern cultural resources. Each historical context is 
related to the developmental history of an area, region, or theme (e.g., agriculture, transportation, 
waterpower), and identifies the significant patterns that particular resource can embody.  
 
Historical contexts are developed by: 
 
 • identifying the concept, time period, and geographic limits for the context; 
 

• collecting and assessing existing information about these limits; 
 

• identifying locational patterns and current conditions of the associated property types; 
 

 • synthesizing the information in a written narrative; and 
 
 •  identifying information needs.  
 
"Property types" are groupings of individual sites or properties based on common physical and associative 
characteristics. They serve to link the concepts presented in the historical contexts with properties 
illustrating those ideas (NPS 1983:44719). 
 
A summary of an area's history can be developed by a set of historical contexts. This formulation of 
contexts is a logical first step in the design of any archaeological survey. It is also crucial to the evaluation 
of individual properties in the absence of a comprehensive survey of a region (NPS 1983:9). The result is 
an approach that structures information collection and analyses. This approach further ties work tasks to 



Research Design and Fieldwork Methods 

PAL Report No. 2833     9 

the types and levels of information required to identify and evaluate potentially important cultural 
resources.  
 
The following research contexts have been developed to organize the data relating to the archaeological 
resources identified within the study area:  
 

1. Pre-contact Native American land use and settlement in the Saco River drainage, circa (ca.) 
12,500 to 450 years before present (B.P.); and 

 
2. Post-contact period land use and settlement patterns of Harts Location, New Hampshire, ca. A.D. 

1650 to present. 
 
Cultural contexts, along with expected property types and locational patterns, are discussed in detail in 
Chapter 4. The potential research value of the known and expected archaeological resources identified 
within the study area is evaluated in terms of these historic contexts. This evaluation, along with 
management recommendations, is presented in Chapter 6. 
 
Archival Research 
 
The development of a historic context and a predictive model of expected property types and densities 
within the study area began with archival research, consisting of an examination of primary and 
secondary documentary sources. These sources include written and cartographic documents relating both 
to past and present environmental conditions as well as documented/recorded sites in the general study 
area. The information contained in archival sources formed the basis of the predictive models developed 
for the study area, and were an integral part of the archaeological survey. 
 
Specific sources reviewed as part of the archival research for the Willey House Site study area include: 
 

State Site Files, Artifact Collection Reports, and Town Reconnaissance Surveys 
 
The state site files at NHDHR were reviewed for information about known historic and archaeological 
resources including National Register properties and historic districts in proximity to the study area. As a 
matter of protocol, NHDHR provides a 5-km (3-mile) radius of recorded sites around a specified study 
area. While this information was provided, PAL only reviewed the inventory file forms for the recorded 
pre- and post-contact period archaeological sites within 1 mile of the study area as they provide the most 
relevant context information for the Willey House Site study area. 
 

Cultural Resource Management Reports 
 
The inventory of cultural resource management (CRM) reports for the town of Harts Location was also 
reviewed to determine whether any portions of the study area had been subject to prior archaeological 
investigations. These reports included Archaeological Assessment of Hart’s Location (BR-F-031-1(12) P-
2661) (Bolian 1977); Site Evaluation Report, Harts Location (BR-F-03201(11) P-2323) (Foster 1977); 
and Historical Assessment of Hart’s Location (BR-F-031-1(12) P-2661) (Wallace 1977).  
 

Histories and Maps 
 
Primary and secondary histories and historical maps and atlases were examined to assess changes in land 
use, to locate any documented structures, and to trace the development of transportation networks, an 
important variable in the location of post-contact period archaeological sites. Town, county, state, and 
regional histories were consulted to locate possible sites dating to this period within and close to the study 
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area (Appalachian Mountain Club [AMC] 1982, 2013; Brown 1958; Crawford 1846; Eastman 1999; 
Garvin 1988; Hancock 1965; NHDPR n.d.; New Hampshire Highways 1924; Peterson 2001; Roberts 
1924; Robertson and English 1987; Spaulding 1862; Tolles 1998) and historical maps and atlases (Reid 
1986; State of New Hampshire Forestry Department 1916, 1932).   
 

Environmental Studies  
 
Bedrock and surficial geological studies provided information about the region's physical structure and 
about geological resources near the study area. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Soil 
Conservation Service soil survey for Carroll County (1977) supplied information about soil types and 
surficial deposits within the study area and the general categories of flora and fauna that these soil types 
support. In addition, studies of past environmental settings of New England were consulted (Fenneman 
1938; Saco River Local Management Advisory Committee 1994; Sillas 1984; Van Diver 1987). 
 

Informant Interviews 
 
Local informants were consulted during the course of the survey. John Dickerman, the park manager at 
Crawford Notch State Park for over 30 years, was an invaluable source of historical and anecdotal 
information concerning the recent development of the park. Johanna Lyons, State Park Planning and 
Development Specialist, provided important documentary information about the standing structures and 
park utilities. A member of the Crawford Notch State Park staff provided a collection of historical 
photographs and postcards of the general Crawford Notch area that depict several different phases of the 
park’s history and development.  
 
Walkover Survey  
 
A walkover survey of the study area was conducted to document and assess present environmental 
conditions. Environmental information recorded on project maps during the walkover included the 
presence, types, and extent of fresh water; drainage characteristics; presence of bedrock outcrops and 
level terraces; and the angle of any slopes.  
 
The current physical condition of the study area has been affected by flooding episodes, landslides, 
plowing, and/or previous construction and site preparation activities. Such disturbances can reduce the 
probability for the presence of cultural resources. Plowing is the most common type of disturbance in 
New England. It can move artifacts from their primary vertical and horizontal contexts, but it does not 
necessarily compromise the physical integrity of all cultural deposits. Construction, site preparation, and 
earth-moving activities are more likely to seriously impact or destroy archaeological deposits, while 
landslides and flooding can deeply bury some cultural materials and features while at the same time 
expose or erode others.  
 
Another purpose of the walkover survey was to document surface indications of archaeological sites. 
While pre-contact sites in New England are most often found belowground, artifact scatters are 
sometimes exposed on the surface through cultural agents such as pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and 
natural processes such as erosion. Post-contact archaeological site types that might be visible include 
stone foundations, stone walls, and trash deposits. If the remains of a built resource such as a farmstead 
are present within a study area, it is likely that a cellar hole and associated landscape features such as 
stone walls, overgrown orchards and fields, and ornamental plantings may be visible on or above the 
ground’s surface. 
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The information collected during the walkover was recorded on project maps and was used in the 
development of pre-contact and post-contact archaeological sensitivity maps for the Willey House Site 
study area.  
 
Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment   
 
Information collected during the archival research and walkover survey was used to develop a predictive 
model of potential site types and their cultural and temporal affiliation. The development of predictive 
models for locating archaeological resources is an important aspect of CRM planning. 
 
The predictive model considers various criteria to rank the potential for the study area to contain 
archaeological sites. The criteria are proximity of recorded and documented sites, local land use history, 
environmental data, and existing conditions, with the study area then “stratified” into zones of expected 
archaeological sensitivity based on the nature of those criteria. Table 2-1 provides a summary of the 
different factors used to develop the archaeological rankings. 
 
Table 2-1.  Archaeological Sensitivity Rankings Used for the Willey House Site Study Area.  
 

Presence of 
Sites 

Proximity to Favorable 
Cultural/Environmental 

Characteristics 

Degree of Disturbance Sensitivity 
Ranking 

Known Unknown < 150 m > 150 < 500 m > 500 m None/Minimal Moderate Extensive  

•   •    •      High  
•   •     •   High 
•   •      •  Low 
•    •   •    High 
•    •    •   High 
•    •     •  Low 
•     •  •    High 
•     •   •   High 
•     •    •  Low 

 •  •    •    High 
 •  •     •   Moderate 
 •  •      •  Low 
 •   •   •    Moderate 
 •   •    •   Moderate 
 •   •     •  Low 
 •    •  •    Moderate 
 •    •   •   Low 
 •    •    •  Low 
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Pre-Contact Period Archaeological Sensitivity   
 
Archaeologists have documented 12,000 years of pre-contact Native American occupation of the 
glaciated Northeast, and oral traditions of some contemporary tribes tell of a 50,000-year cultural legacy. 
Before 7,000 years ago, Native groups ocused primarily on inland-based resources, hunting and collecting 
along the region’s waterways. After 7,000 years ago, settlement became more concentrated within the 
region’s major river drainages. By 3,000 years ago, concurrent with a focus on coastal and riverine 
settlement, large populations were living in nucleated settlements and developing complex social ties, 
with language, kinship, ideology, and trade linking peoples across the Northeast. The chronology of the 
pre-contact period is presented in detail in Chapter 4. Assessing the pre-contact archaeological sensitivity 
of any given study area depends on a consideration of past and present geographical, geological, and 
ecological characteristics, known site locations, and knowledge of distinctive temporal and cultural 
patterns. 
 

Contact Period Archaeological Sensitivity  
 
The contact period in New England roughly dates from AD 1500 to AD 1650, and predates most of the 
permanent Euro-American settlements in the region. This period encompasses a time when Native and 
non-Native groups interacted with one another through trade, exploration of the coastal region, and 
sometimes conflict. While contact period sites are usually associated with Native American activity 
during this period, they can also include sites utilized by Native and non-Native groups such as trading 
posts. Native settlement patterns during the contact period are generally thought to follow Late Woodland 
traditions, but with an increased tendency toward the fortification of village settlements. Larger village 
settlements are frequently expected along coastal and riverine settings, often at confluences. Inland 
villages are known to occur near swamp systems, which were exploited both as resource areas and as 
places of refuge in the event of attack. Such sites would likely contain material remnants reflecting the 
dynamics of daily life, trade, and preparedness for defense. The earliest contact period sites are often 
located at or near coastal and estuarine margins that historically served as anchorage locations for newly- 
arrived European colonists. 
 

Post-Contact Period Archaeological Sensitivity 
 
The extant landscape of a study area, in combination with available documentary and cartographic 
resources, is used to predict the types of post-contact period archaeological sites likely to be present, with 
the most relevant predictive attributes differing by site type. Domestic and agrarian sites (houses and 
farms) are characteristically located near water sources, arable lands, and transportation networks. 
Industrial sites (e.g., mills, tanneries, forges, and blacksmith shops) established before the late nineteenth 
century are typically located close to waterpower sources and transportation networks. Commercial, 
public, and institutional sites (e.g., stores, taverns, inns, schools, and churches) are usually situated near 
settlement concentrations with access to local and regional road systems (Ritchie et al. 1988). 
 
Written and cartographic documents aid in determining post-contact period archaeological sensitivity. 
Historical maps are particularly useful for locating sites in a given area, determining a period of 
occupation, establishing the names of past owners, and providing indications of past use(s) of the 
property. Town histories often provide information, including previous functions, ownership, local 
socioeconomic conditions, and political evolution, which is used in the development of a historic context 
and to assess the relative significance of a post-contact period site. 
 
The written historic record, however, tends to be biased toward the representation of Euro-American 
cultural practices and resources, particularly those of prominent individuals and families. Archival 
materials generally are less sensitive to the depiction of cultural resources and activities associated with 
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socioeconomically or politically “marginalized” communities (MacGuire and Paynter 1991; Scott 1994). 
These communities may include, but are not limited to, Native Americans, African-Americans, and 
“middling” farming or working-class Euro-Americans. 
 
Information about post-contact period land use within a study area can also be collected through written 
and oral histories passed through family members and descendant communities. These types of 
information sources can often fill in gaps in the documentary record and provide details that are not 
available through more conventional archival sources. While informants and other oral sources are subject 
to contradictory interpretations just like the documentary record, this type of information can also provide 
important data for the identification and interpretation of archaeological sites. The sole use of and reliance 
on the written and oral historical records during archival research, however, can lead to an 
underestimation of the full range of post-contact period sites in any given region. Therefore, walkover 
surveys and subsurface testing, in conjunction with the critical evaluation of available documentary and 
cartographic resources, are required to locate and identify underdocumented post-contact sites. 
 

Archaeological Sensitivity Ranking 
 
The Willey House Site study area was ranked according to the potential for the presence of archaeological 
resources based on information collected during the archival research and walkover survey. Chapters 3 
and 4 describe the results of the environmental and pre- and post-contact period cultural context 
development, and Chapter 5 details the results of the walkover survey and delineates areas of high, 
moderate, and low pre- and post-contact archaeological sensitivity based on those results. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT 
 
 
 
 
The environmental context of an area, including its geology, topography, hydrology, and natural 
resources, plays a significant role in determining the nature of human activity that took place within it 
over time. This chapter presents an overview of the environmental setting of the Willey House Site study 
area, proceeding from macrolevel considerations, such as the effects of glacial activity on the regional 
landscape, to study area-specific conditions. 
 
Geology and Geomorphology  
 
The Willey House Site study area is nearly centrally located within the boundaries of Crawford Notch 
State Park, part of the greater White Mountains National Forest. The rugged terrain of this region has 
been extensively eroded by glaciations and 
is characterized by steep mountain ridges 
separated by deeply cut valleys (Saco River 
Local Management Advisory Committee 
1994). The highest point in the region is 
Mount Washington, rising 6,288 feet above 
sea level (ft asl). Elevations in the general 
vicinity of the study area range from 
approximately 1,240 ftasl to 3,910 ftasl and 
4,285 ftasl at the top of nearby Mount 
Webster and Mount Willey, respectively. 
Elevations within the Willey House Site 
study area range from approximately 1300–
1400 ft asl. 
 
The surficial geology of the region consists 
of silt, sand, and gravel of glacial origin 
(Figure 3-1). The glacial till is generally 
thick in the valleys, but thins out on the 
upper slopes to expose the underlying 
bedrock on the steep hills and mountain 
tops. The bedrock in the area consists of 
granite, gneiss. and schists. In the broader 
valleys many ponds and swamps have 
formed in glacial depressions (Sillas 1984). 
 
The topography along the Saco River 
generally consists of a fertile, well-drained 
intervale ranging from 0.5–3 miles in width 
across both sides of the river. This 
intervale, or floodplain, has been produced 
by the slow accumulation of sand and silt 
after each period of flooding. Beyond the 

Figure 3-1.  Map of the physiographic regions and major 
soil groups of New England showing the location of the
Willey House Site study area (source: Fenneman 1938). 
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intervale, low and high terraces were formed by the postglacial downcutting of the Saco River through the 
floodplain deposits (Van Diver 1987). Beyond the limits of the terraces lie hilly uplands and the White 
Mountains themselves. These uplands often have steep slopes with stony surfaces and outcroppings of 
bedrock.  
 
Soils  
 
Soils within the Willey House Site study area are identified as primarily Marlow fine sandy loam, very 
stony with lesser amounts of Berkshire very stony fine sandy loam and Limerick silt loam (Figure 3-2). 
The Marlow series consists of well-drained soils that formed in deposits of loamy glacial till. These soils 
have a pan layer at a depth of 15 to 36 inches. They are located on smooth mountainsides, valley walls 
and foot slopes associated with the White Mountains and surface stones are common. The Berkshire 
series consists of well-drained soils that formed in deposits of loamy glacial till. These soils are on 
hillsides and mountainsides with stones common on the surface. The Limerick series consists of poorly 
drained soils that formed in alluvial deposits of silt and very fine sand. These soils are in wet depressions 
and oxbows on the flood plains (intervals) of major rivers. They have a long-duration high water table and 
generally flood every year (USDA 1977; USDA-NRCS 2013).  
 
Hydrology  
 
The Willey House Site study area is located within the Saco River watershed of eastern New Hampshire, 
and covers a total area of approximately 1,071 square miles along on the Maine-New Hampshire border 
(Figure 3-3). The Saco River flows from its headwaters at Saco Lake in Bethlehem, New Hampshire, in 
the White Mountains and drops nearly 1500 feet in elevation as it flows for approximately 40 miles 
through Crawford Notch and the towns of Harts Location, Bartlett, and Conway before entering Maine 
and continuing another 80 miles to Ferry Beach where it enters the Atlantic Ocean. The watershed 
upstream from the New Hampshire-Maine border encompasses approximately 427 square miles, eighty 
percent of which is within the White Mountains National Forest. The entire western border of the 
watershed comprises mountain ranges including, from north to south, the Presidential Mountains, the 
Sandwich Range, and the Ossipee Mountains. The Green Hills are located along the Maine border. 
Ossipee, Silver and Conway lakes, the largest in the watershed, are located in the southeastern portion of 
the New Hampshire section of the watershed (New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 
[NHDES] 2013; Saco River Local Management Advisory Committee 1994). 
 
In Harts Location, the Saco River flows through Crawford Notch, a narrow, steep-sided valley with 
exposed rock cliffs. The upper portion of the Saco River is characterized by fast-moving water over rocks 
and boulders with frequent cascades. In Crawford Notch, near the mouth of Nancy Brook, the river has 
cut a narrow, steep-sided gorge into the bedrock forming a short turbulent waterfall. Many of the 
tributaries of the Saco River in Crawford Notch have waterfalls or cascades: the Flume Cascade and the 
Silver Cascade at the head of the Notch, Ripley Falls on Avalanche Brook, Arethusa Falls on Bemis 
Brook, and Nancy Cascades on Nancy Brook (Saco River Local Management Advisory Committee 
1994). 
 
With the exception of scattered residential housing, private lands in the river corridor are generally 
undeveloped and forested (NHDES 2013). The Saco River valley supports a diverse and rich plant and 
animal environment and would have supported pre-contact period Native American populations. 
Although no wetlands are located within the study area vicinity, it is located approximately 100 ft from 
the river and near where Bemis Brook enters the Saco River.  
 
 
 



Chapter Three 

16    PAL Report No. 2833      

 

Figure 3-2.  Soil units within the Willey House Site study area (source: USDA-NRCS 2013).
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Figure 3-3. Map of the Saco River watershed showing the location of the Willey House Site study 
area. 
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Existing Conditions  
 
The Willey House Site is a recreation and visitor services facility operated by the State of New 
Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation (Photograph 3-1). The site is a component of the larger 
5,950-acre Crawford Notch State Park, a reservation that occupies the northern half of Crawford Notch in 
Hart’s Location, New Hampshire. Several hiking trails begin at the site and connect with the larger trail 
network of the White Mountains and also with the Appalachian National Scenic Trail (Appalachian 
Trail), which crosses Crawford Notch approximately 1 mile south of the Willey House Site. 
  
The Willey House Site study area is in a clearing on the valley floor near the approximate mid-point of 
the glacial trough. The location has almost unobstructed views of the Notch and woodlands in every 
direction. The Saco River flows along the floor of the valley on the east edge of the Willey House Site 
and is roughly paralleled by State Route 302 (Rt. 302, Crawford Notch Road), a modern two-lane asphalt 
roadway (Photograph 3-2).  
 
All of the buildings, as well as a picnic area, are located on the west side of the road. At the north end of 
the study area are two employee residences, the Help Quarters and Manager’s Cabin, accessed via a 
gravel cul-de-sac driveway that crosses a small brook on a low deck bridge (Photograph 3-3). A group of 
five buildings and the foundation remains of the Willey House are located at the center of the complex 
and serve as the focal point of the visitor experience. The Willey House Foundation is set in the southeast 
corner of the lawn (Photograph 3-4) and the Willey Boulders are set on the slope to the rear of the visitor 
complex (Photograph 3-5). South of the visitor buildings is a picnic area set on a grassy, rock-strewn, 
irregular slope and accessed via a gravel drive that runs north-south through the picnic sites (Photograph 
3-6). The picnic tables are sited along the hillside on small terraces that are the former cabin locations. An 
asphalt parking lot is set between the picnic area and Rt. 302. 
  
The portion of the Willey House Site study area on the east side of the road is dedicated to parking and 
recreational use. A large, asphalt-paved parking lot (improved in 2000) is set between the road and the 
river, which has been damned to create a pond. The Willey House Dam is approximately 220-ft long and 
is constructed of wood and concrete (Photograph 3-7). A pathway leads from the parking lot across the 
dam to a second picnic area in a cleared glade and trail network on the east side of the pond.     
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Photograph 3-1. General view of the study area, view west, Willey House Site,
Crawford Notch State Park. 

Photograph 3-2. General view of the Saco River from on top of the Willey House
Dam, view southwest, Willey House Site, Crawford Notch State Park. 
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Photograph 3-3. Help Quarters and Manager’s Cabin, view northwest, Willey
House Site, Crawford Notch State Park. 

Photograph 3-4. Willey House Foundation, view southwest, Willey House Site,
Crawford Notch State Park. 
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Photograph 3-5. Willey Boulders, view west, Willey House Site, Crawford Notch
State Park. 

Photograph 3-6. General view of picnic area south of visitor complex, view
northwest, Willey House Site, Crawford Notch State Park. 
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Photograph 3-7. Willey House Dam, view northeast, Willey House Site, Crawford
Notch State Park. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

CULTURAL CONTEXT 
 
 
 
 
Archaeological research studies, in combination with surveys performed in compliance with municipal, 
state and federal requirements, document nearly 12,000 years of human occupation in the northeastern 
United States. This chapter provides an overview of the pre- and post-contact period history of central 
New Hampshire generally, and the Crawford Notch area specifically. This review is by no means 
exhaustive, but provides a framework within which to predict and interpret archaeological resources in 
the area.  The database for this context has been assembled as a result of professional CRM surveys and 
through a review of state site files at the NHDHR. Additional sources include synthetic pre-contact 
culture histories of the area and academic research reports, primary and secondary histories, maps, and 
atlases. 
 
Pre-Contact Period  
 
This section summarizes the available information about regional pre-contact Native American land use. 
The discussion is subdivided into temporal periods that are considered by archeologists to mark changes 
in social organization, settlement patterns, technology, and/or subsistence practices (Table 4-1). Temporal 
assignments are based on radiocarbon dates derived from samples of organic materials that have been 
collected in association with Native American artifacts. Identified archeological sites in the study area 
vicinity are discussed within this framework to better understand Native American settlement of the area 
and to develop predictive statements about potential Native American cultural resources within the study 
area. 
 

PaleoIndian Period (9500–7000 B.C.)  
 
The retreat of the Laurentide ice sheet into northern New England approximately 16,000 years ago set 
into motion a series of profound environmental changes that shaped the landscape for the earliest 
inhabitants of New Hampshire during the PaleoIndian Period. Glacial meltwaters formed end moraines 
that impounded massive lakes, including Lake Vermont in the present-day Champlain Valley and Lake 
Hitchcock in what is now the Connecticut River valley. Beginning roughly 14,500 years ago, erosion 
and/or isostatic rebound precipitated by the retreating ice mass breached many of the lake impoundments 
and resulted in the creation of deltaic plains as the draining lakes cut down through unconsolidated 
sediments to form elevated terraces above the newly formed river channels (Potter 1994). During this 
period, the vegetative profile of the region was sparse, comprising lichen, moss, and low-growing scrub 
growth. Exploitable animal communities included elk, caribou, and mastodon, and likely played a major 
role in the diet of these early populations. 
 
Settlement strategies during the PaleoIndian Period are poorly understood, although research continues to 
provide new information. Because of the range of variability at identified sites, large base camps, small 
residential camps, and very small task-specific loci have been advanced as the primary settlement models. 
Vail and Bull Brook I in Ipswich, Massachusetts, covering several acres and yielding thousands of 
artifacts, serve as examples of the large base camp models, while the Reagan Site is a good illustration of 
a smaller residential camp. Data about task-specific sites is uncommon, but those that have been 
identified, including the Hidden Creek Site (72-163) in southern Connecticut suggests short-duration 
occupations by small groups of highly- mobile PaleoIndian population using few durable artifacts.  
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The PaleoIndian Period in New Hampshire is represented by a number of diagnostic points recovered 
from locations throughout the state. Larger, more complex sites also have been identified and researched. 
The Whipple Site, a PaleoIndian occupation dating to roughly 10,500 B.P., occurred along a tributary of 
the Connecticut River in Swanzey, New Hampshire (Curran 1984). More recently, Richard Boisvert has 
published a series of articles on the Israel River Complex, a series of fairly large PaleoIndian sites located 
in Jefferson, New Hampshire on the Israel River tributary of the Connecticut. Jefferson I–III (27-CO-28, 
29 and 30) yielded diagnostic fluted points and channel flakes as well as chipping debris associated with 
tool production. Analysis of the complex and artifact assemblages suggests an innovative and flexible 
approach to projectile point manufacture in the Gainey/Bull Brook style, an eclectic lithic profile of local 
and non-local sources suggesting wide-scale movement throughout northern New England during the 
PaleoIndian Period, and a settlement profile focused on major river terraces (Boisvert 1998, 1999, 2000).  
 
Other major PaleoIndian sites in northern New England include the Reagan, Davis, Kings Road, West 
Athens Hill, and Dutchess Quarry sites. Recently, a small PaleoIndian site was discovered in Tamworth, 
New Hampshire (Ives et al. 2005). Boisvert (1999) has synthesized available PaleoIndian site data and 
find spots in New Hampshire, and has demonstrated a significant presence, with five sites in seven 
locations from the Saco River valley in the southern White Mountains, north to the Israel River Complex 
and Colebrook. The distribution of sites that have been identified in the region suggest that settlement was 
based around stream and wetland networks located within the remains of glacial lakes (Bunker 1994). 
 

Archaic Period (7000–900 B.C.)  
 
The Archaic Period in New Hampshire spans roughly 6,000 years and is marked by a gradual movement 
into and “settling in” of the region (Goodby 2002). Archaeological evidence suggests that settlement and 
subsistence patterns during this period were dynamic and likely represent a response to the shifting 
climatic conditions in the wake of the final retreat of the Laurentide ice sheet. On balance, the Archaic is 
poorly understood in northern New England as the database remains rather limited and few solid 
radiocarbon dates exist for identified sites. 
 

Early Archaic Period (7000–5500 B.C.) 
 
The Early Archaic Period in northern New England marked the end of the Wisconsin glaciation and a 
substantial temperature increase referred to as the Hypsithermal period. During this time, average 
temperatures actually were higher than current temperatures, and plant and animal communities reacted 
accordingly. Dry, warm summers and dry, cold winters encouraged the spread of pine-dominated forest 
but also precipitated the decline of the megafauna populations on which earlier human communities were 
dependent. In place of the megafauna, smaller prey such as deer and bear emerged as well as a broader 
range of riverine, estuarine, and plant life that could not survive under the previously frigid conditions. 
 
The lithic technology of the Early Archaic reflects this shift from a primary reliance on big game hunting 
to a more diversified subsistence strategy. Corner-notched, stemmed, and bifurcate-based points serve as 
the diagnostic artifact class for the period, but in general biface dominated assemblages are rare. A non-
bifacial tool kit including beaked unifacial edge tools, cores, and flakes has been proposed as an 
alternative diagnostic marker for the period (Robinson et al. 1992). This type of assemblage, subsumed 
within the Gulf of Maine Archaic tradition, also includes hammerstones, milling slabs, and notched 
pebble sinkers, indicating an increased utilization of plant and fish resources (Robinson 1992). 
Characteristic of both assemblage types is the predominance of expedient tools and the nearly exclusive 
use of local lithic sources, the latter of which suggests a more settled lifestyle.  
 
Settlement strategies during this period remain somewhat speculative. By the end of the period, people 
were moving into the area using two overlapping settlement methods: “restricted wandering,” defined as 
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seasonally based group movement within well-defined territorial limits, formed the basis for small 
residential groups foraging from one resource locus to another; and “central-based wandering 
communities,” interpreted as a large band of individuals, perhaps as many as several hundred, spending 
an extended period of time in a single location to which they may or may not return at a later date (Ritchie 
1969). It is unlikely that the two settlement models were mutually exclusive, but the terms do provide 
general typological tools with which to interpret sites dating to that period. 
 
The relatively low density of sites dating to the Early Archaic, particularly when compared to subsequent 
periods, has fueled the notion of commensurately low population densities. The low productivity of the 
early Holocene has been cited as a contributing factor. Recent studies, however, indicate that major 
waterways throughout the state meandered dramatically between 10,000 and 7000 B.C., and did not 
stabilize into their present channels until ca. 7000 B.C. The sediment erosion and accumulation resulting 
from this meandering likely destroyed and/or deeply buried many cultural deposits, resulting in low 
archaeological visibility for sites dating to the Early Archaic. The identification of deeply buried Early 
Archaic sites on floodplains, including the Eddy Site at Amoskeag Falls on the Merrimack River and the 
Wadleigh Falls Site on the Lamprey River provide evidence of this phenomenon, and suggest that the 
perception of lower population densities may be more apparent than real (Bunker 1992; Maymon and 
Bolian 1992; Petersen and Putnam 1992). 
 
Research to date indicates that by the end of the Early Archaic Period, groups were utilizing lake shores, 
and river terraces, especially those located at major fall lines (Bunker 1994). Two sites identified in the 
Saco River valley in the vicinity of North Conway (Pudding Pond East and West) may contain Early 
Archaic components. 
 

Middle Archaic Period (5500–4000 B.C.) 
 
The Middle Archaic Period saw a shift from the dry conditions of the preceding period to a climate 
characterized by significant increases in precipitation, perhaps as much as 25 to 30 percent higher than 
current levels. Increased rainfall and snowmelt caused extensive flooding along major river systems. 
Vegetation patterns also shifted in response to the increased rainfall as the pine-dominated landscape gave 
way to a deciduous forest of oak, beech, sugar maple, elm, ash, and beech, with smaller numbers of 
hemlock and white pine. With the emergence of this “mast” forest, deer populations expanded and likely 
became a major subsistence focus. Bear, wolf, otter, and wild turkey also emerged in greater numbers, 
while comparatively smaller populations of moose, elk, and caribou populations persisted in spruce-fir 
northern hardwood forests. 
 
The period is defined by three stemmed projectile points that have their origin along the Atlantic coastal 
plain including Neville, Neville Variant, and Stark. The Neville type site was identified by Dincauze in 
Manchester, New Hampshire and contained a substantial collection of these points, some with slightly 
bifurcate bases hinting at their Early Archaic lineage (Dincauze 1976). Despite its northern New England 
identification origin, subsequent finds tend to be concentrated in southern New England. Neville, Neville 
Variant, and Stark points often are found in association with steep-bitted scrapers, flake knives, 
perforators, adzes, axes, and choppers. 
 
In New Hampshire there appears to be an increasing reliance on the use of volcanic material in the 
production of tools quarried from such sources as Ossipee Mountain and the Boston Basin, although 
quartz remained the raw material of choice (Bunker 1994). Heavy woodworking tools also are common 
and suggest the appearance of dugout canoes during this period, perhaps a response to the increased river 
travel concomitant with increased precipitation. Excavations of a sealed, dated mortuary feature at 
Annasnappet Pond in Carver, Massachusetts have conclusively linked the emergence of atlatl weights to 



Cultural Context 

PAL Report No. 2833     27 

this period (Cross 1999; Doucette and Cross 1997). Like the Early Archaic, informal tools appear to 
dominate the many Middle Archaic assemblages. 
 
Settlement and subsistence patterns among Middle Archaic people in New Hampshire are difficult to infer 
because of the extremely limited database. Middle Archaic components have been identified along large 
rivers as well as along river tributaries, on secondary perennial streams, and on high terraces away from 
main rivers (Bunker and Potter 1993; Potter 1993). The Robert Thorndike collection from Windham 
contained at least one Neville point as did the Harlan Marshall Collection from the shores of Lake 
Massabesic and along Cohas Brook (Potter and Bunker 1991). Archaeologically recovered Middle 
Archaic sites in New Hampshire include the Dickey Plains Site II in Manchester (Potter and Bunker 
1991) and NH 31-20-5 in Belmont (Starbuck 1982). 
 
This limited database suggests that Middle Archaic sites are oriented toward ponds, lakes, and rivers with 
an attendant emphasis on seasonal rounds. This subsistence strategy suggests the hypothetical presence of 
base camps and residential camps, although physical evidence of houses or shelters has yet to be 
identified in the Northeast. The Neville Ste in Manchester and the WMECO Site (19-FR-15) in the 
Riverside archaeological district in Gill, Massachusetts are both posited as base camps because of their 
locations on highly productive fisheries along major falls (Dincauze 1976; Thomas 1980). 
 
Burial sites dating to the Middle Archaic are exceedingly rare in New Hampshire. If coastal burial 
practices are to serve as a guide, elaborate ceremonialism is characteristic of the period. L’Anse Amour, 
on the southern coast of Labrador, included a single individual buried face down with its head oriented 
toward the east and interred with a rich variety of ocher-stained grave goods. The Morrill Point burial 
complex in Maine and the Table Land burial site in Manchester, New Hampshire, both contained ocher-
stained human remains, some of which had been cremated and all of which were interred with elaborate 
grave goods. To date, no deposits dating to the Middle Archaic Period have been identified in the general 
study area vicinity. 
 

Late Archaic Period (4000–900 B.C.)  
 
Environmental conditions during the Late Archaic Period were marked by a climatic shift to drier and 
slightly warmer conditions with a significant decrease in precipitation. River and lake flooding became an 
uncommon event. During this period, oak, pine, and beech reached their full extent, while hemlock 
became much scarcer in response to the increasing dryness. Wetlands also became more abundant along 
river margins. Animal communities remained essentially the same as the preceding period, but it is likely 
that deer became even more plentiful with the full maturity of the mast forest, and that wetland/estuarine 
resources became an even greater subsistence resource. 
 
Perhaps in response to an increasingly resource-rich natural environment, Late Archaic populations 
underwent a substantial growth spurt relative to previous periods. This growth spurt, in turn, spurred an 
elaboration of settlement and subsistence models as well as an unprecedented diversification in lithic 
technology. As a means to better categorize and interpret the many local expressions of Late Archaic 
culture, the period has been divided into three traditions. One unifying element of all three periods is the 
elaboration of burial ceremonialism. A site in Litchfield, for example, provided evidence of the ritual 
breakage or “killing” of Susquehanna points within the larger context of cremation burial (Bunker 1988). 
The use of steatite in the manufacture of cooking and storage vessels also serves as a diagnostic marker 
for the period as a whole. 
 
The Laurentian tradition (3600–2400 B.C.) was first identified in New York on the basis of “Proto-
Laurentian” lithic assemblages including broad side-notched points with ground bases. These points 
generally resemble Otter Creek and Brewerton side-notched points. These point types later were 
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recognized as diagnostic of the period along with Brewerton corner-notched and Vosburg projectile 
points. In addition to projectile points, ground slate blades, celts, gouges, plummets, and ulus also serve 
as distinctive diagnostic markers for the period. 
 
The Narrow Point tradition (2400–1600 B.C.) is distinguished by the presence of relatively long and 
narrow bladed projectile points, with generally weak shoulders and straight, expanding and side- or 
corner-notched stems. These points tend to be made from locally available materials, often quartz, and are 
abundant in both southern and northern New England. Variants of the narrow point/narrow stemmed 
projectile point type include Lamoka, Bare Island, Wading River, Sylvan side-notched, Sylvan Stemmed, 
and Normanskill. However, none of the points have been securely associated with a single component 
site. Artifact assemblages dating to this period tend to be less diverse than during the Laurentian. Knives, 
drills, side and end scrapers, pestles, choppers, and hammerstones occur but in less eclectic groupings and 
there are significantly fewer ground-stone woodworking tools, suggesting a shift away from dugout 
canoes toward bark canoes. Settlement occurred in a wide variety of locations including elevated bluffs, 
rockshelters, inland streams and lakes, and the back-country, all of which suggest a continuation and 
intensification of broad-based resource exploitation. During this period new settlement patterns also begin 
to emerge, including a more intensive use of marginal uplands and the occupation of upland ridges. 
 
The Susquehanna tradition (1800–800 B.C.) also is referred to as the “Broadspear” or 
“Transitional/Terminal” Archaic. Diagnostic projectile points include large, broad-bladed stemmed points 
(Atlantic, Snook Kill, Perkiomen, Genessee, and Susquehanna Broad) as well as smaller “fishtail” points 
with expanding stems (Orient Fishtail). Flat-bottomed, lug-handled soapstone vessels also appear during 
this period, often in association with Susquehanna Broad and Orient points. Evidence suggests that some 
of the earliest fired ceramics may date to this time as well. Known as Vinette 1, these earliest pots were 
coil built with conoidal bases and finished with cord-wrapped paddles. Atlatl weights, end and side 
scrapers, expanded-base drills, retouched flake knives, pestles, notched sinkers, whetstones, and hammer-
anvil stones round out the Susquehanna assemblage. Settlement patterns appear to have shifted at 
approximately 3000 B.P. in response to a shift to a cooler, wetter climate, a decline of the mast forest, and 
the virtual abandonment of upland areas by roughly 800 B.C. Susquehanna tradition sites are 
comparatively rare in northern New England and tend to be identified in plow zone or multicomponent 
contexts. The Sumner’s Falls Site in Hartland contained Orient Fishtail points and a steatite cooking pot, 
while surface collection in the Skitchewaug area in Springfield resulted in the recovery of soapstone 
vessel fragments. “Killed” Susquehanna bifaces also have been identified at a site in Litchfield, New 
Hampshire along the Merrimack River (Bunker 1988). 
 
Late Archaic Period sites have been identified in all ecozones in New Hampshire, including substantial 
deposits at the Smyth, Neville and Eddy sites at Amoskeag Falls. No Late Archaic sites have been 
identified within the general study area vicinity. 
 

Woodland Period (900 B.C.–A.D. 1600)  
 
The Woodland Period in New England is marked, in its earliest phases, by a remarkable degree of 
continuity with the previous Archaic traditions. By the end of the period, a series of dramatic 
developments, including the development of horticulture and the earliest contacts with European 
populations, profoundly changed Native American lifeways. 
 

Early Woodland Period (900–100 B.C.) 
 
Climatic conditions during the Early Woodland Period remained essentially the same as those that marked 
the Late Archaic Period after 1000 B.C. Group sizes are assumed to have been relatively small, perhaps 
between 30 and 50 people that in some cases splintered into even smaller residential camps of 5 to 15 
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individuals. Diagnostic cultural material for the Early Woodland includes stemmed and side-notched 
Adena and Meadowood projectile points. Both point types are relatively rare and tend to occur in small 
numbers within Early Woodland assemblages. Lagoon points also are indicative of the period but are far 
more common in southern New England. Lithic assemblages for this period comprise a high percentage 
of “exotic” lithic materials, including Munsungen cherts from northern Maine, and speak to an expansion 
and elaboration of long-distance trade networks. The evolving trade network that resulted in the 
predominance of non-local lithic materials in many Early Woodland assemblages might also explain the 
increasingly elaborate and exotic mortuary complex that developed during the period. Low-fired Vinette I 
pottery, which seems to make its first appearance during the Late Archaic, also becomes much more 
visible in the archaeological record during this time. Ceramic sherds recovered from the Eddy Site at 
Amoskeag Falls and the Beaver Meadow Brook at Sewall’s Falls in Concord represent some of the 
earliest pottery in New Hampshire and appear to straddle the Late Archaic and Early Woodland periods 
(Bunker 1986; Howe 1988). A radiocarbon-dated pottery sherd from a site in the Pennichuck drainage 
also supports this early date range (Carini 1994). 
 

Middle Woodland Period (100 B.C.–A.D. 1050) 
 
Beginning about 150 B.C., the climate appears to have stabilized as the previously damp and cold 
environment gave way to generally drier and warmer conditions. If the number of identified sites is any 
guide, it appears that population densities increased during the Middle Woodland Period but aggregated 
almost exclusively in the Champlain and Connecticut River valleys. This population expansion may have 
overtaxed the subsistence resources of the changing environment and led to a more diffuse hunting and 
gathering strategy that saw a return to a more intensive exploitation of the uplands. Pottery style and 
decoration became far more deliberate and stylized than is evident in the preceding period. The 
elaboration of pottery design may take its cue from the population expansion hypothesized for the period, 
in which a diversity of groups may have felt a cultural imperative to distinguish themselves from one 
another through decorative motifs. Technologically, Jack’s Reef Corner Notched projectile points 
function as the most diagnostic artifact for this phase, although Jack’s Reef pentagonal points also are 
common. Raw material types derive from both local and non-local sources. Pottery also takes on an 
increasingly diverse stylistic profile, including grit-tempered, coil built vessels with a stamped, incised, 
and dentate decoration of varying quality (Petersen 1977, 1980, 1992; Petersen and Power 1985; Petersen 
and Toney 2000). To date, no Woodland Period sites have been identified in the vicinity of the study area. 
 

Late Woodland Period (A.D.1050–1600) 
 
The Late Woodland Period encompasses a period of continuity and innovation, one in which lithic 
technologies underwent very little change, while at the same time the development of horticulture 
dramatically altered the social and cultural landscape for Native American communities. During this 
period, archaeological and ethnohistoric literature begins to make reference to distinct Native American 
communities, for example the Penacook and Abenaki. This distinction is not arbitrary but appears to 
reflect increasing levels of self-identification among these populations as reflected in distinctive ceramic 
styles and restricted trade networks relative to earlier periods (Haviland and Power 1994). 
 
The adoption of horticulture was undoubtedly the most significant cultural adaptation during the Late 
Woodland, and precipitated dramatic changes in nearly every other aspect of Native American life during 
that time. Settlement patterns became markedly more sedentary from A.D. 1100–1450, and residential 
groups became larger. Villages comprising small hamlets adjacent to cultivated fields began to emerge 
during this period and appear to have been occupied during the growing season. This intensive occupation 
of horticultural camps, however, did not preclude the continuance of seasonal camps. 
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Levanna projectile points remain the “diagnostic” projectile point marker for the Late Woodland and are 
commonly manufactured from locally available stone. Assemblages tend to be rather restricted and often 
contain a narrow range of preforms, scrapers, drills, and expedient flake tools. It is possible that rather 
than using a restricted range of artifact classes, Late Woodland people are instead using a broader range 
of materials (bone, antler, and wood) with which to fashion an equally broad range of tools. These types 
of organic materials do not survive well archaeologically and, as such, would produce an assemblage 
skewed toward lithic materials that may or may not be representative of the assemblage overall. 
 
Although perishable materials dating to pre-contact sites are rarely found in New Hampshire, dugout 
canoes from the Late Woodland have been reported. The extensive distribution of dugouts, combined 
with radiocarbon data from the recovered specimens, indicate that they were frequently used in ponds and 
marshes well into the Late Woodland Period. Between four and six dugout canoes of unknown age have 
been retrieved from New Hampshire lakes (Potter and Switzer 1989). 
 
Mortuary ceremonialism is markedly less elaborate than in previous periods. Individuals tended to be 
interred on their sides in a flexed position with few or no grave goods, although some bodies have been 
reported in a sitting position in the Connecticut River valley. To date, no Woodland Period sites have 
been identified in the vicinity of the study area. 
 
Contact Period and Exploration Period 
 
The traditional cultural systems of Native Americans were rapidly transformed during the contact period. 
Contact with European populations slowly but completely disrupted Native American lifeways including 
their social, economic, and political culture. The lifeways of the Native populations during this period are 
believed to have been similar to those of the Late Woodland Period. There were a number of large 
permanent base camps and villages, some fortified, as well as smaller satellite hunting and fishing camps. 
Large groups may have gathered together at certain times of the year for resource exploitation as well as 
for social and ceremonial functions. 
 
The 1524 voyage of Giovanni Verrazano is the first documented European exploration of the area that 
now comprises New Hampshire, and initiated the Contact and Exploration Period (1500–1679). The 
Abenaki were the dominant population group of northern New England at the time of European contact. 
Divided into three primary subgroups, the eastern Abenaki were concentrated in Maine east of New 
Hampshire’s White Mountains, the western Abenaki lived west of the mountains across Vermont and 
New Hampshire to the eastern shores of Lake Champlain, and the maritime Abenaki occupied the St. 
Croix and the St. John’s River valleys near the border between Maine and New Brunswick. The southern 
boundaries of the Abenaki homeland were near the present northern border of Massachusetts, excluding 
the Pennacook country along the Merrimack River of southern New Hampshire. Valuable allies to the 
French in their struggle against the English for dominion in northern New England, the Abenaki waged 
battles against the Mohawk for control of the lucrative fur trade up and down the Connecticut and St. 
Lawrence rivers (Haviland and Power 1994). 
 
While the day-to-day lives of pre-contact Abenaki tribes remain somewhat speculative, it is most likely 
that they were very similar to those posited for the Late Woodland Period. At the time of Verrazano’s 
arrival, the Abenaki were highly dependent on horticulture and many large villages were located along 
fertile floodplains of major rivers, including the Connecticut, Merrimack, and Nashua rivers. Despite the 
primacy of horticulture, seasonal rounds of hunting, fishing, and gathering remained an important part of 
the Abenaki subsistence economy.  
 
The Abenaki social structure consisted of small bands of extended families. Villages ordinarily were 
fairly small, averaging about 100 people, although much larger villages did arise among the western 
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groups. Before contact, political power was largely decentralized, with individual tribes functioning as the 
primary locus of political organization. A more centralized form of tribal government, the Abenaki 
Confederacy, arose in 1670 as the product of post-contact stressors, most critical of which was continuous 
warfare with the neighboring Iroquois and English colonists. 
 
Disease, warfare, and complex political maneuvering combined to decimate the Abenaki population 
within a very short period after initial European contact. Epidemics such as typhus, smallpox, and 
influenza precipitated a mortality rate as high as 75 percent among the eastern Abenaki in the sixteenth 
century, with subsequent epidemics occurring every several years between 1631 and 1758. By the close 
of the American Revolution, there were less than 1,000 surviving Abenaki within their former territorial 
boundaries. The devastating loss of life resulted in the amalgamation of previously distinct Abenaki 
groups in an attempt to maintain a viable, self-sustaining population. 
 
One of the major documented shifts in settlement practices during the seventeenth century was the 
establishment of French Jesuit missions along the Connecticut River, near Lake Champlain, and along the 
St. Lawrence and Hudson rivers. The establishment of these “permanent” Catholic settlements did not 
preclude the continuance of seasonal rounds among the Native groups that populated them, nor did they 
guarantee Catholic conversion. They did, however, provide shelter from hostile European and Native 
groups, food and farming opportunities, and a central meeting place for Abenaki families displaced by 
war and disease (Calloway 1990).  
 
The Hormel Site (27-CA-15) located near Lake Ossipee contained a significant Contact Period 
component, including a European gunflint, a clay pipe bowl, triangular metal and copper projectile points 
and a pit feature that contained a high density of butchered mammal bone. The site has been interpreted as 
a probable seventeenth-century trading post (Boisvert et al. 1994). Native habitation in the Saco River 
valley may have centered on a large village site in present-day Glen, New Hampshire. In 1672, a village 
containing as many as 200 wigwam structures was reported in the present Conway area (Harp 1977). The 
Native group living in the general area of Conway and Fryeburg were known as the Pequawket Indians 
and likely took advantage of the resources located along the Saco River, a name adapted from the 
indigenous word “Skog-kooe” or “snake-shaped stream running midst pine trees” (Merrill 1971:817). 
 
Post-Contact Period  
 
This section focuses on the settlement in the White Mountains, Crawford Notch and Harts Location by 
Europeans and on the subsequent development of the area. The synopsis of development in Harts 
Location and the surrounding vicinity provides a context in which to assess the archaeological sensitivity 
of the study area. The post-contact period for New Hampshire is divided into distinct temporal 
subdivisions as summarized in Table 4-2. 
 

Settlement of the White Mountains and Crawford Notch 
 
European exploration of the White Mountains region of New Hampshire began with Darby Field, who 
climbed Mount Washington, the highest peak in the range, in 1642. Despite his early exploration of the 
region, no major influx of settlers followed as the area was too remote to be attractive for English 
settlement (Appalachian Mountain Club [AMC] 1982).  
 
The name “White Hills” first appeared on John Foster’s 1677 map of New England. The name may have 
been derived from the fact that the highest summits are covered with snow much of the year or that when 
viewed from a great distance the mountains appear grayish to whitish in color. The French and Indian 
War (1754–1763) further inhibited settlement in the region. War parties from New France (present day  
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Canada) travelled south through the notches to raid British territory in southern Maine, New Hampshire 
and northern Massachusetts. The British victory over the French and their Native American allies opened 
the region to pioneers (AMC 1982).  
 
To develop the northern region of New Hampshire it was necessary to seek passages through the White 
Mountains. Before 1760, Crawford Notch was utilized by Native Americans but was not recognized by 
Europeans as a possible route through the mountains. In 1771, Timothy Nash “discovered” the Notch by 
chance. He informed Governor John Wentworth, who granted Nash and his friend, Benjamin Sawyer, a 
tract of land that included the Notch on the condition they bring a horse through it. They accomplished 
this feat which marked the beginning of settlement of the area (AMC 1982). 
 
Several towns, including Fryeburg (1762) and Conway (1765), were chartered and settled after 1760 and 
by the end of the century the region had many small settlements and farms. The principal economic 
engine in the region was farming with most families providing for the majority of their own needs. But 
agriculture in the area was at best marginal, and many farmers abandoned their holdings within a few 
decades (AMC 1982).  
 
Eleazar Rosebrook and his son-in-law, Abel Crawford, were early pioneers who helped open up the 
region in the early nineteenth century. In 1803, Rosebrook built a large two-story building at Fabyan, 
possibly the first house in the White Mountains built for the accommodation of travelers. At about the 
same time, Abel Crawford constructed the Mount Crawford House in present-day Bemis (AMC 1982).  
 
Construction of the Tenth New Hampshire Turnpike also began in 1803. As the activities of Rosebrook 
and Crawford indicate, it greatly increased travel through the Notch. The turnpike provided greater 
accessibility to the region and marked the end of the “pioneer and frontier” era in the White Mountains. 
The completion of the turnpike and the establishment of travelers’ accommodations encouraged early 
tourism to the region beginning in the 1830s, with an increasing number of people travelling north to 
view the mountains for their beauty and grandeur. The turnpike also provided the means to transport 
freight and goods between northern New Hampshire, Vermont, and coastal Maine. Wagons carrying 
goods between the upper Connecticut Valley and Portland travelled through the notch in all seasons of the 
year (AMC 1982). 
 
Eleazar Rosebrook died in 1817 and left his property to his grandson Ethan Allen Crawford. Ethan Allen 
and Abel Crawford opened the first path to the summit of Mount Washington in 1819, beginning at the 
site of the Crawford House. The Crawfords advertised the existence of their new trail and their guide 
services to the summit. The effort proved successful although the experience at the summit could vary 
considerably. The services and facilities provided by the Crawfords were among the first developed solely 
for the benefit of tourists (AMC 1982). 
 
During the 1830s and 1840s more and more summer visitors traveled to the White Mountains. Notable 
visitors included Daniel Webster, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Thomas Cole, and Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
Hawthorne viewed the site of the Willey disaster (see below) on one of his trips and used the incident as 
the basis of his story “The Ambitious Guest.” Thomas Cole painted his famous works of the region 
during this period and was just one of several artists viewed the Whites as an iconic representation of the 
American landscape (AMC 1982).  
 
The 1850s saw the introduction of railroad into the region. Atlantic and St. Lawrence Railroad reached 
Gorham in the summer of 1851 and transformed the White Mountain region from one that was accessible 
only with difficulty by stagecoach to one within convenient reach of major urban centers throughout the 
Northeast. A number of hotels were constructed to take advantage of the new influx of tourists the 
railroads brought. The 1850s commenced the era of the grand hotels with the construction of the first 
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Crawford House (1852), the Summit House (1852), the Tip Top House (1853), and the Carriage Road to 
the summit of Mt. Washington in 1855. (AMC 1982). 
 
The last four decades of the nineteenth century were described as the “era of elegance and grandeur.” The 
White Mountains were now a major tourist attraction for the middle and upper classes and all the latest 
amenities in travel and accommodations were provided (Figure 4-1). Competition was stiff between 
hotels and railroads to capture business. Visitors generally went to one hotel for their vacation and as a 
result the hotels strove to serve as “complete resorts” providing a full spectrum of activities and amenities 
for their guests including golf courses and tennis courts. The amount of business brought into New 
Hampshire by summer tourists was striking, and by 1896 it was estimated that the state’s economy 
received over $5,000,000 annually from summer tourism alone (AMC 1982).  
 

Figure 4-1. 1892 Map of Harts Location showing the location of the Willey House Site study
area. 
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The same technological developments that served to open up the region to tourism also threatened the 
environmental setting that attracted visitors. Advances in the forestry industry allowed for faster cutting in 
areas that had been previously inaccessible. Large sawmills appeared in the White Mountains after the 
1850s, and the application of steam power to the sawing and milling of lumber greatly accelerated the rate 
at which logs could be used. This, combined with the introduction in the 1870s of railroads exclusively 
used for logging, allowed for the systematic cutting of larger and larger tracts of forest. There were 17 
logging railroads operating in the White Mountains between 1870 and the 1940s, and lumbering became a 
major economic force in the region (AMC 1982).  
 
In 1881 state officials noted that “the continued depletion of the forests had reached a point where 
reproduction was necessary to sustain the industries dependent upon wood and to conserve water supply 
and scenery.” These themes of scenery, sustainable forestry, and water conservation would become 
rallying points for those seeking to check large-scale timbering. In 1901, a group of men formed the 
Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests. From 1901–1911, the Society, joined by 
organizations like the Appalachian Mountain Club, led the effort to create a National Forest Reservation. 
After a massive lobbying effort throughout the nation, the Weeks Act passed in 1911 and under this 
legislation the federal government began the purchase of land in the Appalachian states. These purchases 
formed the nucleus of the new National Forests. By mid 1914, 138,572 acres had been purchased and in 
September of that same year, Mount Washington and its environs were added. Presently, the White 
Mountain National Forest includes over 700,000 acres within its border. The federal government was not 
alone in helping to preserve the White Mountains region. In 1913, the State of New Hampshire purchased 
a 6,000 acre tract in Crawford Notch as “a forest reserve,” an area that would later become Crawford 
Notch State Park (AMC 1982).  
 
The advent of the automobile began a prolonged and steady decline in rail passenger traffic in the White 
Mountains (Figure 4-2). The end of the “railway age” brought difficult times to many hotels in the region. 
Larger hotels had to cope with the changing trend of shorter vacations and the loss of wealthy visitors that 
used to come for extended stays who now could own their own summer residences easily accessible by 
car. Many of the grand hotels closed or burned between the 1920s and 1940s (AMC 1982). The Mount 
Washington Hotel, which opened in 1902, is one of the last surviving grand hotels in the White 
Mountains. It was declared a National Historic Landmark in 1986. 
 

Willey House Site History  
 
The Willey House was the first residence in Crawford Notch proper and, according to early histories of 
the area, was built in 1793 by a man named Mr. Davis (Spaulding 1862). The site seems to have been 
chosen as a third inn location for travelers passing through the Notch, as it lay at the approximate 
midpoint of the 12 miles that separated the two inns operated by the Crawford family. Davis stayed for 
only a few years. The house was subsequently occupied by Henry Hill (Anon. 1952; Purchase 1999; 
Tolles 1998). 
 
By about 1823, Ethan Allen Crawford had acquired the house. In 1825, he sold it to Samuel Willey, Jr. 
(1788–1826). Willey and his wife, Polly Lovejoy, their five children, and two hired men moved into 
Crawford Notch in the fall of 1825. Willey was a native of Bartlett, New Hampshire and owned 110 acres 
of cropland, pasture, and woodlot along the Saco River in North Conway (then Lower Bartlett). The 
family’s chief motivation in moving seems to have been the business prospects offered by running an inn 
in the Notch, and they enlarged and improved the house for this purpose. By that time, there was a steady 
stream of travelers through the Notch for routine trade and business between Coos County and the 
southern tiers of New Hampshire and Maine. There were early tourists as well, although these seem to 
have been the smaller component of the highway-goers. Period accounts of the valley relate that the house 
was in a small grassy meadow along the Saco River and that it was surrounded by a forest of maple trees. 
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Historical photographs and drawings show that the house was set on the west side of the Notch Road, 
facing south. The one-and-one-half story, timber-frame, Cape Cod cottage had an ell extending off the 
north side of the main block and was sided in clapboards (Anon. 1952; NHDPR n.d.; Garvin 1998; 
Purchase 1999; Stanhope 1982; Tolles 1998). 
 
The Willey family resided in the Notch for about a year until they were killed in a tragic event that 
immortalized their name in the lore of the White Mountains and Crawford Notch. Following a period of 
sustained drought in the summer of 1826, a heavy rainfall triggered a massive landslide from the west 
side of the Notch (present-day Mount Willey). The Willeys, apparently fearing the house was unsafe, fled 
to either seek shelter in a refuge they had previously constructed or to escape rising flood waters. Before 

Figure 4-2. 1946 Crawford Notch USGS topographic quadrangle showing the location of the
Willey House Site study area. 
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they could reach safety, the avalanche killed the entire family and the two hired men. By a twist of fate, 
the avalanche debris was diverted around the house by a ledge outcrop (now known as the Willey 
Boulders), uphill of the building and it survived relatively untouched. When friends and would-be 
rescuers arrived at the house after the disaster, they were confronted scenes of devastation throughout the 
floor of the Notch, which was dramatically altered by the effects of the slide. Large debris fields of trees, 
rock, and mud had slid past the house, nearly to the Saco River. There was no sign of the family, although 
their personal effects remained. All of the bodies except for three of the children (2 sons and a daughter) 
were eventually found and buried near the site, then later moved to Conway (NHDPR n.d.). 
 
Following the disaster, the Willey House was vacant for a short period until John Pendexter moved into 
the house in 1827. Over the next 15 years, Pendexter was succeeded by several other short-term owners 
and/or tenants in rapid succession. These included a Colonel Moore, John Moore, Alexander Bond, John 
T. Dutton, Dutton and Wilson, John T. Dutton, Frank Atwood, Jack Whalen, Jack Mahew, and Henry 
Leonard. During this period, a small barn was constructed on the opposite side of the road (The Farmer’s 
Monthly Visitor 1839; Roberts 1924). 
 
In 1844, tourism entrepreneur and hotelier Horace Fabyan purchased the property. Fabyan, who owned 
hotels elsewhere in the vicinity, repaired the house and improved it “to accommodate the public with 
every comfort and convenience” (Sears 1989:85). He constructed the Willey House Hotel immediately 
south of the Willey House. This 70-by-40 foot, two-story, frame building was set on a raised foundation 
or terrace above the roadway and was connected with the Willey House via a continuous porch (Figure 4-
3). A barn or carriage shed was located just north of the Willey House. A second barn and a stable were 
located on the east side of the road (Figure 4-4). John Davis of Conway purchased the property soon after 
its construction, although the exact date of this transfer is not known. It then passed through additional 

Figure 4-3. Late nineteenth-century postcard showing the Willey House and the adjoining Willey 
House Hotel (source: Museum of the White Mountains Collection). 
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private owners, ending with George H. Moran, who leased the premises to Leonard & Mayfield of 
Whitefield, New Hampshire. The Willey House and other buildings on the west side of the road burned in 
a fire in September 1899 (NHDPR n.d.; Purchase 1999; Roberts 1924). 
 
The Willey House site was undeveloped for the first two decades of the twentieth century, during which 
the ruins of the Willey House and Hotel remained within a clearing that was the only break in the forested 
floor of the Notch (Figure 4-5). Visitors continued to stop at the site to view the ruins and ponder the 
story of the Willey family. Occasionally, gravel deposited by the great slide was excavated by the state to 
maintain the roadway (Skidmore 2008; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1922). 
 

Public Development of the Willey House Site 
 
In 1913, the State of New Hampshire took title to the Willey House Site along with 5,925 acres of 
Crawford Notch for preservation as forest reservation and recreation property. The lands were organized 
as the Crawford Notch State Forest and placed under the care of the state’s Forestry Commission. At the 
time the park was established, state officials identified the Willey House Site as a location suitable for 
active recreational use and development. Two private camps were active in Crawford Notch at the time of 
the acquisition. The Forestry Commission intended to lease the Willey House Site as a third camp, 
provided that the arrangement was profitable and that “a thoroughly high grade tea room or restaurant” 
could be maintained as a stopping point for tourists. Concessionaire leases were standard practice during 
this period, as the state had little funds to provide for ongoing operation. The location was a logical one, 
since travelers by the thousands were already stopping to view the Willey House ruins and sometimes to 
camp in the meadow on the east side of the road. Additionally, the clearing provided one of the best 
roadside views of the Notch (State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1916, 1922). 
 

Figure 4-4. Late nineteenth-century stereo view of the Willey House Hotel (source: Museum of the
White Mountains Collection). 
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Establishment of facilities for visitors and employees in the reservation was ongoing between about 1915 
and 1922. Arthur A. Shurcliff, noted landscape architect of Boston, donated his time to examine the 
Notch and prepared a report recommending locations at which selective tree cutting could open up “vistas 
to give good views of the mountains from points along the highway” (State of New Hampshire Forestry 
Commission 1916). Work at the Willey House Site commenced in 1920 when the stable, the last standing 
nineteenth-century structure, was removed from the east side of the road. The location was leased to J.F. 
Donahue & George C. Hamlin (Donahue & Hamlin) of Bartlett, for development as the Willey House 
Camps. Shurcliff donated additional services to prepare construction plans used by Donahue & Hamlin to 
build two “peeled spruce cabins.” The cabins are now combined in the present-day Restaurant Building, 
situated approximately on the site of the Willey House Hotel. Additional small cabins of spruce were 
“placed artistically in the rear” for overnight stays.  
 
Completed between 1923 and 1924, the complex initially consisted of the aforementioned two cabins, as 
well as six log cabins for overnight use, one log cabin containing an electrical plant, and one log building 
used for auto supplies. Postcards and Forestry Commission park plans from the 1920s and 1930s indicate 
that the overnight guest cabins were simple, one-room log structures organized in two tiers along the 
hillside behind the Restaurant Building and to the south, within the present-day picnic area. The original 
Willey House Dam was built in the early 1920s, but was replaced with the current structure built in 1980 
(Roberts 1924; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1916, 1932). 
 
By 1924, promotional brochures for the Willey House Camps advertised that the facilities included 
“eating and lodging accommodations…a souvenir store, toilets, auto filling station, small log cabins for 
rent for the night or longer” (Roberts 1924:24) (Figure 4-6). The cabins were intended for overnight use 
by automobile travelers, hikers, and other campers intending to access the backcountry, as well as for 
staff. The Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) also incorporated the Willey House into its hut system, 

Figure 4-5. Circa 1900 postcard view of the Willey House Site before state redevelopment (source:
Museum of the White Mountains Collection). 



Cultural Context 

PAL Report No. 2833     41 

which was then in the early stages of development. Open fields east of the road adjacent to the river were 
utilized for free camping (NHDPR n.d.; Roberts 1924; State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 
1922). 
 
During the late 1920s and 1930s, both the Forestry Commission and Donahue & Hamlin expanded the 
Willey House Site with additional visitor services. The number of overnight cabins was increased to 
between 25 and 30 units, and some were moved around the site to optimize auto circulation and parking. 
In 1926, on the centennial anniversary of the Willey Slide, the Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) – Anna Stickney Chapter from North Conway installed the commemorative boulder and plaque at 
the Willey House Foundation. The Great Depression brought support to the Forestry Commission’s state 
parks in the form of Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), and the Civil Works Administration programs, 
which were very active in assisting states with public recreation facilities. In 1930, CCC laborers at the 
Willey Site constructed the Tourist Information Center as the so-called Rest House to offer “an 
opportunity for tired travelers to rest and enjoy the mountain scenery” and for the use of overnight guests 
in the evening (State of New Hampshire Forestry Commission 1930) (Figures 4-7, 4-8). The low retaining 
wall associated with the Willey House was built up and enlarged and a lawn established on the terrace 
behind it. The dam was rebuilt in 1927 to provide a larger pond, a picnic area cleared on the east side of 
the impoundment, and new trails and trail improvements made (Parshley 1926; State of New Hampshire 
Forestry Commission 1930). 
 
The Willey House Site continued under additional lessees in the 1940s, but little in the way of physical 
development occurred due to World War II. Between 1945 and 1950, the Help Quarters and Manager’s 
Cabin were built for park worker accommodations. The Willey House Dam was replaced in 1946 (Figure 
4-9) (Brown 1958; State of New Hampshire Forestry and Recreation Commission 1944; 1946; 1952). 
 
 

Figure 4-6. Circa 1925 postcard view of the restrooms, store, and restaurant buildings before they
were combined into the present Restaurant Building (note: overnight cabins to the rear no longer
extant).  



Chapter Four 

42    PAL Report No. 2833      

 

Figure 4-7. 1932 Crawford Notch Reservation Plan showing the general configuration of the Willey
House Camps (note: only the four largest buildings adjacent to the road are extant) (source: State of
New Hampshire Forestry Department). 
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Figure 4-8. Circa 1935 view of the Willey House Camps.

Figure 4-9. Circa 1950’s photograph of the Willey House Dam (source: Museum of the White
Mountains Collection). 
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Substantial changes were made to the Willey House Site in the 1950s. In 1950, the Forestry and 
Recreation Commission terminated lessee operations at Crawford Notch and placed retail, food, and 
campground facilities directly under the control of the Recreation Division. As state law did not permit 
for the operation of overnight cabin rentals, most of the sleeping cabins were demolished between 1950 
and 1952. Some of the vacant cabin sites were converted to the present picnic grounds to the south of the 
Willey House Site. Sometime in the 1950s, a new Information Center (later referred to as the Old 
Visitor’s Center, no longer extant) was constructed on the north edge of the Willey Site. The parking 
areas and lawn adjacent to the Willey Foundation were improved. A New Hampshire wildlife exhibit 
(discontinued in 1972) was established on the east side of the pond and a perimeter trail around the pond 
established (Anon. 1952; Brown 1958; Garvin 1992; John Dickerman, personal communication, July 9, 
2013; State of New Hampshire Forestry Division 1951; State of New Hampshire Forestry and Recreation 
Commission 1952). 
 
For the next two decades, the Willey House Site largely maintained its 1950s configuration and 
management. The present Bathroom was built in 1970 and a new path was established from the road to 
the building. The present Willey House Dam was constructed in 1980 as a replacement to the 1947 
structure. By late 1985, site plans and correspondence indicate that the Willey House Site had been 
reduced in size to seven of the present buildings, six cabins on the hillside above (presumably from 
concessionaire development), and the Information Building to the north of the present Tourist Information 
Center (Reid 1986). In 1986, the state demolished the six remaining concessionaire cabins. In 1992, the 
Information Building was demolished. The Generator House was added behind the Restaurant Building in 
1994 (John Dickerman, personal communication, July 9, 2013). The Willey House Dam, which was 
replaced in 1980, was upgraded in 1996. In 2000, a new parking lot was constructed on the site of the 
Information Building and the other two parking lots improved (Dam Safety Office File No. 110.01; State 
of New Hampshire Department of Resources and Economic Development 1996; State of New Hampshire 
Forestry Commission 1927; State of New Hampshire Forestry and Recreation Commission 1946). 
 
Summary of Pre- and Post-Contact Period Sites in Proximity to the Willey House Site Study Area  
 
No pre-contact period archaeological sites have been identified within 5-km of the Willey House Site 
study area. No post-contact period sites have been identified to date within 1-mile of the study area but 
eight post-contact sites have been identified within 5-km. All eight sites are White Mountain National 
Forest archaeological sites. Four of the sites area located southwest of the study area in Grafton County 
outside of Crawford Notch State Park. The first site is the Ethan Pond Shelter (27-GR-2151) and is an 
AMC shelter for eight people. No further information is provided on the site form. The other three sites, 
Camp 21 (27-GR-2152), Camp 21-A (27-GR-2154) and Shoal Pond Camp (27-GR-2155) are logging 
camps of unknown dates but are referenced on Hurd’s 1892 Atlas and are associated with the East Branch 
and Lincoln and Zeal and Valley railroads.  
 
The remaining four sites are all located in Coos County. One site, Dry River Shelter #1 (27-CO-2090) is 
located southeast of the study area outside of Crawford Notch State Park on the Dry River. The site was 
an AMC shelter of unknown date that was removed in 1975. The Crawford House Dump (27-CO-2119) is 
located approximately 4.5-km (2.8-mi) north of the study area within Crawford Notch, although outside 
the state park boundaries. This site dates from the nineteenth through twentieth centuries and is a 
dumping area associated with the old Crawford House. Artifacts recovered include cans, bottles, and 
“hotel ware”. No information on the other two sites (27-CO-2129, 27-CO-2149) was available at the 
NHDHR.  
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

RESULTS 
 
 
 
 
PAL staff conducted a walkover survey of the Willey House Site study area to assess and document 
current environmental conditions and note the presence of any surface indications of archaeological sites. 
This information was incorporated with the background research and provides the basis for the following 
assessments about the archaeological sensitivity of the study area.  
 
Pre-Contact Period Archaeological Sensitivity  
 
No pre-contact period archaeological sites have been identified within 5-km (3-mi) of Willey House Site 
study area. The potential for survival of pre-contact period cultural resources within the study area is 
largely dependent on the degree of landscape alteration that has occurred as part of the residential (Willey 
House), commercial (Willey House Hotel), recreational (State Park), and industrial (Willey House Dam) 
development of the study area.  
 
Based on factors used to develop sensitivity rankings presented in Table 2-1, the portion of the study area 
on the west side of Route 302 is assigned low pre-contact period archaeological sensitivity (Figure 5-1). 
Soils in this area have likely been heavily disturbed through both natural (landslides) and manmade (park 
development and improvements) processes. While pre-contact period cultural materials may be present in 
the area, there is a very low probability that they possess any stratigraphic integrity and associated 
interpretive value. 
 
Undisturbed portions of the study area on the east side of Route 302, north of the dam, are assigned 
moderate pre-contact period archaeological sensitivity (see Figure 5-1). This area has seen minimal 
historic disturbance and was used primarily as a free camping site in the mid-twentieth century (west side 
of river) and as a wildlife exhibit area in the 1950s and 1960s (east side of river). The Saco River was a 
known mode of transportation through the mountains for Native American groups and this area is a 
relatively level terrace along the river and contains well drained soils. These soil conditions combined 
with the proximity of the river would have made it an attractive location for camp sites associated with 
riverine subsistence activities, particularly during the Archaic and Woodland periods. However, flooding 
episodes may have deeply buried any such deposits. The area south of the dam does not contain well 
drained soils and is frequently inundated with water therefore it is assigned low pre-contact period 
archaeological sensitivity (see Figure 5-1).  
 
Post-Contact Period Archaeological Sensitivity 
 
The Willey House Site study area has undergone substantial natural and man-made landscape 
disturbances over the course of its more than 200 year post-contact period history. These disturbances, 
with several exceptions discussed below, have had the effect of largely erasing or burying the earlier 
nineteenth-century landscape associated with the residential and travelers’ inn use of the property. The 
subsequent development of the parcel as a camping and recreation site beginning in the second decade of 
the twentieth century, however, produced a series of landscape and structural changes that reflected the 
emergence of the White Mountains as a tourism destination. These changes are directly applicable to 
NHDHR Historic Context 81 - New Hampshire State Parks, Sites, and Forests and, to a lesser extent, 
NHDHR Historic Context 73 - Summer and Vacation Home Tourism. 
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A group of five buildings and the foundation remains of the Willey House, located on the west side of Rt. 
302, form the functional center of the study area and serve as the focal point of the visitor experience. All 
of the buildings are oriented east towards the roadway and are organized in a symmetrical, rectilinear 
arrangement on a terraced lawn. The terraces are retained behind low walls constructed of a mixture of 
un-coursed granite and rhyolite rubblestone. The largest of these walls may have had its origins in the 
construction of the Willey House, but has since been expanded to create the lawn.  
 
The Willey House Foundation (ca. 1793) is set in the southeast corner of the lawn (see Photograph 3-4). 
The exposed upper courses of three of the Willey House foundation walls, in combination with the terrace 
retaining wall, frame a small sunken lawn. The foundation itself appears to be reconstructed but a review 
of late nineteenth-century photographs showing the Willey House and Hotel indicate it is in the correct 
location. These photographs also show a 
one-story ell off the back of the house and 
at least one photograph also shows a barn 
off the north end of the ell in the 
approximate location of the extant Tourist 
Information Center (ca. 1930). The 
Restaurant Building (ca. 1924) is built over 
the location of the Willey House Hotel. 
Evidence of foundation stones are present 
under the building (Photograph 5-1), 
although their integrity cannot be fully 
determined at this time. A review of utility 
maps for the study area indicate that to the 
west and north of the Willey House 
Foundation in the grassy terrace is a leech 
field and buried septic tanks (filled in the 
1970s), respectively. A vent for the leech 
field can be seen in Photograph 3-4.   
 
Set on a slope at the rear of the visitor 
complex is a large rock outcrop known as the Willey Boulders, marked with a modern-period wooden 
sign (see Photograph 3-5).  Adjacent to the outcrop is the foundation of a former well house. This small 
plank-formed concrete structure is now topped with a pressure-treated wood observation deck. A trail 
from the terrace has been cut up to the slope to afford visitors access to the boulders and observation 
deck. South of the visitor buildings is a picnic area. This is set on a grassy, rock-strewn, irregular slope 
and accessed via a gravel drive that runs north-south through the picnic sites. North of the core visitor 
complex are two employee residences, the Help Quarters (ca. 1950) and the Manager’s Cabin (ca. 1950), 
accessed via a gravel cul-de-sac driveway that crosses a small brook on a low deck bridge. This area was 
likely cleared and/or graded when these two cabins were constructed (see Photograph 3-3). There is a 
steep slope directly behind these cabins. 
 
The visitor complex section of the study area, including the location of the Managers Cabin and Help 
Quarters, has been assigned moderate archaeological sensitivity for post-contact period resources dating 
to the development of the site as a lodging and recreation complex during the late nineteenth century into 
first half of the twentieth century (Figure 5-2). While there have been numerous utility, sewage, and 
building alterations to the complex over the past 100 years, those alterations are directly linked to 
development of the site as a state park. There is the potential for the preservation of earlier landscape and 
structural features associated with that development including buried or re-aligned roads, pathways, or 
parking lots; former outbuildings, camp locations, or utility installations; and discrete refuse deposits that 
could provide important information about the transition of the property from a summer hotel destination  

Photograph 5-1. Possible foundation stones from the 
Willey House Hotel under the current Restaurant
Building, view northwest, Willey House Site, Crawford
Notch State Park. 
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Figure 5-1. Pre-contact period archaeological sensitivity map, Willey House Site study area, Crawford Notch State Park.
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Figure 5-2. Post-contact period archaeological sensitivity map, Willey House Site study area, Crawford Notch State Park.
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in the mid nineteenth century to an overnight motor-court for automobile campers in the early twentieth 
century. 
 
The landslide and subsequent cleanup likely destroyed any evidence of the earlier historic period 
occupation of the site, specifically that of the iconic Willey tenure. Two areas, however, are assigned high 
post-contact period archaeological sensitivity for that earlier period. The first location is the small area 
around the Willey House Foundation that was spared the devastation of the landslide. The extant 
landscape appears consistent with late nineteenth-century photographs, and may contain belowground 
deposits associated with the house and hotel. The areas of the ell and barn likely were substantially 
disturbed if not completely destroyed  by the installation of the Bathroom building (1970) and associated 
leech field and the construction of the Tourist Information Building (1930) and septic tanks, and as such 
are unlikely to contain deposits dating from that period. 
 
The area under the current Restaurant Building is also assigned high post-contact period archaeological 
sensitivity. The presence of possible foundation stones relating to the Willey House Hotel are visible in 
the area where the building is built on wood posts and stone footings. Intact deposits relating to the Hotel 
may also be present in this area.    
 
South of the visitor buildings is a second parking lot and picnic area. The picnic area is set on a grassy, 
rock-strewn, irregular slope and accessed via a gravel drive that runs north-south through the picnic sites 
(see Photograph 3-6). The picnic tables are sited along the hillside on small terraces that are former cabin 
locations. From the picnic area, down a steep slope, is the asphalt parking lot which is set between the 
picnic area and Rt. 302. This area is assigned low post-contact period archaeological sensitivity due to 
park development and the steepness of the hillside (see Figure 5-2).     
 
East of Route 302 the land slopes gradually down from the road to the Saco River. A nineteenth-century 
stable/barn formerly was located in the general location of the current parking lot before being removed in 
1920, and a second carriage house (?) structure is shown south of the extant dam structure on a  late 
nineteenth-century image of the property(see Figure 4-4). It is possible that structural elements associated 
with one or both buildings may survive in their respective locations that could provide concerning the 
function of the buildings, particularly as they relate to the Willey House Hotel period about which there is 
little surviving above-ground evidence. 
 
 The Willey House Dam (State Dam No. 110.01) is an approximately 220 foot-long wood and concrete 
structure that creates an approximate 5-foot fall, exclusive of stoplogs (see Photograph 3-7). Archival 
research indicates the dam has been rebuilt (1927), replaced (1946, 1980) and upgraded (1996) at least 
four times since it was built in the early 1920s. Very little information is available on this dam or its 
purpose (John Daly, senior PAL Industrial Historian, personal communication). There is a possibility that 
earlier dam structural remains may survive within the existing structure and, as such, the area has been 
assigned moderate post-contact period sensitivity.    
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CHAPTER SIX 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
 
 
Despite many years of landscape disturbances associated with the development of the Willey House Site 
as a state park and recreation destination, the Phase IA archaeological assessment identified several areas 
of moderate to high pre- and post-contact archaeological sensitivity within the designated study area. 
Moderate pre-contact archaeological sensitivity has been assigned to two areas east of Route 302 and 
north of the dam. These relatively level terraces contain sandy, well-drained soils and would have 
presented attractive camp site locations for Archaic and Woodland Period Native American populations 
traveling down the Saco River or on foot through the Notch. Low pre-contact archaeological sensitivity 
was assigned to the remaining portions of the study area due to the likelihood that they have been heavily 
disturbed through both natural (landslides and flooding) and manmade (park development and landscape 
improvements) processes. 
 
Moderate post-contact archaeological sensitivity also has been assigned to the core visitor complex for its 
potential to contain archaeological deposits associated with the evolution of the site as a summer hotel 
destination in the mid nineteenth century to an overnight motor-court for automobile campers in the early 
twentieth century. In this instance, the landscape and structural alterations to the property associated with 
that evolution are more properly considered as mechanisms for the creation, rather than destruction, of 
potentially significant archaeological deposits including, but not limited to, buried or re-aligned roads, 
pathways, or parking lots; former outbuildings, camp locations, or utility installations; and discrete refuse 
deposits.  
 
These later landscape changes, however, did have the effect or largely destroying the archeological 
signature of earlier occupations of the property with several important exceptions.  The extant landscape 
immediately surrounding the remains of Willey House Foundation was spared the devastation of the 
landslide and is consistent in appearance with late nineteenth-century photographs of the area. 
Consequently, that location has been assigned high archaeological sensitivity for containing landscape, 
structural, and artifact deposits associated with the former house and hotel. Similarly, possible structural 
evidence of the Willey House Hotel foundation was noted under the current Restaurant Building and that 
area has been assigned high post-contact period archaeological sensitivity for containing additional 
structural and artifact data associated with that period. Finally, moderate archaeological sensitivity has 
been assigned to portions of the study area sandwiched between Route 302 and the Saco River for 
containing structural remains associated with a former barn, carriage house, and dam structure. 
 
Management Recommendations  
 
This report is intended as planning tool for NHDPR as it moves forward in its proposed redevelopment 
plans for the Willey House Site. As future project plans become formalized, PAL recommends that the 
NHDPR consult with the NHDHR concerning potential construction impacts within areas assigned 
moderate and high archaeological sensitivity so that an appropriate archaeological scope-of-work may be 
developed (as necessary). In the event that proposed project impacts exceed the study area as delineated 
in this report, additional Phase IA survey may be required. Additionally, any project plans involving 
remodeling or restoration of the current Restaurant Building and Willey House Dam should consider the 
possible presence of intact archaeological remains related to the nineteenth-century Willey House Hotel 
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and earlier historic structural dam remains so that potentially significant archaeological (or architectural) 
resources are not impacted during project-related construction activities.  
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1. Type of Area Form 

 Town-wide:  

 Historic District:  

 Project Area:  

2. Name of area: Jericho Mountain State Park 

3. Location: Jericho Mountain Road, off NH 

110 

4. City or town: Berlin 

5. County: Coos 

6. USGS quadrangle name(s): Mt. Crescent, 

NH 1:24000; Berlin, NH 1:24000; West 

Milan, NH 1:24000; Milan, NH 1:24000 

7. Dataset: SP Feet, NAD83 

8. SP Feet (approximately): see Location Map 

Jericho Mountain tract: 

 

Head Pond tract: 

 

9. Inventory numbers in this area: 
 N/A 

10. Setting: Large, mountainous wooded park 

with small lake and beach, off-road vehicle 

trails, campground and events center 

11. Acreage: approximately 7,800 acres 

12. Preparer(s): Lynne Monroe, Kari Laprey, 

Reagan Ruedig 

13. Organization: Preservation Company 

14. Date(s) of field survey: April 2022 
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15.  Location Map 
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16.  Sketch Map  
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17.  Methods and Purpose 

The following NHDHR Historic District Area Form for Jericho Mountain State Park was prepared for 

the New Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation in 2022 to document the development of the 

park and evaluate its eligibility for the National Register.  Jericho Mountain State Park is New 

Hampshire’s newest park, opened in 2007 as an off-highway recreational vehicle (OHRV) riding area.  

Within the park, Jericho Lake was dammed in 1969-70 and the City of Berlin beach facilities opened 

nearly fifty years ago in 1975.   

The area form addresses the entire park, including the lake and surroundings, and the two large forest 

tracts of thousands of acres.  Most of the large park was historically timberland, logged in the early 

2000s before the State acquired it.  The survey of historic resources focuses on Jericho Lake, the oldest 

developed part of the park and the location of proposed campground expansion.   

Fieldwork was conducted in the spring of 2022.  Research sources included the Division of Parks and 

Recreation files, Coos County deeds, oral history, historic topographic maps, and aerial photos.   

 

18.  Geographical Context 

Jericho Mountain State Park is located off NH Route 110 about four miles northwest of downtown 

Berlin.  The park occupies a large area in the middle of Berlin, west of the city center and east of the 

White Mountain National Forest. It includes two large parcels of land.  The 6000+ acre Jericho 

Mountain tract southwest of NH 110 contains the beach and day-use area and the main trail network.  

The 1,669-acre Head Pond tract on the opposite side of NH 110 is connected by an off-road vehicle 

right-of-way.  Jericho Lake is about a mile west of NH 110 via Jericho Lake Road.  The artificial lake 

was formed by a dam built 1969-70.  The park on the northern shore dates to ca. 1975.  A large new 

visitor center overlooks the beach.  The campground, rebuilt ca. 2012, fills the area between the 

curving access road and the dam emergency spillway.  A flat open grassy area nearby is the event 

grounds that opened ca. 2010.  The Caron Camp at the far western edge of the park was a previously 

private cabin on leased land acquired by the State in 2012.  

Jericho Lake covers roughly 127 acres, impounded by an earthen dam at its east end.  It was created 

from a natural wetland along Jericho Brook at an elevation of 1,417 feet above sea level.  The brook 

forms near Berlin’s southern border on the slope of Black Crescent Mountain and flows northerly 

through the middle of the park land, before turning east toward the Dead River.  The dam was built in 

1969-70 as Dead River Site No. 1 to provide flood control by creating a reservoir to store runoff from 

the surrounding hills.   The lake is roughly a quarter-mile across and two-thirds of a mile long.  Jericho 

Brook exits via an outlet pipe in the middle of the embankment at the east end of the lake.  The stream 

flows east and northeast through a wooded area south of the park access road.   It becomes the Dead 

River in the broad flat valley near NH Route 110 and flows southeast for 3.5 miles to the Androscoggin 

in downtown Berlin.  Nearly flat or “dead,” for most of its course, the Dead River drops 40' in the last 

half mile. The State Park spans a watershed divided.  North of NH Route 110, Head Pond at an 

elevation of 1075 feet, drains north into the North Branch Upper Ammonoosuc River.  NH Route 110 

is an east-west highway, connecting NH Route 16 at Berlin in the Androscoggin Valley with US Route 

3 in the Connecticut River Valley.   The St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad, formerly the Grand Trunk 

Railway is roughly parallel.    

Jericho Mountain State Park surrounds Jericho Lake, and the wooded hilly land extends south for over 

three miles.  The park contains the western slopes of Jericho Mountain.  The peak (elevation 2454') is 

just east of the park boundary.  Originally called Black Mountain, the name was changed in the 1930s 
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to avoid duplication, at the request of the USGS.  Jericho Mountain has five wind turbines erected in 

2014.  Sugar Mountain (2,449') is at the southeast corner of the park.  Black Crescent Mountain (3264') 

and the Crescent Range rise south of the park in the town of Randolph.  Immediately west of Jericho 

Mountain State Park, the White Mountain National Forest (WMNF) covers the entire western part of 

Berlin.   

 

19.  Historical Background 

The mountainous terrain around Berlin was historically used as timberland for the industries located 

in the downtown along the Androscoggin River.  Berlin’s development as an industrial and 

commercial center of the Great North Woods region began with the construction of sawmills in the 

mid-nineteenth century.  The Berlin Mills Company was established in 1868 and production of wood 

pulp and paper manufacturing began in the 1870s-80s.  The population center and the main road (now 

NH 16) was on the Androscoggin River in the eastern part of town.   NH Route 110 was an early 

highway but was unsettled except for sawmills on the upper reaches of the Dead River and one at the 

falls on Jericho Brook.  The Grand Trunk Railway, built across the northern part of the state in the 

early 1850s, parallels NH 110 above Berlin.  Berlin’s population boomed in the late nineteenth century, 

and it became a city in 1897.  In the early twentieth century, the Berlin Mills, renamed Brown 

Company during WWI, was one of the world’s largest pulp and paper companies, and the city had a 

population of over 20,000 people.  In the surrounding mountains, logging was the main activity.  The 

paper company owned millions of acres of timberland.  Thousands of men worked in the woods during 

the winters cutting and hauling the wood.   

The White Mountain National Forest land in Berlin was acquired by the government ca. 1917.  The 

WMNF contains York Pond, the head of the West Branch Upper Ammonoosuc River, which is the 

location of the Berlin Fish Hatchery and the Barry Conservation Camp.  A water pipeline with a jeep 

trail along it runs across the park south of the lake from the Godfrey Dam reservoir, built ca. 1920 as 

city water supply.   The water treatment built in the 1990s is east of the park, off of NH Route 110.  

The Jericho Mountain area was included in the proposed boundaries of the National Forest in the 

1910s, and it shows that way on some maps, but it remained in private ownership.   

The paper mills suffered during the Depression.  In 1935, Brown Company filed for bankruptcy and 

reorganized under new owners.  Logging continued to provide the softwood pulp logs.  Aerial photos 

show there were logging roads in the Jericho area including the origins of the park access road.   Major 

flooding in 1927, 1936 and 1953 damaged the mills and infrastructure along the Dead River and the 

Androscoggin.   

Dead River Dam No. 1 

Jericho Lake was created for flood prevention, with the added benefit of recreation, where there was 

previously only forest.  The lake was designed to store large volumes of runoff for slow release.  The 

lake impounds a drainage area of 6.5 square miles at the head of the Dead River on Jericho Brook.  

Flood control was necessary to allow for development of land in the Dead River flood plain on the 

outskirts of the downtown, including industrial sites on NH 110 and a new high school.   The Dead 

River project was one of many flood control projects in New Hampshire built under the Watershed 

Protection and Flood Control Act (P.L. 84-566) of 1954.  Public Law 87-703 of 1962 enabled cost 

sharing with local entities, like the City of Berlin, that agreed to develop and manage the reservoirs 

for other purposes like fish and wildlife habitat and recreation.  There was a lack of water-based 

recreational facilities in the region because of the industrial use of the Androscoggin River, and the 

nearest lakes are over twenty miles away.  Planning for the Dead River project began in 1965.  Soil 
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testing was done in December 1966.  The Brown Company donated the nearly 300 acres of land for 

the lake and its surroundings, shortly before its assets were taken over by Gulf and Western and then 

the James River Corporation.  The St. Laurent family and C.N. Hodgdon Co. gave land along the 

access road.  Plans were completed in 1968.  The dam and impoundment were designed by the Soil 

Conservation Service of the US Department of Agriculture, now the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, which built thousands of dams nationwide.  Excavation and construction took place in 1969-

70.  The federal share of funding for Phase I was $500,000 and the local share $175,000 (Berlin 

Historical Society clippings binder).  The land at the north end of the dam, where the campground and 

parking areas were later built, was cleared for construction staging. The original road was south of the 

event grounds, coming right up to the dam.  The rest of the newly created shoreline was wooded 

(NETROnline 1972).   

Jericho Lake Park 

Development of a swimming beach and recreation area was Phase II of the project.  Plans for the Dead 

River Watershed Recreation Area were drawn in 1971 by Wright, Pierce, Barnes & Wyman engineers 

of Topsham, Maine (NH Division of Parks and recreation files).  The plans were approved in the 

spring of 1972.  Funding for construction of the recreational facilities and access road was delayed 

another year or two, because not all city councilors approved of the spending at a time when the local 

industries were in decline and the population was shrinking (Berlin Historical Society clippings 

binder).   

The summer of 1975 saw the opening of the new municipal park.  There were about 9,000 visitors the 

first year.  The official dedication was held on August 25, 1975. Governor Meldrim Thomson gave 

the keynote speech.  Construction of Jericho Lake Road was ongoing in 1976 and landscaping 

continued for several years according to City Reports.  The park was used by families and for public 

events, such as the first Olde Time Picnic, held in 1977.   A campground opened in 1977 where the 

present one is now.  It was available to city residents and groups.  A reported 94 campers used it in 

1978, when the park had a total of 6,300 visitors.  Parking lot improvements in 1983 may have 

involved grading of the beach lot where picnic area was originally planned.  The picnic pavilion was 

used for group rentals.  Senior picnics were regular events.   Day camp programs were held at the park 

during the 1990s.  The dam was maintained by the City of Berlin under inspection by the NH Dam 

Bureau.  Barricade fences were installed in the 1990s to prevent vehicles driving on top of the dam.  

The City of Berlin saw economic uncertainly and budget cuts in the early 2000s.  Park usage declined.  

In 1999 only three groups rented the shelter, nine attendees were reported at the senior picnics and a 

similar number used the campground according to the city report.   

The local pulp and paper mills continued under a series of owners on a reduced scale.  The population 

declined by almost 5,000 people between 1970 and 2000.  Frasier Paper operated the Burgess Mill 

until 2006, and then only the Cascade paper mill in Gorham remained in operation.  Timberland 

formerly owned by the Brown Company was sold off.  Land in the Jericho Lake area was acquired in 

2003 by Scott A. and Thomas R. Dillon, then of Maine.  T.R. Dillon Logging Company supplied the 

last of the area pulp mills, harvesting the timber including by clear-cutting.  During the timber 

harvesting process many gravel roads and landing areas were developed.  During the same period, 

land on Jericho Mountain was cleared and roads built for the construction of the first wind turbines in 

the state in 2006.  The logging roads and existing trails were used by off-road vehicles and 

snowmobiles.   
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Jericho Mountain State Park 2006-present 

The importance of recreation to the local economy increased with the closure of the mills in the early 

2000s.  Demand for a park with high quality trails for off road vehicles led the State to begin planning 

for an off highway recreational vehicle (OHRV) riding area.  State lawmakers charged the New 

Hampshire Bureau of Trails with locating sites for improved ATV and snowmobile trails.  In 2003, a 

plan for developing a statewide trail system was completed.  In 2004, representatives from the 

Department of Resources and Economic Development (NHDRED) and the City of Berlin met to 

discuss expanding off road vehicle recreational opportunities in the Berlin area that would draw private 

investment and businesses.  Mayor Danderson is credited with the idea of a park incorporating the 

underutilized city beach and surrounding timberland.  In 2006, the Dillon Company provided two 

tracts of land of 5,525 and 1,669 acres, and a 6.6 mile, 30-foot-wide trail easement to connect them 

(Deed 1161:975).  The cost was $2,160,000, payable over five years.  Dillon retained the right to 

harvest timber for four years and logging continued (Berlin Historical clippings binder).  The City of 

Berlin turned Jericho Lake on 293 acres and another ten-acre parcel over to the State in 2007, retaining 

the right of Berlin residents to use the beach free of charge.  The deed was recorded in 2008 (Deed 

1238:415).  

The NH Bureau of Trails and local volunteers developed approximately fourteen miles of OHRV 

trails, mainly from existing gravel logging roads during the first year.  Since then, there have been 

ongoing improvements for a total of over eighty miles of trails.  The Head Pond area opened in 2010.  

The park is used by ATVs, all-terrain vehicles also known as 4-wheelers or quads, UTV utility vehicles 

or side-by-sides, trail bikes, trucks, jeeps and snowmobiles.  The trail system is operated and supported 

by the Androscoggin Valley ATV Club and by the White Mountain Ridge Runners Snow Machine 

Club.  The NH Bureau of Trails assists with maintenance.  Trailside buildings, including lookout 

shelters and two pit toilets, were built ca. 2010, and a warming hut in 2012.  The ATV event center 

with mud pit was developed ca. 2010 and enlarged in 2012.  The first jeep/ 4 x 4 truck trail was built 

in 2015 by the North Woods Off Road Club.  Park trails connect to the vast regional trail network.  A 

connector trail on local roads between Jericho and the Success Pond ATV trails was created by the 

City of Berlin in 2009.  In 2014, Berlin opened its downtown streets to ATVs.  

State Park facilities were expanded.  The visitor center was built 2010-11 with a grant from the Land 

and Water Conservation Fund.  The building was constructed by local high school students in the 

vocational arts program and named for former Berlin Mayor Robert Danderson who was active in 

formation of the State Park.  It contains offices and equipment storage, restrooms, information, and 

concessions.   A new septic system was installed in 2012.  The campground was redeveloped in 2012 

reusing some of the sites and paths of the 1970s layout.  Cabins were built followed by two shelters 

and pit toilets.  In 2012, the State purchased an additional eleven acres east of the day use and 

campground areas from the lumber company (Deed 1357:624).  Another 266 acres, in several parcels, 

was added to the eastern edge of the park.  A Land and Water Conservation Fund grant was received 

in 2014 for construction of a new bathhouse.  It was completed in 2016 with toilets, showers, laundry 

facilities, dishwashing station, and park store.   

 

20.  Applicable NHDHR Historic Context(s) 

404. Logging, lumbering and sawmills, 1620-present.  

606. Winter recreation and the ski industry, 1890-present. 

608. Outdoor recreation in New Hampshire.  

611. New Hampshire State Parks, Sites and Forests 
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902. Engineering in New Hampshire, 1623-present 

1100. Local government, 1630-present. 

 

21.  Architectural Description and Comparative Evaluation 

Jericho Mountain State Park is primarily wooded with an extensive network of gravel roads and trails.  

Park access is via Jericho Lake Road an asphalt road from NH Route 110.  A traditional wooden New 

Hampshire State Park sign marks the entrance.  NH 110 is a rural two-lane highway with scattered 

mid to late twentieth century residences, industries and construction companies, and modern 

businesses related to off road vehicles.  Jericho Lake Road winds southwest through wooded land to 

the park headquarters at Jericho Lake.  The only access to the Head Pond tract northeast of NH 110 is 

by off-road vehicle on a connector trail across private land, known as St. Laurent Road and Head Pond 

Road.  State-owned land includes several parcels.  Jericho Lake and perimeter, totaling 293 acres is 

407-10, formerly owned by the City of Berlin.   Parcel 407-3.3 is the main Jericho Mountain parcel.  

A landlocked parcel that was once WMNF land (416-1) contains 100+ acres acquired by the State in 

2014.  The Head Pond Tract on the northern side of the highway is 402-32.10, 1505 acres and 402-31, 

164 acres.  

Jericho Lake is bounded on the east by a raised earthen dam.  The beach is an artificial sandy area in 

a cove within a point of land on the northern shore.  Picnic sites are scattered on the uphill side of the 

beach, accessed from a gravel parking lot.  The visitor center is on the hill overlooking the beach and 

the main parking lot is to the north.  The bathhouse at the east end of the beach serves the day use area 

and the campground.  The campground fills the area north of the dam.  The event grounds are below 

the dam at the east edge of the developed park.   

The current trail network was developed beginning in 2006.  There were logging roads and trails used 

by off-road vehicles predating the state park.  The oldest existing trail is the Pipeline Trail along the 

1920s water pipeline that crosses the park to the Godfrey Dam in the WMNF. There were early 20th 

century trails up the east side of Jericho Mountain from near downtown Berlin.  USGS maps show the 

Jericho Trail continued across the present park land, but not much of it remains in use.  The Lake Loop 

dates from construction of the lake and dams.  Bufford’s Way and Moose Road pre-date the state park.   

Brook Road, formerly Godfrey Dam Road developed in the 1970s-80s according to aerial views and 

Turbine Road also dates to that period.   

Visitor Center, 2010-11, Photos 7-9  

A large 1½-story building with exposed basement level is set on the hillside overlooking the beach 

area between the two parking lots.  The entrance is on the north elevation from the main parking lot.  

The building is clad in natural wood shingles and trimmed with white boards.  The roof is green 

standing seam metal.  Porches on square posts span the east and south sides and a gable roof shelters 

the front entry.  A wooded area was cleared for the building’s construction. The large parking lot 

location is as built ca. 1975.  It was expanded to the north and west ca. 2012.  A new central kiosk 

installed ca. 2015 has tourist information and interpretive signage.  The structure is white with a tan 

shingled hip roof.  A traditional state park kiosk with trail maps and notices stands at the edge of the 

lot.   

Toll Booth, 2011, Photo 10 

A small ticket booth it the corner of the beach parking lot and picnic area entrance is a one-room 

building with overhanging front porch.  The walls are wood shingles stained dark brown with green 

trim.  The roof is green asphalt shingle.  A nearby kiosk has an overhanging gable roof.   



 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page 9 of 51 
last update 06.2015 
 

AREA FORM   Jericho Mountain State Park (BER0084) 
 
 

Picnic Area, Beach and Playground, 1975, Photos 2, 10-13, 16-20 

The location and layout of the beach area are as designed in 1971 and completed in 1975.  The beach, 

play area, picnic shelter and wooded picnic area and location of the bathhouse are part of the original 

design.  The present beach parking lot was designed as picnic area according to the plan but was used 

as parking by the 1980s.  The rest of the picnic area retains scattered picnic sites with new picnic tables 

and modern fireplaces.  New gravel paths were installed in recent years for accessibility.  The sand 

beach is roughly 290' long with 240' of shoreline and 65'-70' wide.  North of the beach is a mown grass 

play area.  There is a horseshoe pit at the far end.  The two metal swing sets may date to the 1970s.   

Picnic Shelter (“Pavilion”), 1975, Photos 17-18 

A group shelter is in a small clearing at the west edge of the picnic area.  It was part of the original 

1970s design with improvements in the 1980s.  The structure has a hip roof supported on square posts 

with diagonal knee braces.  The roof frame is exposed and covered with green corrugated fiberglass 

sheets.  The floor is a concrete slab.  The northern end of the building is enclosed with plywood walls.  

There is a group charcoal grill on an older concrete base nearby.   

Bathhouse, 2016, Photos 13, 14  

A new bathhouse was opened in 2016.  The architect was Kyle Barker of Warrenstreet Architects.  

The placement east and footprint are similar to the original bathhouse built ca. 1975.  It had a broad 

gable roof and a front porch facing the lake.  The walls were board and batten, stained dark red, and 

the roofs and gable ends were clad in translucent green corrugated sheets.  The new building is clad in 

natural wood shingles and has white trim.  The gable roof is green standing seam metal and topped by 

a ventilator cupola.  A store window is located at one end facing the picnic area and outside stainless-

steel dishwashing sinks are sheltered by an overhanging porch on the campground end.   

Boat launch, 1975, Photos 21-22 

The boat launch is west of the beach where the paved park road ends and Lake Loop Trail begins.  A 

concrete launch slopes into the water.  Trailer parking is parallel to the road.  The nearby shoreline has 

a seasonal dock for canoes and kayaks.   

Dead River Site 1 Dam, 1969-70, Photos 3-4, 24-30 

The dam at the east end of the lake is a 2,760-foot-long, 46.5-foot-high earthen embankment with 

uncontrolled spillways.  The 100-foot-wide auxiliary spillway crest is set approximately 9 feet below 

the crest of the embankment.  Reservoir flow is discharged through the principal spillway until the 

pool level reaches the auxiliary spillway crest. The auxiliary spillway is an open channel vegetated 

area.  The pond drainpipe conduit is controlled by a gate in the reinforced concrete riser intake 

structure.  The principal spillway outlet conduit is a 42-inch diameter pre-stressed concrete pipe, 

approximately 205 feet long and supported by a concrete cradle.  The west end of the lake is formed 

by a 1,685-foot-long dike or levee (Gannett Fleming 2016).  The dam has grassy slopes on both sides 

and a dirt trail across the top.   

Campground, 1977/2012, Photos 3-4, 31-41 

The campground is accessed from Jericho Lake Road opposite the visitor center.  The layout of paths 

is similar to the 1970s plan.  Jericho Lake Road built ca. 1975, curves around the campground on three 

sides.  The emergency spillway and dam are to the south.  The gravel roads and parking spaces were 

rebuilt in 2012.  There are twenty sites including cabins, two shelters, nine RV sites and four tent sites.  

Each has a new picnic table and fire ring.   
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Cabins, 2012, Photos 33, 34, 38 

Five identical cabins are visible on a 2013 aerial on sites 3, 4, 7, 8 and 9.  The one-room buildings 

have gable roofs extending to shelter a front porch.  The walls are log siding, stained dark brown, with 

green trim.  The roofs are green standing seam metal.   

Shelters, 2014, Photos 32. 37  

The two Adirondack type shelters have exposed framing and overhanging roofs clad in wood shingles.  

The walls are T-111 stained dark brown.   

Event Grounds, 2010, Photos 42-44 

A flat area below the dam emergency spillway was cleared of trees and leveled into an event site with 

a central mud pit in 2010.  It was expanded to the east in 2012.  The grass and dirt area has lights and 

electrical boxes for vendors.  Access is from Jericho Lake Road via the original dam access road.   

Trailside buildings, 2010, 2012  

The outlying areas of the park were not surveyed or photographed.  There are two remote pit toilets 

built in 2009 or 2010.  Remote picnic shelters, built ca. 2010, are located on Buford’s Way and the 

Scenic View Trail.  There is also a warming hut, built ca. 2012.   

Camps/Cabins, ca. 1970 

There are two remote cabins within the park, which were built independently and unrelated to the state 

park context.  The Caron Camp, now owned by the State, was formerly privately owned and originally 

accessed from the WMNF side via the Kilkenny Loop Road.  The Godfrey Dam Road, now the Caron 

Loop was extended later.  Historic aerials suggest the building was built at that time, in the late 1960s-

ca. 1970 (NETROnline).  There is also a ca. 1970 cabin on a privately owned parcel on the Camp 

Loop Road.   

Comparative Evaluation 

The Great North Woods Region has nothing comparable to this early 2000s state park with off road 

vehicle facilities.  The Jericho Lake Park area created by the City of Berlin in the 1970s has features 

common to other state parks, with parking, picnic area, sand beach, picnic shelter and a bathhouse.  

Older state parks in the region include Milan Hill State Park, a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 

era park including a fire tower and picnic area opened in 1939, with added campground.  Moose Brook 

State Park south of Berlin, in Gorham, was built by the CCC in the 1930s and opened in 1936 as one 

of the first supervised camping areas in the state.  Forest Lake State Park in Dalton was also built by 

the CCC.  More recent parks are Coleman State Park, established in 1956 when the state purchased a 

private family camp complex in Stewartstown.  Lake Francis State Park in Pittsburg dates to 1976 and 

the campground opened ca. 1981.   

Dead River Dam No. 1 is typical of flood control dams designed by the Soil Conservation Service, 

now NRCS.  The Dead River project was one of the smaller flood control projects in New Hampshire.  

There were eighteen total, including Baboosic Brook, Souhegan River, Baker River, Gale River, Bear 

Camp River, Upper Ammonoosuc and more.  The Baker River Watershed has seven dams built in the 

1960s-70s.  The Souhegan Watershed project consists of twelve dams built 1964-76.  Smaller 

individual dam projects like Jericho Lake include Oliverian Pond in East Haverhill and Basin Brook 

in Chatham.  Gunnison Lake in Goshen is 60-acres with a recreational area completed in 1983 in the 

Sugar River Watershed. 

 

 



 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page 11 of 51 
last update 06.2015 
 

AREA FORM   Jericho Mountain State Park (BER0084) 
 
 

22.  Statement of Significance 

There has been no previous architectural survey within the state park.  Properties along West Milan 

Road-NH 110 northwest of the park entrance were surveyed in 2004, but none were found eligible for 

the National Register.   

Jericho Lake Park within Jericho Mountain State Park was developed as a municipal park nearly fifty 

years ago.   At the time of survey, it is not fifty years old and does not have exceptional significance.  

Integrity for the 1975 picnic area and beach and the 1977 campground has been changed by 

construction of new buildings and reconstruction of roads and paths, so it no longer fully conveys the 

1970s historic associations.  The park does not represent the achievements of a historically important 

individual.  The original landscape design of the recreation area completed in 1975 is of interest for 

the overall layout of the beach, picnic area and boat launch, but many components have been added 

or replaced in recent years.  The Dead River Dam No. 1 that formed Jericho Lake was completed just 

over fifty years ago in 1970.  This was one of many such projects carried out in the 1960s-70s period, 

some of which were systems of multiple dams.  The dam is typical but not significant individually for 

its engineering.  

 

23.  Periods(s) of Significance 

N/A 

 

24.  Statement of Integrity 

Jericho Mountain State Park was developed in the early 2000s around a 1970s park and timberland.  

The lakefront municipal park dates to ca. 1975.  The lake with dam, beach and picnic area retain 

integrity of location and setting from that period, as do the access road and boat launch.  Design is 

evident in the placement of picnic area, playground, parking and swimming.  The new visitor center 

changed the park entrance patterns and operations.  The bathhouse and campground were rebuilt.  The 

setting of the lake is wooded hills.  A new trail system was created since 2006.  The original 

associations of City of Berlin with the beach area are no longer evident within the larger park.  The 

dam, lake and dike retain integrity of design, workmanship and materials from 1969-70.   

 

25.  Boundary Justification 

The inventoried resource is the entire Jericho Mountain State Park established 2006-07, but the field-

survey area was confined to the former Jericho Lake Park recreation area built nearly fifty years ago 

and the dam built in 1970.  That 293-acre parcel encompassing Jericho Lake and its perimeter is tax 

parcel 407-10.  This is the same land acquired by the City of Berlin in 1968 and transferred to the State 

of NH in 2007.  The large main Jericho Mountain State Park parcel is 407-3.3 bought by the State in 

2006.  Parcel 416-1 is a landlocked parcel in the middle, once WMNF land, owned by the State since 

2014.  In the middle of the park, a small parcel has a privately owned cabin built ca. 1970 on Camp 

Loop Road (410-1.10).  The eastern edge of the park was expanded in 2012, but Berlin tax maps have 

not been updated.  A portion of parcel 407-9 east of the lake on the south side of Jericho Lake Road 

and part of 402-15 north of the road are now owned by the State.  The Head Pond Tract of Jericho 

Mountain State Park, on the northeastern side of the highway, is comprised of parcel 402-32.1, 1505 

acres and 402-31, 164 acres, purchased by the State in 2006.  Adjacent parcels to the north and east 

are owned by a timber company and recently logged.  The wind power company is to the east on 410-
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5.  Some of the wind turbines are on land that is now a privately owned ATV park (407-9.10 and 410-

3).  The WMNF (408-1) borders Jericho Mountain State Park on the west. 

 

26.  Boundary Description 
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28. Surveyor’s Evaluation 
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 individuals    district   B  
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If this Area Form is for a Historic District: # of contributing resources:   

 # of noncontributing resources:   
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Historic Images 

 
Old bathhouse built ca. 1975, replaced 2016 (NH Division of Parks and Recreation)   
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Historic Maps 

 
1930’s USGS maps showing wooded wetland that became Jericho Lake (clockwise from top left: 1934 

Percy, NH quadrangle; 1934 Milan, NH quadrangle; 1937 Gorham, NH quadrangle; 1935 Mt. 

Washington, NH quadrangle) 
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1988 and 1995 USGS maps showing Jericho Lake and the park (clockwise from top left: 1995 West 

Milan, NH quadrangle; 1988 Milan, NH quadrangle; 1995 Berlin, NH quadrangle; 1995 Mount 

Crescent, NH quadrangle) 
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1971 Plan for Recreation Area (NH Division of Parks and Recreation) 

 

 
1993 Satellite view shows Jericho Lake Park beach, parking lots and campground under City of Berlin 

ownership (Google Earth) 



 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page 19 of 51 
last update 06.2015 
 

AREA FORM   Jericho Mountain State Park (BER0084) 
 
 

 

 
2009 satellite view before construction of visitor center, event area and reconstruction of campground 

(Google Earth) 

 

 
2013 satellite view showing new visitor center, event area and rebuilt campground (Google Earth) 
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Jericho Mountain State Park Day Use Area and Campground map (NH Division of Parks and 

Recreation) 
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1999 Satellite image before logging and wind turbines shows pre-existing trails (Google Earth) 
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2009 satellite image shows logging in the newly purchased State Park (Google earth) 
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2018 satellite view shows State Park trails and wind turbines (Google Earth) 
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2007 existing trails (Horizons Engineering 2007 for NH Bureau of Trails) 
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Jericho Mountain State Park, Jericho Mountain Tract trail map, updated 2019 (NH Bureau of Trails) 
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Jericho Mountain State Park, Head Pond Tract trail map, updated 2019 (NH Bureau of Trails) 
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Digital Photography Statement 

I, the undersigned, confirm that the photos in this inventory form have not been digitally manipulated and 

that they conform to the standards set forth in the NHDHR Photo Policy.  These photos were printed using 

the following: Dell H625 printer on archival paper.  The digital files are housed with Preservation 

Company in Kensington, NH. 

 

 

 

Lynne Emerson Monroe, Preservation Company 

 

 

Photo Keys 

 

Photo Key 1 showing locations of Photos 1, 28, and 29, and area of Photo Key 2 (Google Earth) 
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Photo Key 2 (map courtesy of SE Group) 
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Current Photographs 

Date taken: May 2022   
 

Overview 

 
Photo 1) Jericho Mountain State Park entrance on NH 110 Direction: W 

Reference (file name): PIC_2573 
 

 
Photo 2) Jericho Mountain State Park beach Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2645 
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Photo 3) Campground shoreline viewed from top of dam Direction: N 

Reference (file name): PIC_2648  
 

 
Photo 4) Dam from campground, showing emergency spillway area between Direction: S 

Reference (file name): PIC_2628 
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Photo 5) Looking south from beach toward park land extending up the Crescent Range Direction: S 

Reference (file name): PIC_2594 
 

 
Photo 6) Jericho Lake, looking west from the dam toward the Pilot Range Direction: W 

Reference (file name): PIC_2638 
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Visitor Center 

 
Photo 7) Upper parking lot and kiosks Direction: W 

Reference (file name): PIC_2661 
 
 

 
Photo 8) Robert A. Danderson Visitor Center built ca. 2011 Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2664 
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Photo 9) Visitor Center from beach parking lot Direction: NE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2579 
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Day Use Area 

 
Photo 10) Toll booth (ca. 2011) and beach parking lot, looking toward bathhouse Direction: SSE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2671 
 

 
Photo 11) Parking lot, looking toward picnic area and beach Direction: SSW 
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Reference (file name): PIC_2669 
 

 
Photo 12) Parking lot looking toward picnic shelter, road to boat launch at right Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2670  
                                        

 
Photo 13) Picnic area and paths, looking toward bathhouse Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2582 
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Photo 14) Bathhouse, built ca. 2016 Direction: NE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2608 
 
 

 
Photo 15) Picnic area looking toward beach with playground at right Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2580 
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Photo 16) Playground equipment and beach Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2590 

 

 
Photo 17) Picnic shelter, ca. 1975 Direction: W 

Reference (file name): PIC_2586 
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Photo 18) Picnic shelter Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2588 
 

 
Photo 19) Beach looking toward playground and picnic area Direction: E 

Reference (file name): PIC_2599 
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Photo 20) West end of beach Direction: WSW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2589 
 

 
Photo 21) Shoreline between beach and boat launch Direction: S 

Reference (file name): PIC_2577 
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Photo 22) Boat launch Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2574 
 

 
Photo 23) Gate at Lake Loop trail Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2575 
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Jericho Lake Dam – Dead River Dam 1 

 
Photo 24) Dam, built 1969-70 Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2613 
 

 
Photo 25) Dam, looking toward trail network on lower slopes of Jericho Mountain   Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2593  
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Photo 26) Dam fence and gate Direction: S 

Reference (file name): PIC_2633  
 

 
Photo 27) Dam, looking across the lake toward the trail network Direction: S 

Reference (file name): PIC_2637  
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Photo 28) Dam drop inlet spillway gate Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2640  
 

 
Photo 29) Dam outlet and Jericho Brook Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2639 
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Photo 30) Former dam access road from top of dam Direction: NE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2650 
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Campground 
 

 
Photo 31) Campground driveway Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2662 
 

 
Photo 32) Site 1 shelter, ca. 2014 Direction: S 

Reference (file name): PIC_2663 
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Photo 33) Site 3 cabin, ca. 2012 Direction: N 

Reference (file name): PIC_2622 
 

 
Photo 34) Site 4 cabin, ca. 2012 Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2620 
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Photo 35) Pit toilet, ca. 2013 Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2617 
 

 
Photo 36) Site 5 with dam at left Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2618 
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Photo 37) Site 6 with shelter, ca. 2014 Direction: E 

Reference (file name): PIC_2611 
 

 
Photo 38) Cabins 7, 8, 9, built ca. 2012 Direction: NE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2626 
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Photo 39) Pit toilet, ca. 2013 Direction: NE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2657 
 

 
Photo 40) Site 19 with access road in back Direction: NNE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2658 
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Photo 41) Site 20 with cabins in back Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2660 

 

Event Grounds 
 

 
Photo 42)  Event grounds looking toward Jericho Mountain Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2653 
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Photo 43) Mud pit area, installed ca. 2010 Direction: S 

Reference (file name): PIC_2652 
 

 
Photo 44) Event grounds, looking toward Mahoosuc Range on far side of Berlin Direction: E 

Reference (file name): PIC_2654 
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d1. Type of Area Form 

 Town-wide:  

 Historic District:  

 Project Area:  

2. Name of area: Mollidgewock State Park 

3. Location: NH Route 16/ Berlin Road on the 

Androscoggin River 

4. City or town: Errol 

5. County: Coos 

6. USGS quadrangle name(s): Teakettle 

Ridge, NH 

7. Dataset: SP Feet, NAD83 

8. SP Feet: (see sketch map) 

 

9. Inventory numbers in this area: 
 N/A 

10. Setting: Riverfront campsites in wooded 

mountainous area, adjacent to state 

highway 

11. Acreage: 46.5 acres 

12. Preparer(s): Lynne Monroe, Kari Laprey, 

Reagan Ruedig 

13. Organization: Preservation Company 

14. Date(s) of field survey: April 2022 
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15.  Location Map 

 
  

N 
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16.  Sketch Map 

 
Map courtesy of SE Group.  See campground map for more details.  
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17.  Methods and Purpose 

This NHDHR area form for Mollidgewock State Park was completed for New Hampshire Division of 

Parks and Recreation in 2022, to document the development of the park and evaluate its eligibility for 

the National Register of Historic Places.  Established ca. 1972, the campground is now fifty years old.  

It was privately-operated, on land leased from the timber companies, until it became a state park in 

1994.   

Fieldwork was conducted in the spring of 2022.  Research sources included the Division of Parks and 

Recreation files, oral history, deeds, newspaper articles from the Berlin and Coos County Historical 

Society, historic topographic maps and aerial photos.   

 

18.  Geographical Context 

Mollidgewock State Park is located on NH Route 16 and the Androscoggin River in the town of Errol.  

It is about twenty-eight miles north of the city of Berlin, in the New Hampshire Great North Woods 

Region, the northern tip of the state, between the White Mountains and Canada.  The border of Maine 

and the Rangeley Lakes Region lies about five miles to the east.  Errol Village is about three miles 

north of Mollidgewock State Park, near the junction of Routes 16 and 26, and the confluence of the 

Androscoggin and Clear Stream rivers.  NH Route 16 is the route through the White Mountains and 

up the Androscoggin River to its source in Maine.  NH Route 26 is a southeast-northwest route 

between the coast and Dixville Notch, the passage to the Upper Connecticut River Valley.  

Much of the eastern half of Errol is encompassed by the Lake Umbagog National Wildlife Refuge on 

the lake that straddles the Maine-New Hampshire border.  The Androscoggin River begins where the 

Magalloway River joins the outflow of Lake Umbagog.  It flows southerly in a winding course through 

Errol, Cambridge, Dummer, Milan, and Berlin, turning east toward Maine in Gorham.  The Errol Dam, 

upriver from the town center, was built in the nineteenth century to control the water flow downriver.  

NH Route 16-Berlin Road follows the western side of the valley through unoccupied forest.  NH Route 

16 is a two-lane road wooded on both sides except when closest to the riverbank.  The highway roughly 

parallels the river along the flat river terrace at the base of the steep wooded hillside.  NH Route 16 is 

a north-south road overall.  It bends east-west and turns south again with the course of the river.  

Mollidgewock State Park occupies a peninsula at a sharp bend in the river.  The park is a crescent-

shaped parcel between the highway and the river.  NH 16 curves around the hillside, at an elevation 

of about 1,300' above sea level.  The wooded park land slopes down to the flat open campground at 

an elevation of 1,224'.   The campground road on the narrow shelf of flat land at the base of the hillside 

is the original highway that was bypassed in the 1930s.  The entrance is at the northeast corner of the 

park, while a back entrance at the northwest corner is closed off.   

The campsites are near the river, along the northeast and southeast edges of the parcel.  Much of the 

campground is open land, affording views across the river valley.  The river is roughly 200'-300' wide 

here.  Directly opposite the southern point of the campground is the confluence of Mollidgewock 

Brook, a 12.6-mile-long stream that flows westerly and north into the Androscoggin.  Alternately 

spelled Molnichwock, the name means “very deep place” or possibly “ravine” (Huden 1963:120; 

Walling 1861).   Below the confluence is a deep spot on the river and then a stretch of rapids.  

Southwest of the park, the river and road bend around Jackknife Hill, which is the northern end of 

Rattlesnake Ridge.  Upriver from the confluence, the riverbank opposite the campground is a flat, 

wooded wetland.  The hills are covered with northern typical hardwood spruce and fir forest.  The 

Androscoggin River and the length of highway between Errol and Dummer are the Thirteen Mile 
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Woods Scenic Area, established in 1972.  The land surrounding Mollidgewock State Park is the 

Thirteen Mile Woods Community Forest, land acquired in 2005 by a federal, state, and local 

partnership to conserve working forest along the Androscoggin.   

 

19.  Historical Background 

Pre-history and Errol Settlement  

The valley of the Androscoggin River was used as a travel corridor by Native Americans.  The region 

offered excellent fishing, trapping and hunting.  Berlin was the location of a quarry for Rhyolite used 

for making stone tools.  Archaeological testing indicates that a camp site was located on the flat plain 

above the riverbank were Mollidgewock State Park is now.   A State Conservation and Rescue 

Archaeology Program (SCRAP) project in 2020 found a sparse scatter of Native American artifacts 

and a hearth feature.  Radiocarbon dating suggests Native Americans continued traditional activities 

in northern New Hampshire well into the eighteenth century.   

Northern New Hampshire saw no permanent Euro-American settlement until the end of the eighteenth 

century.  The first towns were established in the 1770s, but the settlers didn’t arrive to take up logging 

and farming until the early 1800s.   Erroll was settled around the time that today’s NH Route 26 was 

built ca. 1804 as the route between the coast at Portland, Maine, and the Upper Connecticut River 

Valley.  The town center developed where the best farmland was located on the Clear Stream River 

intervale (Walling 1861).  This was the only road through town.  There was no improved road up the 

Androscoggin north of Dummer until the late nineteenth century.  The wooded hills provided lumber 

for construction and sawmills operated locally.   

Lumbering and Log Drives, Berlin Mills/Brown Company, 1852-1932 

Timber harvesting increased after the Grand Trunk Railway was built through Berlin in the early 1850s 

allowing for transportation of forest products to coastal markets.  Sawmills were built in Berlin and 

elsewhere on the Androscoggin.  The river was used to float the logs downriver to the sawmills in 

Berlin and Gorham, and as far away as Lewiston, Maine.  A group of investors from Maine founded 

the Androscoggin Improvement Corporation to construct dams on the Rangeley Lakes and upper 

Androscoggin to control water flow for the log drives.  Each dam had a log sluice to allow passage.  

The Errol Dam was built in 1852 and rebuilt in 1887 after a flood.   

The Berlin Mills lumber company, later the Brown Company, was established in the 1860s and entered 

the wood pulp and paper business in the 1870s-80s.  The mills in Berlin and Gorham creating demand 

for soft wood like spruce.  The paper companies bought up large tracts of land throughout the region.  

Errol was a staging point for logging and log drives.  Berlin Road along the river though Errol, now 

NH Route 16, was completed in the 1880s where there had likely been some sort of path on the flat 

terrace all along (Hurd 1892; Bowers 1992).  Hundreds of men, many of them French-Canadian, 

worked in the woods during the winter months, living in company logging camps.  Logs were hauled 

to the riverbank by teams of horses and later by trucks and tractors and put into the river for spring log 

drives.  Logs were moved down the river in sections and a series of temporary camps were set up 

along the river.  The first stretch was Errol to Jackknife Hill in 13 Mile Woods (Wight 1967:441).  

Recreational activities, including hunting and fishing, began in late nineteenth century, bringing 

tourists to stay in lodges and camps on the lakes and ponds.  Lumber companies leased heir land for 

sporting camps, and local residents served as guides.  The Brown Company became the largest 

business, with thousands of employees, three factory complexes, and 4,250,000 acres of timberland.    
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1932-1972 Brown Company  

NH Route 16 was the East Side Road improved by the State as one of three north-south trunk line 

highways in the early twentieth century.  In 1932, the highway was rebuilt through Errol.  The old 

road along the riverbank was discontinued.  The new highway was farther uphill and smoothed the 

jackknife curve (see 1930 USGS map).  The old right-of-way that became the campground road was 

deeded by the State to the Brown Company (Deed 550:145), owner of all the surrounding land on both 

sides of the river.   

The Brown Company operated a fleet of trucks, cranes, and other heavy equipment.  Logs were trucked 

from the woods to water landings on the river (Wight 1967).  The Mollidgewock campground site may 

have been such a landing.  It was identified as Mollidgewock Landing on a plan from 1965 when paths 

led down to the “beach” on the point (NH Division of Parks and Recreation files).  Historic Brown 

Company photographs from January 1955 show the “pine landing at Mollidgewock” (Brown 

Company Collection).   USGS maps and aerial photos show open land along the old road and worn 

areas along the riverbank on the southwest side of the point (NETROnline).  The last log drive on the 

Androscoggin in Errol was in the early 1960s.  Larger trucks and improved highways made truck 

transport more economical (Hudson 2020).  The Brown Company sold to Gulf and Western in 1968, 

after which the mills and timberlands went through a series of owners and land and assets were 

gradually sold off.    

Recreational activities on the Androscoggin River, including fishing, canoeing and kayaking, 

increased after the last log drives in the 1960s.   Sections of old road and flat landing places along the 

river provided informal water access.   The State of New Hampshire established a roadside picnic area 

about two miles downriver from Mollidgewock State Park on land leased from the timber companies 

at a popular fishing and canoe launching spot in 1958.  To preserve the quality of the river and the 

state highway through this forested landscape, the Thirteen Mile Woods Scenic Area was established 

in 1972.  An easement from the lumber company landowners to the NH Department of Public Works 

and Highways gave the State authority to regulate land-use and development in an 11.4-mile-long 

corridor, from the river to a line 125' feet west of, and parallel to, NH 16.   

Mollidgewock Campground, ca. 1972-1994 

The riverbank had long been popular for informal overnight camping, which was difficult for the paper 

company landowners to regulate.  Furthermore, the 1972 scenic easement restricted camping except 

in authorized areas.  To address the issue, Errol resident Edward “Moose” Damp took on the job of 

managing the sites and creating a fee for use campground under a series of lease agreements with the 

timber companies and the State of New Hampshire (Cote 2022; NH Division of Parks and Recreation 

files).   

Edward Damp (1921-2009), who was from Pennsylvania, first came to New Hampshire while hiking 

the Appalachian Trail as a young man.  He worked for the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) out of 

Pinkham Notch in 1941-43.  During WWII, he served in the Army Air Corp’s 401st Bomb Group of 

the 8th Airforce as a navigator.  He and his wife Jean Newton, who met in the White Mountains, 

settled in her native Rhode Island after the war, and he worked as an airline navigator for TWA.  Moose 

Damp was an avid skier, hiker, bike rider and swimmer.  In 1961, they moved to North Conway with 

their children and opened a German restaurant on West Side Road (Old Hut Croo 2009).  He also 

operated Moose Campground, which was advertised through the AMC, and had primitive sites along 

the Saco River at the end of what is now called Justamere Road.   

Ed and Jean Damp moved north to Errol in 1973 or 73.  They purchased the Umbagog Restaurant in 

Errol village (Deed A5312), which he operated until about 1975 (Cote 2022).  The campground 
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became his primary focus after that.  The date of the original lease has not been identified.  Damp 

reported that he had operated the campground for twenty-two years when it was transferred to the 

State of NH in 1994, which would suggest he started immediately on his arrival in town.  He used the 

pre-existing road and flat open land with minimal development.  He built wooden picnic tables and 

made the original metal fire rings himself.  There were about forty campsites, six outhouses relocated 

at various times, and two water pumps.   

In 1975 or 76, Damp purchased two small log cabins and moved them to the site as the campground 

office and living quarters, for which he installed a well and septic tank (NH Division of Parks and 

Recreation files).  The log cabins came from Log Haven Campground in Millsfield, which is northwest 

of Errol toward Dixville Notch on Route 26.  They were part of a tourist cabin court on a circular 

driveway in front of a larger main cabin which is still standing north of the campground.  Log Haven 

Restaurant was built around 1990.  The original owners of Log Haven were Harold Theron “Ted” 

Baxter (1896-1982) and his wife Roberta.  They moved to Millsfield in the 1930s, from Massachusetts 

where he had worked as an auto mechanic (U.S. Census 1930, 1940).  The log cabins and rustic 

furnishings were all built by a friend who was a Native American (Cote 2022).  The campground was 

developed later.  Guy and Pauline Cote bought Log Haven campground and cabins in the early 1970s.  

A few years later, after Pauline started the Errol Restaurant in the village in 1974, they decided to give 

up the cabins.  The furniture was auctioned, and the buildings were sold and relocated nearby and 

elsewhere in 1975 or 76 (Cote 2022).  

The Damps lived just over the border in Magalloway Plantation, Maine, where they had a cabin (Cote 

2022).  The later timber company leases between Damp and the James River Corporation, which 

acquired the Brown Company assets, Pingree Associates and Henry S. Coe, included management of 

additional remote campsites elsewhere on the river, where camping had been taking place informally.  

The sites established by surveys in 1976 and 1978 included Round Pond, Sucker Brook, Jordan Brook, 

Mollidgewock Brook, Bog Brook, Magalloway, Mile Meadow, and Munn Pond.  The business was 

known as Thirteen Mile Woods Campgrounds.  It was open from May to October or November.  It 

was popular with anglers, hunters, and canoeists.  Damp paid ten percent of the gross receipts to the 

lumber company.  Camping was on a first come first served bases, but reservations could be made by 

phone (NH Division of Parks and Recreation files).    

The Damps bought back the Umbagog Restaurant through a foreclosure in the fall of 1979 and owned 

it a year or two with partners Luc and Louise Cote, who went on to establish the outdoor gear business, 

LL Cote.  After Jean Damp fell ill and died early in 1982, Edward Damp sold his Magalloway cabin 

and moved year round to the campground (Cote 2022).  He built an addition on the living quarters.  In 

1990, he married Giselle “Kitty” Sauvageau, a widow from Milan and Berlin.  They lived in Errol but 

began wintering in Florida and then moved to Sarasota.  Planning for the State to take over the 

campground began in the early 1990s (NH Division of Parks and Recreation files).   

A picnic shelter was erected in the campground ca. 1992 by the New Hampshire Timberland Owners 

Association (NHTOA).  It is a memorial to Kendall S. Norcott (1922-1986) who worked as chief 

forester for the Brown Company for many years and was NHTOA president and the first executive 

director, hired in 1970.   The pulp and paper mills in Berlin remained in business through the twentieth 

century.   

Mollidgewock State Park, 1994-present 

North Country recreation increased during the late twentieth century with the growing popularity of 

off-road vehicles, back country camping, canoeing, and kayaking.   The 1990s were a period of land 

conservation in the North County.  In 1995, the Umbagog National Wildlife Refuge was established 
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by a deed to U.S. Fish and Wildlife by the James River Corporation.  Later in the 1990s, the State of 

NH took over the adjoining Umbagog Lake campground and cabins, which had been privately 

developed since the 1940s.   

The State purchased Mollidgewock Campground in 1994 using a federal grant from the Land and 

Water Conservation Fund.  The New Hampshire Department of Resources and Economic 

Development received 46.5 acres of land from the John Hancock Life Insurance Company, which had 

recently acquired the James River Corporation property (Deed 834:884).  The Damps transferred their 

right in the campground business and related personal property (Deed 834:733; Deed 834:735).   The 

other Thirteen Mile Woods remote camp sites managed by Edward Damp were discontinued when the 

State took over and the leases for those locations were not renewed.  Some are now within the 

Umbagog National Wildlife Refuge. The State maintains two remote campsites, known as Osprey and 

Moose Crossing, south of the campground on NH Route 16 near Seven Islands Bridge.  Some of the 

former remote sites are evident as gravel pull-offs along the highway on flat land along the riverbank 

without signage or structures.   

The State of NH has operated Mollidgewock State Park for twenty-seven years as of 2022.  The pit 

toilets and water faucets were replaced at various times, and some relocated.  Two shelters and two 

tent platforms were built in the 2010s.  The living quarters were used only occasionally as overnight 

housing for employees.   In 2020, the office was moved into a temporary trailer.  The cabins are 

presently used for storage and firewood sales.  All picnic tables and fire rings were recently replaced.   

 

20.  Applicable NHDHR Historic Context(s) 

404. Logging, lumbering and sawmills, 1620-present.  

608. Outdoor recreation in New Hampshire. 

1102. State government, 1680-present. 

 

21.  Architectural Description and Comparative Evaluation 

Mollidgewock State Park is a riverfront park with a campground and water access.  It is located 

between NH Route 16 and the Androscoggin River, where a sharp bend in the river forms a point of 

land.  Much of the 46.5 acres is wooded and sloping, with flat open land on the river terrace.  The 

campground has 42 sites, including two modern lean-to shelters and two tent platforms.  Two 

associated “remote sites” are farther downstream on a separate property.  The park road parallels the 

river forming a semi-elliptical loop road.  It was the original route of the highway until the 1930s, 

when NH Route16 was relocated uphill.  Both roads follow the topography in a sharp bend.  The 

resulting tract of land is a near parabola-shaped parcel.  The distance between the highway and the 

riverbank is roughly a third of a mile at the point in the river which is the widest part of the park.  The 

park narrows to a point at either end where the gravel roads and highway merge.   

The park entrance is at the northern end of the park, in its northeast corner, where the park road and 

highway diverge.  The entrance driveway is a broad gravel pull-off near the river’s edge.  The wooden 

state park sign is typical.  A timber post supports the wooden sign on wrought iron hardware (Photo 

1).  A secondary, unsigned road cuts through the 75' or so between the highway and park road, about 

0.2 miles south of the main entrance.  The administrative buildings, which are about 0.3 miles south 

of the entrance, include two small log cabins and a modern mobile unit, a storage building and a 
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temporary pit toilet (Photos 3-12).  There are gravel parking spaces to the north and south.   East of 

the road, wooden steps down the riverbank access a movable wooden dock for launching of cartop 

boats (Photo 13).   

The gravel park road parallels the riverbank (Photo 2).   From the entrance, the road runs generally 

north-south, slightly northwest-southeast, about 0.7 miles to the point, where it turns northwest.  The 

road is roughly 1.25 miles long overall, the last third mile being closed to traffic.  The campsites are 

primarily on the river side of the road.  The sites are spread out along the riverbank or grouped on 

small loop roads.  Some are wooded and some are closely spaced in open fields.  The four pit toilets, 

six water faucets, and several campsites are spread out along the uphill side of the campground road 

at the base of the wooded slope.   Split rail fencing is used at various points.  A picnic shelter overlooks 

the river (Photos 30-31).  A small natural sand beach on the southwest side of the point is used for 

swimming.  Cartop boats are launched at various points.  A back entrance at the southwest end of the 

park road loop is blocked off with boulders and overgrown (Photos 37-38).   

Individual buildings and sites are described below.  

Office, ca. 1935, moved ca. 1975, Photos 3-6  

Two log cabins were moved to the site in the mid-1970s from Log Haven Campground, which is 

located northwest of Errol on NH Route 26 (Cote 2022).  They stand side by side with gable ends 

close to the road.  The roofs extend to shelter full front porches.  Both buildings are approximately 12' 

x 10' plus the front porches and additions.  The walls are true log construction, of the log and corner 

post type.  They are built of rough-hewn logs tenoned into round corner posts.  The sills are horizontal 

log beams running front to back.  They rest on a combination of concrete blocks, stones, and timber 

posts.  The roofs are asphalt.  The log plates run back to front and extend to support the porch roof.  

The gable roofs have log rafters exposed on the underside.  The round log porch posts have diagonal 

stick knee braces.  The front gable ends are filled with horizontal logs.   

The office is the smaller building, approximately 15' feet deep overall including the porch and a small 

back extension.  The front porch has original log and stick railing in a kingpost truss shape.  One small 

window in the north wall has original 4-pane sash.  Other windows are late twentieth century 1/1 units.  

The small shed-roofed extension on the back of the office cabin has rough log slab walls.   

Manager’s Cabin, ca. 1935, moved ca. 1975, Photo 3, 7-10 

The larger cabin was used as living quarters in the 1970s-90s.  The front porch is the same as the 

office, but the railings were removed.  The wood is brown with some green trim.  The cabin was 

enlarged with a wing built to one side in the late 1970s or early 80s.  A back extension dates to ca. 

1990.  The additions have tongue and groove log slab siding and flat corner boards.  A door on the 

north elevation is clad in the same material.  All windows are 1/1 late twentieth century units.  The 

wooden board and batten front door is painted green.  The aluminum storm door is brown.   

Storage shed, ca. 1975, Photo 11 

A shed stands behind the cabins at the base of the wooded hillside.    It has an asymmetrical gable 

roof, clad in asphalt shingles.  The back of the roof extends to shelter an open porch for storage.  The 

walls and two doors on the front are board and batten siding, stained dark brown.   

Mobile unit, ca. 2020, Photo 12  

North of the office is a temporary leased mobile office unit, a metal structure on concrete blocks.  

Temporary Pit toilet, ca. 2020, Photo 14 

A new pit toilet south of the office buildings is temporary while the office is closed.  It has T-111 walls 

and translucent corrugated shed roof.  
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Pit toilets, ca. 1995, Photos 17, 24, 34  

The campground has four pit toilets spread out along the northern side of the campground road.  All 

are small one-story, 1x1 bay structures with tall vent stacks.  Two similar buildings built by the State 

ca. 1995, have shed roofs with triangular screens at the top of the side walls.  The siding is T-111, 

stained brown and the metal doors are painted green.  One has translucent corrugated roofing and the 

other has new metal roofing.  The northernmost toilet, also dated ca. 1995, has a gable roof sheathed 

in asphalt.  The siding is T-111 and the side walls have rectangular screened vents.  

Pit toilet, ca. 2018, Photo 22 

A new, slightly larger accessible toilet building dates to ca. 2018.  The walls are wood slab siding, 

stained dark brown with green trim.  The asymmetrical gable roof extends to shelter a front porch on 

square posts.  The roof is asphalt shingled. 

Pump house, ca. 1995, Photo 18  

The pump house is a small building like the pit toilets, with gable roof and T-111 siding stained dark 

brown.  Water spigots on wooden posts are located on the west and north side of the campground road.  

One has a drinking fountain mounted on it. 

Picnic Shelter, ca. 1992, Photos 30-31  

The Kendall Norcott Memorial Pavilion is sited in the open field on the point in the middle of the 

campground.  The open shelter has a gable roof, square posts with knee braces and a railing of crossed 

boards.  It is raised off the ground on concrete footings and has steps on both sides.   

Campsites, ca. 1972, Photos 15-16, 20-21, 23, 25-30, 35-36 

The campsites are closely spaced along the riverfront side of the road.  Site numbers are marked by 

small wooden signs on posts.  All campsites have new Pilot Rock brand metal pipe picnic tables with 

wooden tops and benches, and new metal fire rings.    

The northern campsites, 1-11, are in a narrow stretch of flat land between the road and the riverbank 

(Photos 15-16, 20-21).  The sites are evenly placed along the road and shaded by a mix of individual 

trees and small clusters.  The sites are grassy with some worn dirt areas, closely spaced with little 

separation.  Site 7A is the only inland site, set at the base of the wooded hillside with a new tent 

platform.   

The riverbank becomes less steep going south.  It is vegetated with shrubs and trees.  Sites 12-18 

(Photo 23) are in an open field about a quarter mile south of the office where the river terrace begins 

to widen.  Parking is along the road in parallel spaces separated from the sites by a split rail fence.  

The configuration was changed ca. 2012 when driveways across the grass to each site were eliminated.   

A circular loop road off the main park road connects sites on the point.  The outer sites on the northern 

end, 19-20 (Photo 25) are wooded with views through to the water.  Sites 26-27 are in semi-open land 

on the east side of point (Photo 28).   Inside the loop, Sites 21, 22, 24, 25 and 28 are shaded, including 

by mature trees along the old road (Photos 26-27).   

The southwest side of the peninsula is flat open land.  A small natural sandy beach is located on the 

low riverbank opposite where Mollidgewock Brook enters.  Sites 30-33 are in a wide open flat grassy 

area cleared to the river (Photos 28-30).  A dirt driveway encircles the picnic pavilion where historic 

aerials show there has long been a track (NETROnline).  Sites 34 and 36 have shelters.  The farthest 

campsite loop with sites 37-40 is on the open riverbank overlooking the rapids.  This shows as a worn 

area used for river access on historic aerials (Photo 35).  Sites 35 and 41 are on the inland side of the 

road at the edge of the woods.  Site 42 the outermost site.  It is a walk-in site on the wooded riverbank. 
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Recent improvements are a tent platform a boardwalk across a low area and a simple log fence nailed 

to the trees on the riverbank (Photo 36). 

Lean-to Shelters, ca. 2014, Photos 32-33 

Campsites 34 and 36 have modern Adirondack type shelters, three sided with an open front. The roofs 

are asphalt shingled and the walls are vertical boards, stained dark brown.  

Comparative Evaluation 

There are many private campgrounds and several state parks, as well as tourist cabins, in the Great 

North Woods region.  The most closely comparable may be Umbagog Lake State Park in Cambridge.  

It is a campground with cabins, determined eligible for the National Register in 2008 as an intact post-

WWII period tourist campground.  It was developed in the 1940s as a tourist camp with cabins, a 

private business on leased lumber company land.  The campground was expanded in 1970s.  The State 

took over management in 1998 and Umbagog Lake State Park was established in 1999.  One of the 

buildings is a log cabin identical to those at Mollidgewock (Hengen 2008), and like them, it was 

probably moved there from Log Haven Campground in the mid-1970s.   

Several other Log Haven cabins were moved onto private properties in the area (Cote 2022), but none 

are visible from the public highway.   Log Haven Campground on NH Route 26 is a large campground 

with several modern cabins.  It originated as a cabin court and the campground was added in the 1960s-

70s.  The ca. 1990 Log Haven Restaurant in front is a log themed building with exposed log timbers, 

but not log construction.  A log-sided house next-door was formerly associated with the property and 

dates to the 1930s but was remodeled.  It is set back from the road and the tourist cabins were in front 

(Cote 2022).   

Elsewhere in the area, there are early twentieth century rental cabins at the Aker’s Pond Inn (Hengen 

2008).  Great North Woods Getaway on NH Route 26 is a group of new cabins.  Campgrounds are 

located in Milan Hill State Park off NH Route 110B, roughly fifteen miles south of Mollidgewock.  It 

is a Civilian Conservation Corps-era park, with a fire tower and picnic area built in the 1930s.  Moose 

Brook State Park in Gorham is also a CCC park, which opened in 1936 with one of the first supervised 

camping areas in the state, swimming beaches and picnic area.  To the north, roughly sixteen miles 

from Mollidgewock, Coleman State Park was established in 1956 when the state purchased a private 

family camp complex in Stewartstown.  It has twenty-five campsites and lodge buildings on Little 

Diamond Pond.  Lake Francis State Park in Pittsburg dates to 1976, and the 45-site campground 

opened ca. 1981.  The campground in Jericho Mountain State Park built by the City of Berlin in 1977 

was rebuilt in 2012.  Many commercial campgrounds were established throughout the state with the 

popularity of car camping in the 1960s-70s period.  Cedar Pond Campground, south of Errol off NH 

Route 110A in Milan developed in the 1960s-70s.  The Clear Stream Campground in Errol’s town 

center dates to the 1980s-90s and has 22 sites along the river.  Northern Waters Outfitters has a small 

campground on the Androscoggin River at the edge of Errol village.   New campgrounds in the region 

are Jericho Gateway Campground on NH Route 110 in Berlin and Percy Lodge and Campground in 

Stark.  

 

22.  Statement of Significance 

Mollidgewock State Park is a relatively recent addition to the State Park system.  The campground is 

of interest for its origins in the early 1970s but most of its buildings and features are less than fifty 

years old.  The site was developed over a period of years in the 1970s-80s, and additional changes 

were made by the State in the 1990s.  As a property created within the past fifty years, it is not of 
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exceptional importance for its historic associations with outdoor recreation.  The individuals 

associated with the campground did not rise to the level of importance to make it eligible under 

Criterion B.  Mollidgewock State Park is not significant under Criterion C as an example of 

campground or park layout.  It does not represent a particular period of construction and is not a 

designed landscape.  The two log cabins are of interest for their early twentieth century construction.  

However, as moved buildings, they no longer have integrity for their original use, and individually, 

the structures do not have significance for their architecture or construction.  The land may have 

significance under Criterion D for information potential.  Previous testing has confirmed a site with 

high archaeological sensitivity and there has been limited disturbance by the surficial campsites.   

 

23.  Periods(s) of Significance 

N/A 

 

24.  Statement of Integrity 

Mollidgewock State Park campground developed over time, not according to a plan or design.  Its 

layout has not been altered since the site was taken over by the State in 1994, except for the closure of 

the southern entrance.  However, all building and structures have been on the site less than fifty years.  

The property retains a distinctive location and setting on an old road and open land near the riverbank.  

The use of the property prior to the campground has not been confirmed.  Integrity of association dates 

to ca. 1972 when the campground was established fifty years ago, but the site evolved during the 1970s 

with the addition of facilities like the log office and cabin moved here ca. 1975.  The two log cabins 

are the only buildings or structure over fifty years old on the property.  They do not have integrity for 

their origins as tourist accommodations before they were moved in the mid-1970s.  The cabins have 

been enlarged, but retain original design, materials, and workmanship.  The layout of campsites is 

essentially unchanged, but all tables, fireplaces, fencing and other structures have been replaced since 

the State acquired the campground in the 1990s.  Pit toilets were all replaced, some relocated and 

running water faucets added.  Originally there were six outhouses and two water points with hand 

pumps.  Tent platforms and shelters are newly built.    
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25.  Boundary Justification 

The surveyed resource is the 46.5-acre state park parcel purchased by the State in 1994.  The 

surrounding land, formerly owned by the timber companies, is now the Thirteen Mile Woods 

Community Forest, established in 2005.  The tax parcels are R3-14 and R3-12, the latter with the office 

and cabin on it.  The property boundary is illustrated by the NH Granit mapping system with tax 

parcels.  

 

 

26.  Boundary Description 

N/A 
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Historic Images 

 
Historic photos identified as Mollidgewock landing and Mollidgewock receiving station could depict 

this location (The Brown Bulletin January 1955).  

 

 
Same photo labeled Pine Landing at Mollidgewock -13 Mile Woods, January 1955 (Brown Company 

Collection) 
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Photo labeled Pine Landing at Mollidgewock – 13 Mile Woods, January 1955 (Brown Company 

Collection)  
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Historic Maps 

 
1930 USGS map shows original highway (now the campground road) and new Route 16 to be built in 

dashed red line (Errol, NH quadrangle above, Milan, NH quadrangle below) 

 

 
1932 plan shows new highway and northern end of old road, now the campground road with electric and 

telephone poles alongside it (NHDOT) 
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1932 plan showing the new highway that became the northern edge of the State Park parcel (NHDOT) 

 

 
1932 plan shows new highway and old highway, now southern end of the campground road (NHDOT) 
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1955 historic aerial shows cleared land along old roadway (www.historicaerials.com)  
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1988 USGS map (Teakettle Ridge Quadrangle) shows the campground before it was a state park. 

 



 

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page 22 of 50 
last update 06.2015 
 

AREA FORM   Mollidgewock State Park (ERR0008) 
 
 

 
1991 sketch of campground on 1965 “Plan of Old Road Mollidgewock Landing, Errol, NH” (New 

Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation) 
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Detail of 1991 sketch of campground on 1965 plan shows preexisting roads to the “beach” area on the 

point, added campsite loops, and outhouse locations drawn on by Edward Damp (New Hampshire 

Division of Parks and Recreation) 
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1995 Plan (Coos County Registry of Deeds 787A) 
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1999 satellite image shows campground shortly after acquisition by the State of NH (Google Earth) 
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Campground Map, revised 4/2013  
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Digital Photography Statement 

I, the undersigned, confirm that the photos in this inventory form have not been digitally manipulated and 

that they conform to the standards set forth in the NHDHR Photo Policy.  These photos were printed using 

the following: Dell H625 printer on archival paper.  The digital files are housed with Preservation 

Company in Kensington, NH. 

 

 

 

Lynne Emerson Monroe, Preservation Company 
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Photo Keys 

 

Photo Key 1: Photos 1, 2, 38 
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Photo Key 2: Photos 3-16 
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Photo Key 3: Photos 17-37 
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Current Photographs 

Date taken: 05.05.2022   
 

 
Photo 1) Park entrance on NH Route 16 Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2516 
 

 
Photo 2) Park road entrance at NH Route 16 Direction: S 

Reference (file name): PIC_2517 
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Photo 3) Cabins – office at right and manager’s cabin left, built ca. 1935, moved ca. 1975 Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2511 
 

 
Photo 4) Office cabin north and rear elevations Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2504 
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Photo 5) Office cabin porch detail Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2507  
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Photo 6) Office cabin rear elevation Direction: ENE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2501 
 
 

 
Photo 7) Manager’s cabin front and north elevation Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2491 
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Photo 8) Manager’s cabin porch detail Direction: W 

Reference (file name): PIC_2498 

 
 

 
Photo 9) Manager’s Cabin from rear, ca. 1990 side addition at right Direction: NE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2485 
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Photo 10) Manager’s cabin north elevation showing 1970s back addition Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2490  

 

 
Photo 11) Shed, ca. 1975 Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2483 
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Photo 12) Mobile office unit ca. 2020 Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2509 
 

  
Photo 13) Stairs to river landing Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2510 
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Photo 14) Temporary pit toilet ca. 2020 Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2482 
 

 
Photo 15) Campground road, Site 1 at left Direction: S 

Reference (file name): PIC_2515 
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Photo 16) Site 1 with typical new picnic table and fire ring Direction: E 

Reference (file name): PIC_2420 

 
Photo 17) Pit toilet opposite Site 3, ca. 1995 Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2479 
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Photo 18) Pump house, ca. 1995 Direction: W 

Reference (file name): PIC_2478 
 

 
Photo 19) Water faucet with Site 7A in back Direction: W 

Reference (file name): PIC_2476 
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Photo 20) Sites 7-8 looking south (downriver) on campground road Direction: S 

Reference (file name): PIC_2425 
 

 
Photo 21) Site 10 Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2427 
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Photo 22) Water faucet and pit toilet opposite sites 9-11, ca. 2018 Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2475 

 

 

 
Photo 23) Sites 13-18 looking downriver, south on campground road Direction: SSE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2431 
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Photo 24) Pit toilet opposite Site 19, ca. 1995 Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2474 
 

 
Photo 25) Site 20 Direction: ENE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2434 
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Photo 26) Sites 24-25 with campground road right rear Direction: W 

Reference (file name): PIC_2437  
 

 
Photo 27) Site 28, campground road at left Direction: NE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2442 
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Photo 28) Site 27 on the point, looking toward Mollidgewock Brook confluence  Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2439 
 

 
Photo 29) Sites 30-33 looking upriver toward Mollidgewock Brook confluence  Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2445 
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Photo 30) Sites 32-33, Site 34 shelter, and gazebo Direction: W 

Reference (file name): PIC_2441  
 

 
Photo 31) Kendall Norcott Memorial gazebo/pavilion, ca. 1992 Direction: SW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2444 
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Photo 32) Shelter site 34, ca. 2014 Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2446 
 

 
Photo 33) Shelter site 36, ca. 2014 Direction: ENE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2449 
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Photo 34) Pit toilet opposite Site 36, ca. 1995 Direction: N 

Reference (file name): PIC_2463 
 

 
Photo 35) Sites 37-40 Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2450 
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Photo 36) Site 42 Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2455 
 
 

 
Photo 37) Southern end of old campground road discontinued Direction: NW 

Reference (file name): PIC_2460 
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Photo 38) Southern end of old campground road at NH Route 16 Direction: SE 

Reference (file name): PIC_2523 
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Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment, Mollidgewock State Campground Expansion Project, Errol, New Hampshire 

 

Abstract 

Monadnock Archaeological Consulting, LLC conducted a Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity 
Assessment for the Proposed Mollidgewock State Park Campground Expansion project in Errol, 
New Hampshire.  There is a previously documented archaeological site (27CO0162) in the 
campground, and a combined Phase IB Intensive Archaeological Investigation and Phase II 
Determination of Eligibility Study is recommended for this site prior to proposed construction.  
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Chapter 1 - Introduction and Methodology 
 

Monadnock Archaeological Consulting, LLC  conducted a Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity 
Assessment for the proposed Mollidgewock State Park Campground Expansion Project in Errol, 
Coos County, New Hampshire (Figures 1-1, 1-2).  

 

Figure 1-1: Project Area on USGS Teakettle Ridge Quadrangle (1:24,000) 

This study followed guidelines for archaeological surveys established by the New Hampshire 
Division of Historical Resources (NHDHR) and was authorized under Section 106 of the 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-665), as amended, and as implemented by regulations 
of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (36 CFR Part 800). Robert G. Goodby, Ph.D. 
served as Principal Investigator and Brian Deshler served as Project Archaeologist.  

PROJECT AREA 
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Figure 1-2: Project Plans 
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This archaeological assessment included background research, visual inspection of the project 
area, and preparation of this letter report. Background research included review of previous 
archaeological studies in the Androscoggin River drainage  (Baker 1989; Boisvert 1992; Chan 
and Goodby 2009; Goodby 2005, 2007; Paquin and Petersen 1988; Petersen and Boushehri 
1988; Rinehart and Chadderdon 2005), archaeological site files, historic maps (Figures 4-1, 4-2, 
4-3), and soil survey data. Visual inspection of the project area was conducted on May 8, 2022, 
and included observation of prevailing terrain and conditions, taking of representative 
photographs and the excavation of selective shovel probes to assess underlying soils (Plates 2-1 
through 2-15). Brian Deshler served as Project Archaeologist and Robert G. Goodby, Ph.D. 
served as Principal Investigator. 
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Chapter 2-Project Area Setting and Environmental Context  

The project area (Figures 1-1, 1-2) consists of a crescent-shaped parcel of land on the tip of a 
peninsula bordered by NH Rt. 16 on the north and the Androscoggin River on the south, west 
and east in the town of Errol, New Hampshire. An area of wetlands surrounding the confluence 
of the Androscoggin River and Mollidgewock Brook is directly south of the project area. The 
project area is the setting of the existing Mollidgewock State Park Campground, and much of the 
land along the river is taken up by campsites  (Figure 1-2, Plates 2-1, 2-2, 2-3). Beyond the 
relatively level terrain along the river (Plates 2-3, 2-4), the land slopes upward to the north, and 
becomes increasingly uneven and wet (Plates 2-5 through 2-11). Underlying soils are classified  

 

Plate 2-1: View Southeast of the Western Entrance to Park 

as Peru Sandy Loam (0-8 and 8-15% slope), a moderately well-drained till soil, and Lovewell 
Very Fine Sandy Loam (0-3% slope), a frequently flooded, moderately well-drained alluvium. 
Modern disturbances to the project area include preparation and possible limited filling of 
individual campsites and camp roadways (Plates 2-1, 2-2, 2-3) and the construction of pit toilets, 
water pumps, and the campground gazebo.  

Soil cores indicated that the eastern portion of the project area has an intact soil profile (Plates 2-
12, 2-13) consisting of a dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) sandy silt extending between 6cm and 
10 cm below surface, a subsoil stratum of yellow-brown (10YR 5/6) silt extending to 14 cm 
below surface, and a second subsoil stratum of light olive brown (2.5Y 5/4) silt. There is no 
indication of a historic plowzone. In the southern portion of the project area, soil cores (Plates     
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Plate 2-2: View North of Eastern Wing Showing Main Entrance to Park 

 

Plate 2-3: View South of Camp Road and Campsites by River on Eastern Perimeter of Park 
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Plate 2-4: View East-Southeast of Southern Tip of Project Area and Location of Site 27CO0162 

 

Plate 2-5: View Southeast of the Western Wing of the Park Showing Wetland 
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Plate 2-6: Northern Perimeter of the Park, View South Showing Sloping Terrain along Rt.16 

 

Plate 2-7: View Southeast of Hummocky, Wet Terrain, North-Central Portion of the Project Area 
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Plate 2-8: View West of Base of Slope and Inland Side of Camp Road, Eastern Perimeter of Park 

 

Plate 2-9: Wetland at Base of Slope, Inland Side of Camp Road, Southeastern Portion of Park,  
     View Northwest 
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Plate 2-10: Wetland at Base of Slope, Inland Side of Camp Road, Southwestern Portion of Park, 
 View Northeast 

 

Plate 2-11: View North of Western Perimeter with Wetland at Base of Slope, Inland Side of 
Camp Road 
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Plate 2-12: Profile Auger #1, Northeastern Perimeter of Project Area 

 

Plate 2-13: Profile Auger #2, Eastern Perimeter of Project Area 
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Plate 2-14: Profile Auger #3, Southern Tip of Project Area Showing Mottled Soils 

 

Plate 2-15: Profile Auger #4, Southwestern Edge of Project Area Showing Mottled Soils 
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2-14, 2-15) revealed mottled soils consisting of dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) sandy silt, brown 
(10YR 4/3) sandy silt, and yellow-brown (10YR 5/6) silt extending between 20cm and 25 cm 
below surface. This was underlain by a subsoil stratum of light olive brown (2.5Y 5/4) silt. The 
mottling of the upper strata suggests disturbance, likely related to the creation and use of the 
existing campground. 
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Chapter 3– Native American Archaeological Context 
 

The Androscoggin River drainage is known to have been a focus of Native American settlement 
for some 12,000 years (Chan and Goodby 2009; Goodby 2005, 2007). Despite the limited nature 
of systematic archaeological surveys in this area, available data conclusively demonstrate the 
rich archaeological record associated with all portions of this drainage and suggest sites from all 
time periods and cultural traditions of prehistory may be found on a variety of landforms 
associated with the Androscoggin, its tributaries, and associated upland regions. 

A handful of Native American sites are known from the upper reaches of the Androscoggin 
drainage between its headwaters and its confluence with the Moose River. The Mount Jasper 
quarry, located in Berlin approximately 17 miles south of the project area, is by far the best 
known of these. The distinctive flow-banded rhyolite from this quarry has been found distributed 
throughout New England during the Paleoindian period and throughout the interior portions of 
northern New England in the subsequent Archaic and Woodland periods (Boisvert 1992, 1999).  

Archaeological surveys in the Androscoggin drainage have resulted in the discovery of dozens of 
pre-Contact Native American sites. In Berlin, an archaeological survey located four Native 
American sites along the east banks of the Androscoggin from which rhyolite flakes and early 
Late Woodland pottery (c. 1100-800 B.P.) were recovered (Paquin and Petersen 1988; Petersen 
and Boushehri 1988). A second survey, conducted along the route of a proposed electric corridor 
extending from the lower Androscoggin to its headwaters, resulted in the discovery of 41 pre-
contact Native American sites; 22 of these were "situated on terraces overlooking brooks which 
drain upland areas into the Androscoggin River" and an additional 10 sites were discovered in 
"general upland settings away from a recognizable source of water" (Baker 1989). A recent 
survey for proposed federal correctional facility locations resulted in the discovery of a number 
of small lithic reduction sites in Berlin, including site 27CO67, a scatter of approximately two 
dozen flakes in an upland setting 3000 feet west of Head Pond (Rinehart and Chadderdon 2005).  

In 2020, limited archaeological survey under the direction of New Hampshire State 
Archaeologist Mark Doperalski (2020) resulted in the identification of a low-density Native 
American site, 27CO0162, in the southern tip of the project area. A sparse scatter of lithic 
debitage was distributed along the southern tip and western edge of the project area, with the 
most interesting find being a hearth feature with fire-altered stone and soil, burned bone, and a 
roughly formed, non-diagnostic biface manufactured from grey chert (Figures 3-1, 3-2, 3-3). 
Further research on this site, including expanded shovel testing to confirm site boundaries and 
identify artifact concentrations, is recommended prior to the expansion of the campground. 

The remainder of the project area, because of its sloping, rocky, and poorly drained terrain, is not 
considered sensitive for Native American archaeological sites. 
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Figure 3-1: 2020 SCRAP Excavation Plan, 27CO0162 (Courtesy of Mark Doperalski, NHDHR) 
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Figure 3-2: 27CO0162 Excavation Plan Detail Showing Site Boundaries  (Courtesy of Mark 
Doperalski, NHDHR) 
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Figure 3-3: Chert Biface (Top) and Hearth Feature (Bottom) from 27CO0162 (Courtesy of Mark  
Doperalski, NHDHR) 
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Chapter 4– Historic Archaeological Context 
 

The town of Errol has remained sparsely populated since its first settlement in 1806. The town 
has never had more than a few hundred inhabitants, and the town’s economy has been based on 
agriculture and timber production. The two major roads through town, Rt. 16 and Rt. 26, were 
constructed in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, respectively, to provide access to Conway, 
New Hampshire, and Portland, Maine. Historic maps (Figures 4-1, 4-2, 4-3) do not depict any 
structures in the project area. The existing campground was established in 1972, and 
Mollidgewock State Park was created in 1994.  No historic features were observed during the 
visual inspection, and significant historic archaeological sites are not expected to occur here.  

 

 

Figure 4-1: Project Area Vicinity on 1861 Map of Coos County (Walling 1861; 1” = 8,000’) 
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Figure 4-2: Project Area on 1892 Map of Errol (Hurd 1892; 1” = 4,800’) 

 

Figure 4-3: Project Area on 1930 Milan Quadrangle (1:62,500) 
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Chapter 5– Recommendations and Conclusions 
 

A Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment was completed for the proposed 
Mollidgewock State Park Campground expansion project in Errol, New Hampshire. This study 
identified a previously recorded Native American archaeological site (27CO0162) in the 
southern portion of the project area. An expanded Phase IB Intensive Archaeological 
Investigation and Phase II Determination of Eligibility study is recommended for this site to 
gather additional data on its age, nature, integrity, and spatial extent. This will include the 
excavation of a maximum of twenty additional shovel test pits to complete testing in the well-
drained portions of the project area not addressed by the earlier NHDHR survey, and to close any 
gaps in the portion of the project area that was included in the survey. It would also include the 
excavation of a maximum of eight one-meter square excavation units placed judgmentally 
around the previous identified feature or other areas of potential features or artifact 
concentrations, as well as provisions for a maximum of two radiocarbon dates and analysis of 
calcined bone by a qualified zooarchaeologist. This study would also provide a determination of 
the eligibility of site 27CO0162 for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  

The remainder of the project area, because of its sloping, rocky, and poorly drained terrain, is not 
considered sensitive for Native American archaeological sites, and no further study is 
recommended.  
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This Report Contains Confidential Information. Not for Public Distribution. 

 
May 27, 2022  

Mr. Adam Portz 
SE Group 
31 Church Street, Suite 200  
Burlington, VT 05401 
 
Dear Mr. Portz: 
 
This letter report summarizes the results of the recently completed Phase IA Archaeological 
Sensitivity Assessment for the proposed Mollidgewock State Park Campground expansion 
project in Errol, New Hampshire (Figures 1-3). This study followed guidelines for archaeological 
surveys established by the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources (NHDHR) and was 
authorized under Section 106 of the Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-665), as 
amended, and as implemented by regulations of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
(36 CFR Part 800).  
 
Methodology 
 
This archaeological assessment included background research, visual inspection of the project 
area, and preparation of this letter report. Background research included review of previous 
archaeological studies in the Androscoggin River drainage  (Baker 1989; Boisvert 1992; Chan 
and Goodby 2009; Goodby 2005, 2007; Paquin and Petersen 1988; Petersen and Boushehri 
1988; Rinehart and Chadderdon 2005), archaeological site files, historic maps (Figures 4-7), and 
soil survey data. Visual inspection of the project area was conducted on May 8, 2022, and 
included observation of prevailing terrain and conditions, taking of representative photographs 
and the excavation of selective shovel probes to assess underlying soils (Plates 1-15). Brian 
Deshler served as Project Archaeologist and Robert Goodby, Ph.D. served as Principal 
Investigator.  
 
Site Setting 
 
The project area (Figures 1-3) consists of a crescent-shaped parcel of land on the tip of a 
peninsula bordered by NH Rt. 16 on the north and the Androscoggin river on the south, west and 
east in the town of Erroll, New Hampshire. It is the setting of the existing Mollidgewock State 
Park Campground, and much of the land along the river is taken up by campsites. Beyond the 
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relatively level terrain along the river (Plates 6, 12), the land slopes upward to the north, and 
becomes increasingly uneven and wet (Plates 2-4, 7, 9, 11, 15). Underlying soils are classified as 
Peru Sandy Loam (0-8 and 8-15% slope), a moderately well-drained till soil, and Lovewell Very 
Fine Sandy Loam (0-3% slope), a frequently flooded, moderately well-drained alluvium. Modern 
disturbances to the project area include preparation and possible limited filling of individual 
campsites and camp roadways (Plates 1, 5, 6) and the construction of pit toilets, water pumps, 
and the campground gazebo.  
 
Soil cores (Figure 4) indicated that the eastern portion of the project area has an intact soil profile 
(Plates 8, 10) consisting of a dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) sandy silt extending between 6cm 
and 10 cm below surface, a subsoil stratum of yellow-brown (10YR 5/6) silt extending to 14 cm 
below surface, and a second subsoil stratum of light olive brown (2.5Y 5/4) silt. There is no 
indication of a historic plowzone. In the southern portion of the project area, soil cores (Plates    
13, 14) revealed mottled soils consisting of dark greyish brown (10YR 4/2) sandy silt, brown 
(10YR 4/3) sandy silt, and yellow-brown (10YR 5/6) silt extending between 20cm and 25 cm 
below surface. This was underlain by a subsoil stratum of light olive brown (2.5Y 5/4) silt. The 
mottling of the upper strata suggests disturbance, likely related to the creation and use of the 
existing campground.  
 
Results 
 
Pre-Contact Native American 
 
The Androscoggin River drainage is known to have been a focus of Native American settlement 
for some 12,000 years (Chan and Goodby 2009; Goodby 2005, 2007). Despite the limited nature 
of systematic archaeological surveys in this area, available data conclusively demonstrate the 
rich archaeological record associated with all portions of this drainage and suggest sites from all 
time periods and cultural traditions of prehistory may be found on a variety of landforms 
associated with the Androscoggin, its tributaries, and associated upland regions. 
  
A handful of Native American sites are known from the upper reaches of the Androscoggin 
drainage between its headwaters and its confluence with the Moose River. The Mount Jasper 
quarry, located in Berlin approximately 17 miles south of the project area, is by far the best 
known of these. The distinctive flow-banded rhyolite from this quarry has been found distributed 
throughout New England during the Paleoindian period and throughout the interior portions of 
northern New England in the subsequent Archaic and Woodland periods (Boisvert 1992, 1999).  
 
Archaeological surveys in the Androscoggin drainage have resulted in the discovery of dozens of 
pre-Contact Native American sites. In Berlin, an archaeological survey located four Native 
American sites along the east banks of the Androscoggin from which rhyolite flakes and early 
Late Woodland pottery (c. 1100-800 B.P.) were recovered (Paquin and Petersen 1988; Petersen 
and Boushehri 1988). A second survey, conducted along the route of a proposed electric corridor 
extending from the lower Androscoggin to its headwaters, resulted in the discovery of 41 pre-
contact Native American sites; 22 of these were "situated on terraces overlooking brooks which 
drain upland areas into the Androscoggin River" and an additional 10 sites were discovered in 
"general upland settings away from a recognizable source of water" (Baker 1989). A recent 
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survey for proposed federal correctional facility locations resulted in the discovery of a number 
of small lithic reduction sites in Berlin, including site 27CO67, a scatter of approximately two 
dozen flakes in an upland setting 3000 feet west of Head Pond (Rinehart and Chadderdon 2005).  
 
In sum, archaeological research on the Androscoggin and its tributaries has documented a long 
and complex archaeological record, with sites located in a wide variety of alluvial and upland 
settings. In 2020, limited archaeological survey under the direction of New Hampshire State 
Archaeologist Mark Doperalski (2020) resulted in the identification of a low-density Native 
American site, 27CO0162, in the southern tip of the project area. A sparse scatter of lithic 
debitage was distributed along the southern tip and western edge of the project area, with the 
most interesting find being a hearth feature with fire-altered stone and soil, burned bone, and a 
roughly formed, non-diagnostic biface manufactured from grey chert (Figures 8-10). Further 
research on this site, including expanded shovel testing to confirm site boundaries and identify 
artifact concentrations, is recommended prior to the expansion of the campground.  

 
Historic Archaeological Context 
 
The town of Erroll has remained sparsely populated since its first settlement in 1806. The town 
has never had more than a few hundred inhabitants, and the town’s economy has been based on 
agriculture and timber production. The two major roads through town, Rt. 16 and Rt. 26, were 
constructed in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, respectively, to provide access to Conway, 
New Hampshire, and Portland, Maine. Historic maps (Figures 4-6) do not depict any structures 
in the project area. The existing campground was established in 1972, and Mollidgewock State 
Park was created in 1994.  No historic features were observed during the visual inspection, and 
significant historic archaeological sites are not expected to occur here.  

 
Summary and Recommendations 
 
A Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment was completed for the proposed 
Mollidgewock State Park Campground expansion project in Errol, New Hampshire. This study 
identified a previously recorded Native American archaeological site (27CO0162) in the 
southern portion of the project area. A combined Phase IB Intensive Archaeological 
Investigation is recommended for this site to gather additional data on its age, nature, integrity, 
and spatial extent.  
 
Please let us know if you have any questions about these conclusions or recommendations, or if 
you would like us to prepare a proposal for the additional recommended study.  
 
                                                                                                              Sincerely, 

                                                                                                             
Robert G. Goodby, Ph.D. 
Principal Investigator 
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Figure 1. Project Area on USGS Teakettle Ridge Quadrangle (1:24,000) 
 

 
 
Figure 2. Project Area on Aerial Photograph 
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Figure 3. Project Plans 
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Figure 4. Auger Test Locations 
 

 
 
Figure 5. Project Area Vicinity on 1861 Map of Coos County (Walling 1861; 1” = 8,000’)  
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Figure 6. Project Area on 1982 Map of Erroll (Hurd 1892; 1” = 4,800’) 
 

 
 
Figure 7. Project Area on 1930 Milan Quadrangle (1:62,500) 
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Figure 8. 2020 SCRAP Excavation Plan, 27CO0162 (Courtesy of Mark Doperalski, NHDHR) 
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Figure 9. 27CO0162 Excavation Plan Detail  (Courtesy of Mark Doperalski, NHDHR) 
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Figure 10. Chert Biface (Top) and Hearth Feature (Bottom) from 27CO0162 (Courtesy of Mark   
                 Doperalski, NHDHR) 
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Plate 1. View Southeast of the Western Entrance to Park  
 

 
 
Plate 2. View Southeast of the Western Wing of the Park Showing Wetland 
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Plate 3. View South of the Northern Perimeter of the Park Showing Sloping Terrain along Rt.16 
 

 
 
Plate 4. View Southeast of Hummocky, Wet Terrain in North-Central Portion of the Project Area  
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Plate 5. View North of Eastern Wing Showing Main Entrance to Park 
 

 
 
Plate 6. View South of Camp Road and Campsites by River on Eastern Perimeter of Park 
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Plate 7. View West of Base of Slope and Inland Side of Camp Road, Eastern Perimeter of Park 
 

 
 
Plate 8.  Profile Auger #1 
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Plate 9. Wetland at Base of Slope, Inland Side of Camp Road, Southeastern Portion of Park,  
    View Northwest 
 

 
 
Plate 10. Profile Auger #2 
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Plate 11. Wetland at Base of Slope, Inland Side of Camp Road, Southwestern Portion of Park,  
     View Northeast 
 

 
 
Plate 12. View East-Southeast of Southern Tip of Project Area and Location of Site 27CO0162  
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Plate 13. Profile Auger #3 Showing Mottled Soils   
 

 
 
Plate 14. Profile Auger #4 Showing Mottled Soils 



20 
 

 
 
Plate 15. View North of Western Perimeter with Wetland at Base of Slope and  Inland Side of  
     Camp Road 
 









4 
 

                                   
 

 
 
Figure 1. Project Area on USGS Candia Quadrangle (1:24,000) 
 

 
 
Figure 2. Project Area on Aerial Photograph 
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Figure 3. Project Plans 
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Figure 4. Project Area Vicinity on 1858 Map of  Allenstown (Walling 1858; Scale 1:46,500)  
 

 
 
Figure 5. Project Area on 1982 Map of Allenstown (Hurd 1892; 1” = 1500’) 
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Figure 6. Project Area on 1921 USGS Suncook Quadrangle (1:62,500) 
 

 
 
Figure 7. Project Area on 1957 USGS Suncook Quadrangle (1:62,500) 
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Plate 1. View Southwest of Proposed Parking Areas Showing Scraped, Rocky Terrain 
 

 
 
Plate 2. Disturbed Area along Bear Hill Pond Road, View North-Northeast 
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Plate 3. Disturbed Rocky Terrain behind the Sheds near the Proposed Parking Area, View East  
 

 
 
Plate 4. Exposed Ledge near Bear Hill Pond Road, View East  
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Plate 5. Exposed Ledge in “The Maples” Cabin Group, View West-Southwest 
 

 
 
Plate 6. Wooded, Rocky Terrain  by Common Use Areas near “The Oaks” Cabin Group, View Northwest  



11 
 

 
 
Plate 7. View  Southeast of the Cleared Field and Gravel Roads Showing Surficial Disturbance 
 

 
 
Plate 8. View East of Rock Clearing Piles Southeast of the Field  
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Plate 9. View East of Artificial Landscape behind Building 23. The drop-off occurs inside the tree line.  
 

 
 
Plate 10. View West of the Artificial Landform Overlooking  Bear Hill Pond 
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This Report Contains Confidential Information. Not for Public Distribution. 

 
May 28, 2022  

Mr. Adam Portz 
SE Group 
31 Church Street, Suite 200  
Burlington, VT 05401 
 
Dear Mr. Portz: 
 
This letter report summarizes the results of the recently completed Phase IA Archaeological 
Sensitivity Assessment for the proposed expansion of the Catamount Pond Campground in Bear 
Brook State Park Campground in Allenstown, New Hampshire (Figures 1-4). This study 
followed guidelines for archaeological surveys established by the New Hampshire Division of 
Historical Resources (NHDHR) and was authorized under Section 106 of the Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-665), as amended, and as implemented by regulations of the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (36 CFR Part 800).  
 
Methodology 
 
This archaeological assessment included background research, visual inspection of the project 
area, and preparation of this letter report. Background research included review of previous 
archaeological studies in the Suncook River drainage  (Borstel et al. 2002; Chan et al. 2011; 
Goodby 2010; Goodby and Deshler 2018; Hannum and Wheeler 2003), archaeological site files, 
historic maps (Figures 5-8), and soil survey data. Visual inspection of the project area was 
conducted on May 4, 2022, and included observation of prevailing terrain and conditions, taking 
of representative photographs and the excavation of selective shovel probes to assess underlying 
soils (Figure 4; Plates 1-13). Brian Deshler served as Project Archaeologist and Robert Goodby, 
Ph.D. served as Principal Investigator.  
 
Site Setting 
 
The project area (Figures 1-4) consists of a parcel of land approximately 11 acres in size 
encompassing an existing camping area in Bear Brook State Park in Allenstown, New 
Hampshire. It is bounded on the west by Catamount Pond and Bear Brook, and on the north by 
Little Bear Brook. These drainages are part of the Suncook River drainage,  a significant 
tributary of the Merrimack River.  Underlying soils are classified as Windsor Loamy Sand (3-8% 
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slope), an excessively drained outwash soil. The project area is covered with recent secondary 
growth forest, and the terrain is generally sloping and/or uneven (Plates 1, 4, 7, 10, 11, 13) 
except for two areas of level terrain north and west of the existing campground (Figure 4; Plates 
5, 8). Modern disturbances include a cleared and scraped area in the center of the project area, 
areas of trail clearing, and a number of water spigots fed by underground piping that are part of 
the existing campground (Plates 2, 3, 12).     

 
Results 
 
Pre-Contact Native American Context 
 
The Merrimack River drainage is known for the intensity of its occupation by Native Americans. 
Sites ranging from the Paleoindian period (c. 13,000-10,000 B.P.)  to the Late Woodland  
(c.1100-400 B.P.) are known from its banks and tributaries from the mouth of the Merrimack 
River in Salisbury, Massachusetts to New Hampshire’s Lakes Region (Bunker 1994; Dincauze 
1976; Goodby 2004). The only systematic study of Native America settlement in the Merrimack 
drainage found that sites tend to be within 1000 meters of rivers on terraces and deltas composed 
of well-drained soils. Sites also tend to be associated with waterfalls and rapids and tend not to 
be more than 30 meters above the river in elevation (Kenyon and McDowell 1983).  
 
While some areas of the Merrimack watershed have been the focus of extensive archaeological 
research over many decades, relatively little work has been done on the Suncook or its tributaries 
(Chan, Hutchins, and Goodby 2011). Despite this, there are currently 22 Native American sites 
recorded in the Suncook drainage, suggesting it was intensively occupied during the pre-Contact 
period. Many of these sites were recorded by early avocational archaeologists  (Colby 1975, 
Berry 1937), and are clustered in the area near the confluence of the Suncook and Merrimack 
Rivers, approximately 4.6 miles southwest of the project area. Unfortunately, little information is 
available in the site files about what was found at these sites. This concentration of Native 
American sites on a level terrace close to a major river confluence is consistent with known 
patterns of Native American site distribution detailed by Kenyon and McDowell (1983), which 
also noted a tendency for sites to appear on level, well-drained landforms adjacent to significant 
surface water features.  
 
There are no previously recorded sites in or near the project area. The closest previously 
recorded site, 27MR0424 (the Suncook A Site) is approximately 5,000 feet to the northwest, at 
the confluence of Bear Brook and the Suncook River. Two portions of the project area (Figure 4) 
were identified as having sensitivity for Native American archaeological sites, based on their 
setting on a level, sandy, undisturbed landform adjacent to Bear Brook and Catamount Pond. 
Sensitive Area #1 (Figure 4, Plate 5) is situated on a high sandy terrace along the southeastern 
bowl-shaped bank of Catamount Pond.  The area extends north of a small drainage swale in the 
shoreline and terminates at a larger drainage swale (Plate 7) just south of the small peninsula 
which extends outside of the northwest survey area. Sensitive Area #2 (Figure 4, Plate 8) is 
situated on a high sandy terrace along the southern bank of the long eastern arm of Catamount 
Pond which leads to Little Bear Brook. Soil cores taken in these areas (Figure 4, Plates 6, 9) 
confirmed the presence of sandy, well-drained soil, revealing a thin, unplowed A horizon of dark 
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greyish brown (10YR 4/2) to very dark greyish brown (10YR 3/2) loamy sand extending to 9cm 
below surface, underlain by a subsoil stratum of dark yellowish brown (10YR 4/6) medium sand.  
 
Historic Archaeological Context 
 
The Euroamerican history of Allenstown dates to the early 18th century when a petition was 
granted for a tract of land, at first called Suncook Plantation, that would eventually become the 
towns of Allenstown, Hookset, and Bow, although Allenstown was not incorporated as a 
separate town until 1831. The land was divided into lots in 1730, and it was decided that Lot 
Number One, because of its excellent situation on the river, ought to be given to any person who 
would agree to build at least a saw and a grist mill to enable people to settle and develop the 
town (Mann 1985:1). That person was John Cochran (sometimes spelled Coffrin or Cofran), who 
built Suncook’s first mills, and began what would eventually come to characterize the town and 
its economy – the milling industry. This industrial center is approximately four miles southwest 
of the project area.  
 
Suncook was incorporated into the town of Pembroke in 1759, and Lot Number One underwent a 
series of divisions, sales, and inheritances over the course of the next 150 years.  While the town 
was still largely agrarian in the 18th century, focusing on sheep and subsistence farming, by the 
19th century the economy was making a marked shift toward industry.  At first it was saw and 
grist mills that dominated the milling landscape, but by circa 1810, the “concentration of 
production shifted…from flour and wood to paper” (Mann 1985:3). Many mills were converted 
from their original purpose to paper production. 
 
By the time of the Civil War, the focus had changed again, from paper to textile production, 
especially cotton.  The textile industry ushered in Pembroke and Allenstown’s most prosperous 
era. Alongside paper and cotton mills were numerous brickyards, and with the coming of the 
railroad in the 1850s, Pembroke’s transition from an agrarian to an industrial economy was 
nearly complete.  The importance of Suncook Village as the “hub” of the town’s economic as 
well as social and cultural activities grew substantially in the late 19th century (Mann 1985:4).  
By the time of the Civil War, Mann states, mills “crowded” (1985:5) the banks of the Suncook 
River, as did housing for the millworkers, and shops, taverns, and hotels to serve the growing 
population. The years following the Civil War were a time of exponential growth. Webster Mills 
was incorporated in 1862, and China Mills, on the Allenstown side of the river in 1867.  These 
were huge corporations with capacity to employ 1500 workers, and they turned Suncook Village 
into a busy commercial and industrial center.   
 
As in many mill towns in New England, labor was largely imported. In Pembroke and 
Allenstown, the labor was overwhelmingly French Canadian.  The French had long been 
employed in the brickyards, but with the growth of the mills and poor employment opportunities 
continuing in Canada at that time, they quickly came to meet the labor demands of the mills as 
well, which profoundly changed the cultural landscape of Suncook Village in the last decades of 
the 19th century and built a chasm between it and the rural surrounding town of Pembroke, which 
remained Protestant and English-speaking. By 1885, in fact, says Mann, no English was spoken 
in the Village at all (1985:6).  French shop owners, French saloons, French barbers and bakers, 
and French-speaking schools all serviced the immigrant community.  
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The Great Depression of the 1930s, however, affected Suncook Village’s prosperity profoundly.  
The mills began to fail, and many sold out to Textron Manufacturing Company, which had 
bought up many of New England’s failing textile mills and begun to make parachute cloth in 
Suncook Village (Mann 1985:8). With work drying up, so too did the population, and by the end 
of the Second World War, few French Canadians remained, and the industrial area of Pembroke 
and Allenstown area entered a long period of decay and economic decline.   
 
The project area is situated in a sparsely settled portion of Allenstown well removed from its 
industrial center. Historic maps (Figures 5-8) show only one building in the vicinity, the National 
Register-listed Allenstown Meeting house, approximately 400 feet east of the project area on the 
north side of Deerfield Road. This is also a recorded archaeological site (27MR0337), as 
excavations there in 2005 by the NHDHR SCRAP program recovered a light scatter of nails, 
pipe fragments, and window glass.   
 
No historic features were noted during the visual inspection of the project area, and significant 
historic sites are not expected to occur here.  

 
Summary and Recommendations 
 
A Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment was completed for the proposed Catamount 
Pond Campground Expansion project in Bear Brook State Park in Allenstown, New Hampshire. 
Two portions of the project area exhibited sensitivity for Native American archaeological sites.  
A Phase IB Intensive Archaeological Investigation, including excavation of 50cm square shovel 
test pits, is recommended for both of these areas to assess the presence of Native American sites.   
 
Please let us know if you have any questions about these conclusions or recommendations, or if 
you would like us to prepare a proposal for the additional recommended study.  
 
                                                                                                              Sincerely, 

                                                                                                             
Robert G. Goodby, Ph.D. 
Principal Investigator 
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Figure 1. Project Area on USGS Suncook Quadrangle (1:24,000) 
 

 
 
Figure 2. Project Area on Aerial Photograph 
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Figure 3. Project Plans 
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Figure 4. Auger Test Locations and Areas of Archaeological Sensitivity 
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Figure 5. Project Area Vicinity on 1858 Map of  Merrimack County (Walling 1861; 1” = 1900’)  
 

 
 
Figure 6. Project Area on 1982 Map of Allenstown (Hurd 1892; 1” = 1500’) 
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Figure 7. Project Area on 1921 USGS Suncook Quadrangle (1:62,500) 
 

 
 
Figure 8. Project Area on 1957 USGS Suncook Quadrangle (1:62,500) 
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Plate 1. View North-Northeast of Moderately Sloping Uneven Terrain South of Deerfield Road  
 

 
 
Plate 2. One of Several Well Spigots Distributed across the Project Area   
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Plate 3. View North-Northeast of Trail Clearing in Southern Portion of Project Area North of   
   Deerfield Road  
 

 
 
Plate 4. View Southwest of Sloping Terrain in Southwestern Portion of Project Area  
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Plate 5. Archaeologically Sensitive Area #1 and Location of Auger #1, View North 
 

 
 
Plate 6. Profile of Auger #1 Showing Sandy, Well-Drained Soil 
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Plate 7. View East-Northeast of Swale North of Sensitive Area #1 
 

 
 
Plate 8. Sensitive Area #2 and Location of Auger #2, View East  
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Plate 9. Profile of Auger #2 Showing Sandy, Well-Drained Soil 
 

 
 
Plate 10. Sloping Terrain in Northeast Perimeter of Project Area, View Northwest 
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Plate 11. View South-Southwest of Sloping Terrain in Eastern Portion of Project Area   
 

 
 
Plate 12. View Southeast of Disturbed Clearing in Center of Project Area  
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Plate 13. View Northeast of Uneven Terrain in Southeastern Portion of Project Area  
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Figure 1. Project Area Vicinity on USGS Mount Pawtuckaway Quadrangle (1:24,000) 
 

 
 
Figure 2. Project Vicinity (in Red) on Aerial Photograph  
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Figure 3. Project Plans with Survey Area Numbers (In Red)  
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Figure 4. Project Area on 1857 Rockingham County Map (Chace 1857;  Scale: 1” =  7,700’) 
 

  
 
Figure 5. Project Area on the 1892 Map of Nottingham (Hurd 1892;  Scale: 1”= 3400’) 
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Figure 6. Project Area Vicinity on 1919 USGS  Pawtuckaway Quadrangle (1:62,500) 
 

 
 
Figure 7. Project Area Vicinity on  1957 USGS Pawtuckaway Quadrangle (1:62,500) 

PROJECT AREA 
VICINITY 

PROJECT AREA 
VICINITY 



8 
 

 
 
Plate 1.  Southwestern Portion of Survey Area 1, View Northwest of Rocky Sloping Terrain  
 

 
 
Plate 2. Northwestern Portion of Survey Area 1, View East of Uneven Terrain and Large Boulders  
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Plate 3. Northern Portion of Survey Area 1, View North-Northwest of Sloping Terrain with Boulders 
 

 
 
Plate 4. Eastern Portion of Survey Area 1, View South Showing Uneven Terrain and Standing Water  
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Plate 5. Southwestern Portion of Survey Area 2, View East-Northeast of Uneven, Rocky Terrain and    
  Standing  Water  
 

 
 
Plate 6. West-Center of Survey Area 2, View Northwest Showing Uneven, Rocky Terrain  
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Plate 7. Southeastern Portion of Survey Area 2, View East-Southeast of Rocky, Sloping Terrain 
 

 
 
Plate 8. Eastern Portion of Survey Area 2, View Southeast Showing Rocky, Poorly Drained Terrain 
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Plate 9. Northern Portion of Survey Area 2, View Southwest of Rocky, Sloping Terrain 
 

 
 
Plate 10. Survey Area 3, View South-Southwest Showing Rocky, Sloping Terrain  
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Plate 11. Southern Portion of Survey Area 4, View North Showing Rocky, Sloping Terrain 
 

 
 
Plate 12. Northeastern Portion of Survey Area 4, View Northeast of Rocky, Sloping Terrain 
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Plate 13. Center of Survey Area 4, View Southwest Showing Rocky, Sloping Terrain 
 

 
 
Plate 14. Western Portion of Survey Area 4, View North-Northeast Showing Rocky, Sloping Terrain 
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Plate 15. Survey Area 5, View Northeast Showing Rocky, Sloping Terrain 
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E. APPENDICES

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PARKS CAMPGROUND EXPANSION FEASIBILITY STUDY E6

DETAILED COST ESTIMATES AND PHASING OPTIONS

 > CRAWFORD NOTCH PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

 > JERICHO MOUNTAIN PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

 > MOLLIDGEWOCK PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

 > BEAR BROOK BEAR HILL PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

 > BEAR BROOK CATAMOUNT PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

 > PAWTUCKAWAY PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

 > DRY RIVER PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST



JERICHO MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 
GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

0 $0.80 $0
0 $10,000.00 $0

$0

0 $0.00 $0
0 $3,000.00 $0

$0

625 $150.00 $93,750
6000 $6.94 $41,667

0 $3,000.00 $0
$135,417

0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0

$0

$0
$0

$135,417

ATV parking sf

Total Earthwork

Vehicular Access Improvements
Alternate ATV Trail

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

lf

Demolition/Erosion Control
Clearing and grubbing, wooded site sf

Cut/Fill ls

EPSC Measures ls

Total Demolition/EPSC

Earthwork

Domestic Water ls

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Culverts ea

Vehicular Access Gate ea

Misc. Site Improvements

Stormwater Treatment ls

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

General Improvements Costs - Sub Total

lf
Total Site Improvements



JERICHO MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
EXISTING CAMPGROUND - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

0 $0.80 $0
0 $2,000.00 $0
0 $5,000.00 $0

$0

0 $0.00 $0
0 $3,000.00 $0

$0

0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $3,000.00 $0

$0

1 $41,110.00 $41,110
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0

$41,110

3 $4,500.00 $13,500
2 $42,900.00 $85,800
1 $83,550.00 $83,550

$182,850

0 $120.00 $0
0 $200.00 $0

$0

50 $65.00 $3,250
$3,250

$227,210

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Demolition/Erosion Control
Clearing and grubbing, wooded site sf

Total Demolition/EPSC

Earthwork
Cut/Fill ls

Decommission Ex. Campsite ea

EPSC Measures ls

Culverts ea

Total Earthwork

Vehicular Access Improvements 

Vehicular Access Gate ea

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

Campground Road (2-way, gravel) lf

Campground Road (1-way, gravel) lf

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Asphalt Road (Sanitary Dump Station) lf

Parking Area (gravel) ea

Septic Tank + Leach fields ls

Domestic Water ls

Water Spigots ea

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

New Shelter Site (Single) ea

New Standard Sites ea

eaNew Shelter Site (Double)

Total Misc. Building Improvements

Stormwater Treatment ls

Existing Campground Costs - Sub Total

Campsite Improvements

lf

- ea

- ea

Total Campsite Improvements

Misc. Building Improvements

Misc. Site Improvements
5' wide Accessible Path
Total Site Improvements



JERICHO MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 
JERICHO BROOK CAMPGROUND - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

4 $15,000.00 $53,364
0 $15,000.00 $0
0 $0.80 $0
1 $10,000.00 $10,000

$63,364

14000 $18.00 $252,000
300 $100.00 $30,000

$282,000

1091 $206.30 $225,069
3555 $118.33 $420,675

60 $266.50 $15,990
4680 $6.94 $32,500

1 $3,000.00 $3,000
$697,234

1 $224,100.00 $224,100
1 $451,750.00 $451,750
1 $534,760.00 $534,760
1 $10,000.00 $10,000
5 $20,000.00 $100,000
3 $1,500.00 $4,500

$1,320,610

5 $4,500.00 $22,500
5 $42,900.00 $214,500
9 $13,925.00 $125,325

23 $13,225.00 $304,175
$666,500

1 $240,000.00 $240,000
2 $40,000.00 $80,000

$320,000

1400 $65.00 $91,000
900 $70.00 $63,000
12 $750.00 $9,000
1 $2,000.00 $2,000

2000 $7.00 $14,000
8750 $0.75 $6,563

4 $200.00 $800
$186,363

$3,536,071

Stormwater plantings (seed) sf

Water Spigot ea

Landscaping- Trees - Deciduous 3" cal. ea 

Stone Dust Paving sf

ea

New Shelter Site 

Domestic Water System ls

Parking Area (gravel) sf

ls

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Vehicular Access Gate ea

Earthwork
Cut/Fill - for JBA terracing cy

Campground Road (1-way, gravel) lf

Clearing and grubbing, wooded site - roads only acre
Demolition/Erosion Control

Total Earthwork
Culverts

Asphalt Road (Sanitary Dump Station) lf

EPSC Measures ls

Total Demolition/EPSC

Demo existing structures

cy

New Premium w/s/e Site (Back-In) ea

Total Campsite Improvements

sf

ea

New Premium w/s/e Site (Pull-Through) ea

Misc. Building Improvements
New Firewood and Maintenance Building ea

Campground Road (2-way, gravel) lf

Wastewater System

- allow

Vehicular Access Improvements

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

eaSignage
Total Site Improvements

New Pit Toilet ea

Total Misc. Building Improvements

Misc. Site Improvements

lf

Jericho Brook Campground Costs - Sub Total

5' wide Accessible Path lf

Community Fire Pit ls

Landscaping- Top Soil- 4" Deep

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Sanitary Dump Station ls

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

Stormwater Treatment ea

Campsite Improvements
New Standard Sites



CAMPSITETYPOLOGY COMPONENTS COST BREAKDOWN

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
$4,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$7,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

$0.75 $0
$0.75 $0

1 $200.00 $200
$1,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$9,750

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $38,400.00 $38,400

$42,900

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
2 $38,400.00 $76,800

$83,550

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $92,050.00 $92,050
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$99,050

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2400 $0.75 $1,800
2400 $0.75 $1,800

1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $1,500.00 $1,500

$9,100

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

90 $35.00 $3,150
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$13,925

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

70 $35.00 $2,450
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$13,225

Water Hookups ea

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Standard Site
Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Standard Site with Platform
Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Marker ea

Total Standard Site

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Grading sf

Site Marker ea

Standard Site (Remote)
Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Platform ea

Total Standard Site with Platform

Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Standard Site (Remote)

Group Site
Fire Ring ea

Platform ea

Total Group Site

Shelter Site (Single)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Total Shelter Site (Single)

Shelter Site (Double)
Fire Ring ea

Site Marker ea

Shelter ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Shelter ea

Total Shelter Site (Double)

Cabin

Site Marker ea

Cabin ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Total Cabin
Electricity Hookups ea

Improved Site with Water/Electricty

Site Marker ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Improved Site w/e

Premium Site with W/S/E (pull-through)
Fire Ring ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Gravel Surface lf

ea

Picnic Table ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Total Premium w/s/e (pull-through)

Premium Site with W/S/E (back-in)

Gravel Surface lf

Total Premium w/s/e (back-in)
Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Site Marker ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring



JERICHO MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 
OVERALL SUMMARY - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

$135,417
$227,210

$3,536,071
$3,898,698

$3,898,698
$1,364,544
$5,263,242

General Notes:
     Preliminary costs for planning purposes only
     Based on current market conditions (no annual escalation rate applied)
     All costs include the following mark-ups/contingency
          a) 8.5% General Conditions (including liability)
          b) 15% estimating contingency
          c) 10% GC mark-up
          d) 1.5% bond

Costs - 35% Markups / Contingency
Total Costs - Jericho Mountain State Park

Jericho Brook Area Subtotal

Jericho Mountain State Park Costs - Sub Total

Existing Campground Subtotal

Total Improvements

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Overall Park Summmary
General Improvements Subtotal



MOLLIDGEWOCK 
NEW LOOP - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

1 $15,000.00 $14,862
0 $2.00 $0
0 $0.80 $0
1 $5,000.00 $5,000

$19,862

0 $0.00 $0
80 $100.00 $8,000

$8,000

188 $206.30 $38,784
1188 $118.33 $140,580

0 $266.50 $0
0 $6.94 $0
0 $3,000.00 $0

$179,364

0 $0.00 $0
1 $294,550.00 $294,550
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
2 $20,000.00 $40,000

12 $1,500.00 $18,000
$352,550

15 $4,500.00 $67,500
0 $7,500.00 $0
6 $42,900.00 $257,400
2 $42,900.00 $85,800
0 $13,225.00 $0

$410,700

600 $325.00 $195,000
1 $709,280.00 $709,280
1 $40,000.00 $40,000

$944,280

2140 $65.00 $139,100
400 $400.00 $160,000

0 $0.00 $0
2400 $0.75 $1,800

1 $200.00 $200
$301,100

$2,215,856

Total Site Improvements

Mollidgewock New Loop Costs - Sub Total

Signage ea

Boardwalk with Curb lf

Landscaping ls

Total Misc. Building Improvements

Misc. Site Improvements
5' wide Accessible Path lf

Renovate and Relocate Existing Cabins (300sf Each) sf

New Pit Toilet ea

New Premium w/s/e Site (Back-In) ea

Total Campsite Improvements

Misc. Building Improvements

Bathhouse ea

New Shelter Site ea

Relocated/renovated Cabin (site improvements only) ea

New Standard Sites w/ Platforms ea

Water Spigot ea

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

Campsite Improvements

Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Domestic Water System ls

New Standard Sites ea

Stormwater plantings (seed) sf

Cut/Fill - not road related cy

Total Earthwork

Vehicular Access Improvements
Campground Road (2-way, gravel) lf

Culverts lf

Parking Area (gravel) sf

Vehicular Access Gate ea

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

Campground Road (1-way, gravel) lf

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

- sf

EPSC Measures ls

Stormwater Treatment ea

Demo existing structures sf

Demolition/Erosion Control
Clearing and grubbing, wooded site - roads only acre

Total Demolition/EPSC

Earthwork

Asphalt Road (Sanitary Dump Station) lf

Wastewater System ls

Sanitary Dump Station ls

Utilities/ Infrastructure



MOLLIDGEWOCK 
GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

23600 $2.00 $47,200
0 $10,000.00 $0

$47,200

0 $0.00 $0
0 $3,000.00 $0

$0

0 $150.00 $0
0 $5.00 $0
0 $3,000.00 $0

$0

0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0

$0

0 $6,000.00 $0
2360 $8.00 $18,880

0 $20,000.00 $0
$18,880

$66,080General Improvements Costs - Sub Total

lsLandscaping

Domestic Water ls

Total Site Improvements

Misc. Site Improvements

Stormwater Treatment ls

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

Stormwater plantings (seed) ls

8' gravel topper over old road base lf

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Cut/Fill ls

EPSC Measures ls

Total Demolition/EPSC

Earthwork

Demolition/Erosion Control
Demo old asphalt road sf

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Culverts ea

Vehicular Access Gate ea

ATV parking sf

Total Earthwork

Vehicular Access Improvements
Alternate ATV Trail lf



MOLLIDGEWOCK 
PRIMARY IMPROVEMENTS - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

5 $15,000.00 $77,236
0 $2.00 $0
1 $1,000.00 $1,000
1 $10,000.00 $10,000

$88,236

0 $0.00 $0
320 $100.00 $32,000

$32,000

5535 $22.41 $124,025
0 $118.33 $0

60 $266.50 $15,990
2892 $6.94 $20,083

2 $3,000.00 $6,000
$166,098

1 $146,760.00 $146,760
1 $90,000.00 $90,000
1 $556,960.00 $556,960
1 $10,000.00 $10,000
1 $20,000.00 $20,000
6 $1,500.00 $9,000

$823,720

0 $4,500.00 $0
0 $7,500.00 $0
0 $42,900.00 $0

15 $4,000.00 $60,000
0 $13,925.00 $0
0 $13,225.00 $0

$60,000

1 $520,000.00 $520,000
1 $240,000.00 $240,000

$760,000

300 $65.00 $19,500
512 $30.00 $15,360

1 $15,000.00 $15,000
1 $10,000.00 $10,000
1 $5,000.00 $5,000
0 $0.00 $0
1 $15,000.00 $15,000
1 $500.00 $500
1 $5,000.00 $5,000
4 $200.00 $800

$86,160

$2,016,214

Converted Improved Site w/e ea

Stabalized Shoreline ls

New Firewood Storage and Maintenance Shop Building ea

Signage
Total Site Improvements

Total Misc. Building Improvements

Misc. Site Improvements

Lawn sf

Boat Racks ls

Boat Launch Dock ls

Relocate Pavilion ls

ea

New Premium w/s/e Site (Pull-Through) ea

Misc. Building Improvements
New Campground Store ea

Mollidgewock Primary Improvements Costs - Sub Total

5' wide Accessible Path lf

Community Fire Pit ls

Flagstone Patio sf

Landscaping ls

New Premium w/s/e Site (Back-In) ea

Total Campsite Improvements

ea

Culverts lf

EPSC Measures ls

Total Demolition/EPSC

Remove existing trailer ls

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Vehicular Access Gate ea

Earthwork
Cut/Fill - not road related cy

Campground Road (1-way, gravel) lf

Campground Road (2-way, gravel improvement with 6" hardpack) lf

- sf

Vehicular Access Improvements

Clearing and grubbing, wooded site - roads only acre
Demolition/Erosion Control

Total Earthwork

Domestic Water System ls

Parking Area (gravel) sf

ls

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

Wastewater System

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Water Spigot ea

Sanitary Dump Station ls

Asphalt (Road Entrance Apron) lf

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

Stormwater Treatment ea

Campsite Improvements
New Standard Sites ea

New Standard Sites w/ Platforms ea

New Shelter Site 



CAMPSITETYPOLOGY COMPONENTS COST BREAKDOWN

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
$4,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$7,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

900 $0.75 $675
900 $0.75 $675

1 $200.00 $200
$2,850

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$9,750

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $38,400.00 $38,400

$42,900

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
2 $38,400.00 $76,800

$83,550

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $92,050.00 $92,050
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$99,050

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2400 $0.75 $1,800
2400 $0.75 $1,800

1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $1,500.00 $1,500

$9,100

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

90 $35.00 $3,150
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$13,925

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

70 $35.00 $2,450
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$13,225

1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $1,500.00 $1,500

$4,000

Gravel Surface lf

Total Premium w/s/e (back-in)
Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Site Marker ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Total Premium w/s/e (pull-through)

Premium Site with W/S/E (back-in)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Gravel Surface lf

Site Marker ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Total Cabin
Electricity Hookups ea

Improved Site with Water and Electricty

Site Marker ea

Cabin ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Shelter ea

Total Shelter Site (Double)

Cabin

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Shelter Site (Single)

Shelter Site (Double)
Fire Ring ea

Site Marker ea

Shelter ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Platform ea

Total Group Site

Shelter Site (Single)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Standard Site (Remote)

Group Site
Fire Ring ea

Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Standard Site (Remote)
Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Platform ea

Total Standard Site with Platform

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Grading sf

Site Marker ea

Standard Site with Platform
Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Marker ea

Total Standard Site

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Standard Site
Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Water Hookups ea

Total Improved Site w/e

Water Hookups ea

Converted Improved Site with Water and Electricty

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Improved Site w/e

Premium Site with W/S/E (pull-through)
Fire Ring ea



MOLLIDGEWOCK 
OVERALL SUMMARY - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

$66,080
$2,215,856
$2,016,214

$4,298,150

$4,298,150
$1,504,352
$5,802,502

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Overall Park Summmary
General Improvements Subtotal

New Loop Only

Total Improvements
Primary Improvements

MOLLIDGEWOCK Costs - Sub Total

General Notes:
     Preliminary costs for planning purposes only
     Based on current market conditions (no annual escalation rate applied)
     All costs include the following mark-ups/contingency
          a) 8.5% General Conditions (including liability)
          b) 15% estimating contingency
          c) 10% GC mark-up
          d) 1.5% bond

Costs - 35% Markups / Contingency
Total Costs - MOLLIDGEWOCK



BEAR BROOK STATE PARK
BEAR HILL CAMPGROUND - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

2 $15,000.00 $30,950
0 $0.80 $0
1 $15,000.00 $15,000

$45,950

0 $0.00 $0
180 $100.00 $18,000

$18,000

1150 $206.30 $237,241
0 $118.33 $0
0 $266.50 $0

43880 $6.94 $304,722
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$544,963

1 $192,000.00 $192,000
1 $300,700.00 $300,700
1 $470,080.00 $470,080
1 $10,000.00 $10,000
8 $20,000.00 $160,000
0 $1,500.00 $0

$1,132,780

4 $242,312.50 $969,250
1 $1,857,885.00 $1,857,885
1 $114,300.00 $114,300
1 $604,800.00 $604,800

$3,546,235

4394 $65.00 $285,617
6426 $5.00 $32,132

12000 $0.75 $9,000
9 $200.00 $1,800
1 $5,000.00 $5,000
1 $15,000.00 $15,000

$348,548

2356 $30.00 $70,686
6209 $10.00 $62,091

1 $50,000.00 $50,000
$182,777

$5,819,253
$2,036,739
$7,855,992

General Notes:
     Preliminary costs for planning purposes only
     Based on current market conditions (no annual escalation rate applied)
     All costs include the following mark-ups/contingency
          a) 8.5% General Conditions (including liability)
          b) 15% estimating contingency
          c) 10% GC mark-up
          d) 1.5% bond

Costs - 35% Markups / Contingency
Total Costs - BEAR HILL CAMPGROUND

Total Site Improvements

Signage ea

Beach Restoration ls

Misc. Building Improvements
Cabin Clusters ea

5' wide Accessible Path lf

Total Misc. Building Improvements

Landscaping ls

ea

Misc. Site Improvements

Administration Area

BEAR HILL CAMPGROUND AREA- Sub Total

ls

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

Wastewater System

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Sanitary Dump Station ls

Path Restoration lf

Staff Housing

Common Space ea

ea

MTB Flow Trail lf

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Vehicular Access Gate ea

Earthwork
Cut/Fill - not road or site related cy

Campground Road (1-way, gravel) lf

Campground Road (2-way, gravel) lf
Vehicular Access Improvements

Clearing and grubbing, wooded site - roads only acre

Parking Area (gravel)

lf

EPSC Measures

sf

Demolition/Erosion Control

Total Earthwork
Culverts

Asphalt Road (apron at road) lf

Demo existing structures sf

ls

Total Demolition/EPSC

Total Site Improvements

Misc. Recreation Improvements

Dock -larger seasonal assumed ea

Domestic Water System ls

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

Stormwater Treatment ea

New shared use path lf

Water Spigots - assumed to be included at each site ea

Stormwater plantings (seed) sf



CAMPSITETYPOLOGY COMPONENTS COST BREAKDOWN

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
$4,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$7,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

900 $0.75 $675
900 $0.75 $675

1 $200.00 $200
$2,850

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$9,750

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $38,400.00 $38,400

$42,900

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
2 $38,400.00 $76,800

$83,550

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $92,050.00 $92,050
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$99,050

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2400 $0.75 $1,800
2400 $0.75 $1,800

1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $1,500.00 $1,500

$9,100  

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

90 $35.00 $3,150
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500Electricity Hookups ea

Gravel Surface lf

Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Total Improved Site w/e

Premium Site with W/S/E (pull-through)

Water Hookups ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Cabin

Improved Site with Water and Electricty
Fire Ring ea

Cabin ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Shelter Site (Double)

Cabin
Fire Ring ea

Site Marker ea

Shelter ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Shelter ea

Total Shelter Site (Single)

Shelter Site (Double)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Group Site

Shelter Site (Single)
Fire Ring ea

Site Marker ea

Platform ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Marker ea

Total Standard Site (Remote)

Group Site

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Platform ea

Total Standard Site with Platform

Standard Site (Remote)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Standard Site

Standard Site with Platform
Fire Ring ea

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Standard Site
Fire Ring ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf



1 $2,500.00 $2,500
$13,925

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

60 $35.00 $2,100
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$12,875

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

900 $0.75 $675
900 $0.75 $675

1 $200.00 $200
1 $38,400.00 $38,400

$41,250Total Shelter Site (Double)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Shelter ea

Shelter Site (walk-in)
Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Total Premium w/s/e (back-in)

Site Marker ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Gravel Surface lf

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Premium w/s/e (pull-through)

Premium Site with W/S/E (back-in)
Fire Ring ea

Water/Sewer Hookups ea



BEAR BROOK STATE PARK 
BEAR HILL CAMPGROUND - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

DESCRIPTION RENOVATION NOTES RE-USE OPTIONS QUANTITY SIZE UNIT
RENOVATION 
COST/SF

UNIT PRICE TOTAL

Cabin Clusters
Cabin Upgrade as required Lodging 6 260 sf  $               75.00 $19,500.00 $117,000
Counselor Cabin Upgrade as required Lodging 2 168 sf  $               75.00 $12,600.00 $25,200

Wash House Upgrade building and toilet room Bathhouse 1 223 150 sf  $             100.00 $22,312.50 $22,313
Unit Lodge Upgrade interior/exterior Potential Lodging/Recreation 1 728 sf  $             100.00 $72,800.00 $72,800

ADA Upgrades Accessible entry grades or ramps 1  -  -  - $5,000.00 $5,000
Subtotal per Cluster 11 $242,313

Common Space
Scannel Hall

New matching exterior siding and 
windows

Administration/Store/Meeting 1 2002 sf  $               75.00 $150,150.00 $150,150
Help's Quarters Upgrade as necessary Potential Lodging 1 600 sf  $             175.00 $105,000.00 $105,000
Central Wash House Install new toilets/shower Bathhouse upgrade 1 234 sf  $             500.00 $116,875.00 $116,875
Infirmary Convert to lodging Group lodging 1 812 sf  $             175.00 $142,100.00 $142,100
Ice House/Storage New use undetermined 1 300 sf  $               45.00 $13,500.00 $13,500
Dining Hall Upgrade interior/exterior Multipurpose/Dining 1 2363 sf  $             110.00 $259,930.00 $259,930
Staff Quarters Upgrade interior/exterior Housekeeping Lodges 1 732 sf  $             400.00 $292,875.00 $292,875

New Bathhouse New Construction

2 toilet, 2 showers, washing 
machine, dryer, and dishwashing 
station 2 572 SF  $             620.00 $354,640.00 $709,280

Craft Cabin Upgradeinterior/exterior Potential Lodges 1 513 sf  $               75.00 $38,475.00 $38,475

Nature Lodge
Upgrade & maintain as Education 
Center

Continue as exhibit space
1 396 sf  $               75.00 $29,700.00 $29,700

Total Common Space 9 $1,857,885

Administration Area
Administration Building Upgrade office Continue as office 1 674 sf  $               75.00 $50,550.00 $50,550

Maintenance Garage
Upgrade as maintenance/wood 
storage

Continue as maintenance 1 1275 sf  $               50.00 $63,750.00 $63,750
Total Administration Area 2 $114,300

Staff Housing
Picnic Pavilion Unit Conversion

Convert to 2 staff apartments/four 
season

1 864 sf  $             350.00 $302,400.00 $302,400

Shower Building Unit Conversion
Convert to 2 staff apartments/four 
season

1 864 sf  $             350.00 $302,400.00 $302,400
Total Staff Housing 2 $604,800



BEAR BROOK STATE PARK
CATAMOUNT POND CAMPGROUND - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

4 $15,000.00 $60,450
0 $0.80 $0
1 $10,000.00 $10,000

$70,450

0 $0.00 $0
200 $100.00 $20,000

$20,000

934 $206.30 $192,681
4457 $118.33 $527,412

60 $266.50 $15,990
4478 $6.94 $31,097

1 $3,000.00 $3,000
$770,180

1 $220,620.00 $220,620
1 $120,700.00 $120,700
1 $92,000.00 $92,000
0 $10,000.00 $0
4 $20,000.00 $80,000
0 $1,500.00 $0

$513,320

14 $13,420.00 $187,880
8 $17,190.00 $137,520

$325,400

0 $72,000.00 $72,000
1 $354,640.00 $354,640
1 $91,000.00 $91,000
1 $4,800.00 $4,800

$522,440

4097 $45.00 $184,352
35827 $1.50 $53,741
3600 $0.50 $1,800
6346 $0.75 $4,760

1 $25,000.00 $25,000
5 $200.00 $1,000

$270,652

$2,492,441
$872,355

$3,364,796

ea

Asphalt Road (apron at road) lf

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

Stormwater Treatment ea

Campsite Improvements

Domestic Water System ls

Wastewater System

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Sanitary Dump Station ls

ea

New Firewood Storage Building 

Water Spigots - assumed to be included with each site

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Vehicular Access Gate ea

Earthwork
Cut/Fill - not road or site related cy

Campground Road (1-way, gravel) lf

Campground Road (2-way, gravel) lf
Vehicular Access Improvements

sf

Clearing and grubbing, wooded site - roads only acre
Demolition/Erosion Control

ea

Total Campsite Improvements

Demo existing structures sf

Parking Area (gravel)

ls

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

Total Earthwork
Culverts lf

EPSC Measures ls

Total Demolition/EPSC

Stormwater plantings (seed) sf

Misc. Building Improvements

New Improved Equestrian Site with W/E (back-in) ea

New Loop Trail lf

Total Misc. Building Improvements

Misc. Site Improvements

New Bath House ea

Lawn sf

Cleared Area Rehabilitation -Topsoil and Re-Seed sf

New Improved Equestrian Site with W/E (pull-through)

CATAMOUNT CAMPGROUND Costs - Sub Total

General Notes:
     Preliminary costs for planning purposes only
     Based on current market conditions (no annual escalation rate applied)
     All costs include the following mark-ups/contingency
          a) 8.5% General Conditions (including liability)
          b) 15% estimating contingency
          c) 10% GC mark-up
          d) 1.5% bond

Costs - 35% Markups / Contingency
Total Costs - CATAMOUNT CAMPGROUND

Total Site Improvements

Pavilion Renovation

Toilet Building Renovation ea

ea

Signage ea

Landscaping ls



CAMPSITE TYPOLOGY COMPONENTS COST BREAKDOWN

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
$4,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$7,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

900 $0.75 $675
900 $0.75 $675

1 $200.00 $200
$2,850

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$9,750

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $38,400.00 $38,400

$42,900

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
2 $38,400.00 $76,800

$83,550

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $92,050.00 $92,050
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$99,050

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2400 $0.75 $1,800
2400 $0.75 $1,800

1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $1,500.00 $1,500

$9,100  

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

90 $35.00 $3,150
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$13,925

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

60 $35.00 $2,100
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$12,875

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

900 $0.75 $675
900 $0.75 $675

1 $200.00 $200
1 $38,400.00 $38,400

$41,250

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Standard Site
Fire Ring ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf
Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea
Site Grading sf

Picnic Table ea
Site Grading sf

Total Standard Site

Standard Site with Platform
Fire Ring ea

Platform ea

Total Standard Site with Platform

Standard Site (Remote)

Clearing and Grubbing sf
Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf
Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea
Picnic Table ea

Fire Ring ea
Picnic Table ea

Site Marker ea

Total Standard Site (Remote)

Group Site

Site Marker ea
Platform ea

Site Grading sf
Clearing and Grubbing sf

Picnic Table ea
Site Grading sf

Total Group Site

Shelter Site (Single)
Fire Ring ea

Shelter ea

Total Shelter Site (Single)

Shelter Site (Double)

Clearing and Grubbing sf
Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf
Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea
Picnic Table ea

Total Shelter Site (Double)

Cabin
Fire Ring ea

Site Marker ea
Shelter ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf
Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea
Site Grading sf

Total Cabin

Improved Site with Water and Electricty
Fire Ring ea

Cabin ea
Electricity Hookups ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf
Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea
Site Grading sf

Fire Ring ea
Picnic Table ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Total Improved Site w/e

Premium Site with W/S/E (pull-through)

Water Hookups ea

Gravel Surface lf
Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf
Clearing and Grubbing sf

Total Premium w/s/e (pull-through)

Premium Site with W/S/E (back-in)
Fire Ring ea

Electricity Hookups ea
Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf
Gravel Surface lf

Picnic Table ea
Site Grading sf

Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Total Premium w/s/e (back-in)

Site Marker ea
Electricity Hookups ea

Shelter Site (walk-in)
Fire Ring ea
Picnic Table ea
Site Grading sf

Total Shelter Site (Double)

Clearing and Grubbing sf
Site Marker ea
Shelter ea



1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.25 $875 reduced grading cost - easy flat site
3500 $0.75 $2,625

60 $35.00 $2,100
1 $200.00 $200
1 $1,320.00 $1,320
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$13,420

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

4900 $0.25 $1,225
4900 $0.75 $3,675

90 $35.00 $3,150
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,640.00 $2,640
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$17,190

Improved Equestrian Site with W/E (back-in)
Fire Ring ea
Picnic Table ea
Site Grading sf
Clearing and Grubbing sf
Gravel Surface lf
Site Marker ea

Electricity Hookups ea
Water Hookups ea

Total Premium w/s/e (back-in)

Horse Corral ea

Improved Equestrian Site with W/E (pull-through)
Fire Ring ea
Picnic Table ea
Site Grading sf
Clearing and Grubbing sf
Gravel Surface lf
Site Marker ea

Total Premium w/s/e (back-in)

Horse Corral ea
Electricity Hookups ea
Water Hookups ea



BEAR BROOK STATE PARK 
CATAMOUNT POND CAMPGROUND - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

572 $620.00 $354,640
280 $325.00 $91,000
320 $15.00 $4,800

Existing Toilets
Pavilion

RE-USE DESCRIPTION

Building Costs

sfAdd 2 family toilets
sfNo change.

Upgrade structure as required.
Upgrade structure and roof as required.

UNIT

sf2 toilets, 2 showers, 2 washers, 2 dryers and dishwashing stationNew Construction

NOTESDESCRIPTION

New Bath House



PAWTUCKAWAY CAMPGROUND 
NEW AREA - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

2 $15,000.00 $24,804
0 $0.80 $0
1 $15,000.00 $15,000

$39,804

0 $0.00 $0
450 $100.00 $45,000

$45,000

273 $206.30 $56,319
2037 $118.33 $241,045

60 $266.50 $15,990
0 $6.94 $0
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$316,354

1 $149,880.00 $149,880
1 $293,350.00 $293,350
1 $134,400.00 $134,400
1 $10,000.00 $10,000
3 $20,000.00 $60,000
0 $1,500.00 $0

$647,630

0 $4,500.00 $0
35 $9,100.00 $318,500

$318,500

1 $853,000.00 $853,000
1 $709,280.00 $709,280
1 $72,000.00 $72,000
1 $60,000.00 $60,000

$1,694,280

1392 $65.00 $90,480
1 $10,000.00 $10,000

7200 $0.75 $5,400
4 $200.00 $800
1 $5,000.00 $5,000
1 $25,000.00 $25,000

$136,680

$3,198,248
$1,119,387
$4,317,634

General Notes:
     Preliminary costs for planning purposes only
     Based on current market conditions (no annual escalation rate applied)
     All costs include the following mark-ups/contingency
          a) 8.5% General Conditions (including liability)
          b) 15% estimating contingency
          c) 10% GC mark-up
          d) 1.5% bond

Costs - 35% Markups / Contingency
Total Costs - PAWTUCKAWAY CAMPGROUND

Sanitary Dump Station ls

New Standard Sites ea

ea

Pawtuckaway - New Area Costs - Sub Total

5' wide New Accessible Path lf

New Improved Sites (W/E) 

Asphalt Road (apron at road) lf

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

Stormwater Treatment ea

Campsite Improvements

Domestic Water System ls
ls

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

Wastewater System

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Parking Area (gravel)

Water Spigots - assumed to be included at each site ea

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Vehicular Access Gate ea

Earthwork
Cut/Fill - not road or site related cy

Campground Road (1-way, gravel) lf

Campground Road (2-way, gravel) lf
Vehicular Access Improvements

sf

Clearing and grubbing, wooded site - roads only acre
Demolition/Erosion Control

Total Earthwork
Culverts lf

EPSC Measures ls

Total Demolition/EPSC

Demo existing structures sf

ea

Total Campsite Improvements

Dock - 6'x40' seasonal assumed

New Firewood Storage Building ea

Boat Racks ls

Stormwater plantings (seed) sf

Landscaping ls

Misc. Building Improvements

Total Site Improvements

Total Misc. Building Improvements

Misc. Site Improvements

New Pavilion

New Bathhouse ea

ea

New Visitor Center (Store/Office) ea

Signage ea



CAMPSITE TYPOLOGY COMPONENTS COST BREAKDOWN

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
$4,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$7,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

900 $0.75 $675
900 $0.75 $675

1 $200.00 $200
$2,850

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$9,750

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $38,400.00 $38,400

$42,900

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
2 $38,400.00 $76,800

$83,550

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $92,050.00 $92,050
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$99,050

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2400 $0.75 $1,800
2400 $0.75 $1,800

1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $1,500.00 $1,500

$9,100  

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

90 $35.00 $3,150
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Standard Site
Fire Ring ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Standard Site

Standard Site with Platform
Fire Ring ea

Platform ea

Total Standard Site with Platform

Standard Site (Remote)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Marker ea

Total Standard Site (Remote)

Group Site

Site Marker ea

Platform ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Group Site

Shelter Site (Single)
Fire Ring ea

Shelter ea

Total Shelter Site (Single)

Shelter Site (Double)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Total Shelter Site (Double)

Cabin
Fire Ring ea

Site Marker ea

Shelter ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Cabin

Improved Site with Water and Electricty
Fire Ring ea

Cabin ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Total Improved Site w/e

Premium Site with W/S/E (pull-through)

Water Hookups ea

Gravel Surface lf

Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Electricity Hookups ea



1 $2,500.00 $2,500
$13,925

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

60 $35.00 $2,100
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$12,875

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

900 $0.75 $675
900 $0.75 $675

1 $200.00 $200
1 $38,400.00 $38,400

$41,250

Total Premium w/s/e (pull-through)

Premium Site with W/S/E (back-in)
Fire Ring ea

Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Gravel Surface lf

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Total Premium w/s/e (back-in)

Site Marker ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Shelter Site (walk-in)
Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Shelter Site (Double)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Shelter ea



PAWTUCKAWAY STATE PARK 
CAMPGROUND - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY
UNIT 
PRICE

TOTAL

1706 $500.00 $853,000
1144 $620.00 $709,280sf

DESCRIPTION NOTES RE-USE DESCRIPTION UNIT

Building Costs
Visitor Center New Construction Office/Toilets/Store/Laundry sf
Bath House New Construction 6 Toilets & 4 Showers



DRY RIVER CAMPGROUND 
GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

1.59 $15,000.00 $23,877
1 $5,000.00 $5,000

$28,877

0 $0.00 $0
300 $100.00 $30,000

$30,000

3467 $42.59 $147,669
0 $5.00 $0
0 $3,000.00 *DuraGate DGT-BR Steel Barrier 16' $0

$147,669

0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0

$0

3300 $65.00 $214,500
3500 $100.00 $350,000

0 $20,000.00 $0
$564,500

$771,046

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Culverts lf

Vehicular Access Gate ea

sf

Total Earthwork

Vehicular Access Improvements

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

lf

Demolition/Erosion Control
Clearing and grubbing, wooded site acre

Cut/Fill ls

EPSC Measures ls

Total Demolition/EPSC

Earthwork

5' wide Accessible Path - Recreation Path lf

8' wide Multi-Use Path (paved)

Domestic Water ls

Misc. Site Improvements

Stormwater Treatment ls

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

lf

General Improvements Costs - Sub Total

lsLandscaping
Total Site Improvements



DRY RIVER CAMPGROUND
EXISTING CAMPGROUND - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

0 $15,000.00 $0
4 $2,000.00 $8,000
0 $5,000.00 $0

$8,000

0 $0.00 $0
0 $3,000.00 $0

$0

2650 $22.41 $59,380
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $3,000.00 $0

$59,380

1 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0
0 $0.00 $0

$0

0 $0
0 $0
0 $0

$0

1 $504,000.00 $504,000
4 $40,000.00 $160,000

$664,000

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

$731,380

Demolition/Erosion Control
Clearing and grubbing, wooded site ac

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Total Demolition/EPSC

Earthwork
Cut/Fill ls

Decommission Ex. Campsite ea

EPSC Measures ls

Existing Campground Road Improvement lf

Campground Road (1-way, gravel) lf

Culverts ea

Total Earthwork

Vehicular Access Improvements 

Vehicular Access Gate ea

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

Asphalt Road (Sanitary Dump Station) lf

Parking Area (gravel) ea

Septic Tank + Leach fields ls

Domestic Water ls

Water Spigots ea

New Shelter Site (Single) ea

New Standard Sites ea

Stormwater Treatment ls

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

Campsite Improvements

Renovate Existing Bathhouse ea

New Pit Toilets ea

Total Campsite Improvements

Misc. Building Improvements

eaNew Shelter Site (Double)

Total Site Improvements

Dry River Existing Campground Costs - Sub Total

-

-

-

-

Total Misc. Building Improvements

Misc. Site Improvements
-



DRY RIVER CAMPGROUND 
NEW AREA - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

7 $15,000.00 $100,238
1 $15,000.00 $15,000
0 $0.80 $0
1 $10,000.00 $10,000

$125,238

0 $0.00 $0
0 $100.00 $0

$0

2219 $206.30 $457,771
6195 $118.33 $733,075

60 $266.50 $15,990
16482 $6.94 $114,458

1 $3,000.00 $3,000
$1,324,295

1 $317,820.00 $317,820
1 $761,700.00 $761,700
1 $305,200.00 $305,200
1 $10,000.00 $10,000
5 $20,000.00 $100,000

17 $1,500.00 $25,500
$1,494,720

49 $4,500.00 $220,500
11 $42,900.00 $471,900
5 $83,550.00 $417,750
5 $41,250.00 $206,250

15 $9,100.00 $136,500
$1,452,900

1 $520,000.00 $520,000
1 $72,000.00 $72,000
3 $709,280.00 $2,127,840
1 $85,000.00 $85,000

$2,804,840

4175 $65.00 $271,375
512 $30.00 $15,360

34000 $0.50 $17,000
400 $185.00 $74,000

15000 $0.75 $11,250
10 $200.00 $2,000

$390,985

$7,592,978

Sanitary Dump Station ls

Asphalt Road (apron at road) lf

Total Utilities/ Infrastructure

Stormwater Treatment ea

Campsite Improvements
New Standard Sites ea

New Shelter Site (Single) ea

New Shelter Site (Double)

Domestic Water System ls

ls

Total Vehicular Access Improvements

Wastewater System

Utilities/ Infrastructure
Electrical/ Telecom Services ls

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Vehicular Access Gate ea

Earthwork
Cut/Fill - not road or site related cy

Campground Road (1-way, gravel) lf

Campground Road (2-way, gravel) lf

Dump Area Cleanup allow

Vehicular Access Improvements

sf

ea

Clearing and grubbing, wooded site - roads only acre
Demolition/Erosion Control

Total Earthwork

Culverts lf

EPSC Measures ls

Total Demolition/EPSC

Demo existing structures sf

Parking Area (gravel)

Dry River - New Area Costs - Sub Total

5' wide Accessible Path - Expansion Area lf

Lawn sf

Flagstone Patio sf

New Improved Sites (W/E) ea

Total Campsite Improvements

Signage
Total Site Improvements

Total Misc. Building Improvements

Misc. Site Improvements

New Bathhouse

New Picnic Pavilion

New Firewood Storage Building ea

ea

ea

Viewing Deck sf

New Camp Office and Store ea

Water Spigots ea

Stormwater plantings (seed) sf

ea

New Shelter Site (Walk-In) ea

Misc. Building Improvements



CAMPSITETYPOLOGY COMPONENTS COST BREAKDOWN

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
$4,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$7,500

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

900 $0.75 $675
900 $0.75 $675

1 $200.00 $200
$2,850

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
1 $3,000.00 $3,000

$9,750

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $38,400.00 $38,400

$42,900

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

3500 $0.75 $2,625
3500 $0.75 $2,625

1 $200.00 $200
2 $38,400.00 $76,800

$83,550

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2000 $0.75 $1,500
2000 $0.75 $1,500

1 $200.00 $200
1 $92,050.00 $92,050
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$99,050

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2400 $0.75 $1,800
2400 $0.75 $1,800

1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $1,500.00 $1,500

$9,100  

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

90 $35.00 $3,150
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$13,925

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

2850 $0.75 $2,138
2850 $0.75 $2,138

60 $35.00 $2,100
1 $200.00 $200
1 $2,500.00 $2,500
1 $2,500.00 $2,500

$12,875

1 $500.00 $500
1 $800.00 $800

900 $0.75 $675
900 $0.75 $675

1 $200.00 $200
1 $38,400.00 $38,400

$41,250

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Standard Site
Fire Ring ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Standard Site

Standard Site with Platform
Fire Ring ea

Platform ea

Total Standard Site with Platform

Standard Site (Remote)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Marker ea

Total Standard Site (Remote)

Group Site

Site Marker ea

Platform ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Group Site

Shelter Site (Single)
Fire Ring ea

Shelter ea

Total Shelter Site (Single)

Shelter Site (Double)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Total Shelter Site (Double)

Cabin
Fire Ring ea

Site Marker ea

Shelter ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Cabin

Improved Site with Water and Electricty
Fire Ring ea

Cabin ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Total Improved Site w/e

Premium Site with W/S/E (pull-through)

Water Hookups ea

Gravel Surface lf

Site Marker ea

Site Grading sf

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Total Premium w/s/e (pull-through)

Premium Site with W/S/E (back-in)
Fire Ring ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Gravel Surface lf

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Water/Sewer Hookups ea

Total Premium w/s/e (back-in)

Site Marker ea

Electricity Hookups ea

Shelter Site (walk-in)
Fire Ring ea

Picnic Table ea

Site Grading sf

Total Shelter Site (Double)

Clearing and Grubbing sf

Site Marker ea

Shelter ea



DRY RIVER CAMPGROUND 
OVERALL SUMMARY - PRELIMINARY OPINION OF COST

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL

$771,046
$731,380

$7,592,978
$9,095,404

$9,095,404
$3,183,391

$12,278,795

General Notes:
     Preliminary costs for planning purposes only
     Based on current market conditions (no annual escalation rate applied)
     All costs include the following mark-ups/contingency
          a) 8.5% General Conditions (including liability)
          b) 15% estimating contingency
          c) 10% GC mark-up
          d) 1.5% bond

Costs - 35% Markups / Contingency
Total Costs - DRY RIVER CAMPGROUND

New Area Subtotal

DRY RIVER CAMPGROUND Costs - Sub Total

Existing Campground Subtotal

Total Improvements

DESCRIPTION UNIT NOTES

Overall Park Summmary
General Improvements Subtotal
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